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REV EVE. PM- DELHI PROJECTS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today launched a scathing attack on
the Aam Aadmi Party government in Delhi acusing it of pushing the city
into disaster during its decade long rule. Mr Modi used the term Sheesh
Mahal to hit out at AAP convenor Arvind Kejriwal for allegedly spending
huge amount for luxurious facilities at his residence as Chief Minister. The
Prime Minister said, he could have built a Sheesh Mahal for himself but
prioritized housing for the poor. Mr Modi stated this while inaugurating and
laying the foundation stone of multiple development projects worth over
4500 crore rupees in Delhi. He said, AAP has failed in providing proper
water, sewer and other facilities in colonies. The Prime Minister said, it is
unfortunate that AAP ruled Delhi Government is not implementing Centre's
Ayushman Bharat Yojana depriving people of the national capital from
better health facilities. He said, Delhi government has caused much
damage to education in last 10 years and it has failed to spend even half of
Samagra Shiksha funds given by the Centre.

SINGHAL EP-I1
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VANDE BHARAT - SLEEPER

The Vande Bharat sleeper train has achieved a peak speed of 180
kilometer per hour in its multiple trials in the last three days. The trails will
continue till this month. These Vande Bharat sleeper trains are designed
with features like automatic doors, ultra comfortable berths, on board WiFi
and an aircraft-like design. Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has shared
a video of a successful trial in Kota Division. Passengers in the country are
already enjoying world class travel experience through 136 Vande Bharat
trains running across the country

<><>DIPENDRA/1608 HRS

SINGHAL EP-1 03.01.2025

PRAVASI BHARATIYA SAMMAN AWARDS

Twenty seven persons will be conferred the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman
Awards by President Droupadi Murmu in the valedictory session of the
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas celebrations. The 18th edition of the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas Convention is scheduled to be held from 8th to 10th
January at Bhubaneswar in Odisha. The Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award
is the highest honour conferred on overseas Indians. PBSA is conferred by
the President as part of the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention on Non-
Resident Indians, Persons of Indian Origin or an organization or institution
established and run by the Non-Resident Indians or Persons of Indian
Origin in recognition of their outstanding achievements both in India and
abroad. A Jury-cum-Awards Committee, with Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar as the Chairman and External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar as
the Vice-Chair, considered the nominations for Awards and unanimously
selected the awardees. The awardees represent the excellence achieved by
Indian diaspora in various fields.

<><>Suparna/1756 hrs
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PM - GRAMEEN MAHOTSAV

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate Grameen Bharat
Mahotsav 2025 in New Delhi tomorrow. The Mahotsav aims at enhancing
rural infrastructure, creating self-reliant economies, and fostering
innovation within rural communities. The theme of the six-day Mahotsav is
Building a Resilient Rural India for a Viksit Bharat 2047. The objective of
this event includes promoting economic stability and financial security
among rural populations, with a special focus on North-East India.

A significant focus of the Mahotsav will be to empower rural women
through entrepreneurship. This will bring together government officials,
rural entrepreneurs, artisans and stakeholders from diverse sectors to build
a roadmap for collaborative and collective rural transformation. The
Mahotsav will showcase India's rich cultural heritage through vibrant
performances and exhibitions.

<><>DIPENDRA/1811
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AMIT SHAH-IDA MEETING

Home Minister Amit Shah today emphasized achieving the goal of
100 percent renewable energy generation through solar panels and
windmills in Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep. Chairing the
7" meeting of the Island Development Agency in New Delhi, Mr. Shah
reviewed the progress of ongoing development initiatives of these regions.
He underscored the importance of advancing solar and wind energy
initiatives .Mr. Shah directed the New and Renewable Energy Ministry to
implement the 'PM Surya Ghar' scheme in both the islands by installing
solar panels in all households across both island groups. He further
emphasized the need for a holistic approach to infrastructure projects in
both island groups and called on all concerned central ministries to
collaborate on initiatives related to tourism, trade, and other key sectors.

<><><>PRIYA/1829HRS
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SHIVRAJ-FARMERS

Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has stated that in order to bridge the gap between the losses
faced by farmers and the compensation they receive through crop
insurance, these losses will now be surveyed using satellites. Addressing a
gathering of farmers at the Krishi Vigyan Kendra at Yashwantrao Chavan
Maharashtra Open University in Nashik, Mr. Chouhan explained that when
the prices of onions or other crops rise, leading to complaints from people
in urban areas, the amount received by farmers does not increase. It is the
middlemen who benefit most from the higher prices. Therefore, Mr.
Chouhan emphasised that the state government should establish an
effective system. He also suggested that if farmers choose to sell their
produce in other states, the transportation costs should be shared equally
between the central and state governments, with each contributing fifty
percent.

Mr. Chouhan acknowledged that there have been complaints about
irregularities in the purchase of onions by agencies like NAFED. To address
this, he assured that alternative systems will be set up to facilitate the
procurement of onions. He further assured that the central government is
highly sensitive to the issues faced by farmers, stressing that agriculture is
the backbone of the country’s economy. During the event, he interacted
with farmers and gathered information about their produce. <><>

ANKITA APTE,
MUMBAI, MAIL, 1740 HRS

SINGHAL EP-I 03.01.2025
EPFO - PENSION

Employees' Provident Fund Organisation, EPFQO's Centralized Pension
Payments System is now fully operationalised across the country. Pension
worth about one thousand 570 crore rupees was disbursed to more than
68 lakh pensioners pertaining to all 122 pension disbursing Regional offices
of EPFO for December last.



Labour and Employment Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya said, this
modern system will ensure that pensioners can access their pensions from
any bank, anywhere in the country swiftly and hassle-free. Mr Mandaviya
said that it will eliminate the need for physical verification visits and
simplify the pension disbursement process.

<><>DIPENDRA/1712
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GOYAL STARTUP

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has said that India is
the third largest startup ecosystem in the world with over 110 Unicorn
startups. Interacting with the media on Indian Startups in New Delhi today,
the Minister said that the country's startup journey over the past nine years
has been transformational as well as inspiring for countless individuals with
innovative ideas.

Mr Goyal said that the Startup Mahakumbh this year is going to be a
landmark event which will feature startups from different domains.
Furthermore, the Minister reiterated the government’s unwavering
commitment to accelerating startup growth by empowering innovative
minds and nurturing transformative ideas.

Mr Goyal underlined that 43 percent of the startups in the country
have women founders. He also said that the overall exports are on

increasing trend despite geopolitical tensions across the globe and
expected to cross 800 billion dollars in the future.

(BYTE- GOYAL in GNR MAIL)
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ARMY: The three-day ‘Know Your Army’ mela was inaugurated by Governor,
Jishnu Dev Varma in the presence of Major General Ajay Misra, GOC, TASA and
other senior officers at the historic Golconda Fort today. The ‘Know Your Army’
mela, being held from 9 am to 5 pm and till Sunday is aimed to inspire and
motivate citizens, especially the youth. The event also serves as a bridge between
the Armed Forces and public, showcasing modernization and inclusivity of the
Indian Army. The event showcases cutting-edge military equipment, operational

capabilities and indigenous innovations. PN 8



