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PREZ VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu will be on a visit to Meghalaya and Odisha



from tomorrow. President will grace the golden jubilee celebration of the
ICAR Research Complex for the North-Eastern Hill Region at Umiam in
Meghalaya. On 10th January, President Murmu will grace the valedictory
session of the 18th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas convention and present the
Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Awards at Bhubaneswar, Odisha.
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EVE-JPC ONE NATION ONE ELECTION

The first meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC)
on two bills related to One Nation One Election was held in New
Delhi today. The Bills are officially named as the Constitution (One
Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024 and Union Territories
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024. Talking to the media, Committee
Chairperson, BJP MP PP Chaudhary said that the committee will make an
effort to listen to all stakeholders be it legal experts, members of civil
society or from judiciary, or political parties. He added that together with
all members, the committee will decide to proceed further after taking
inputs from everyone.

During the meeting, the representatives of the Ministry of
Law and Justice (Legislative Department) briefed the members on
the provisions of the proposed laws.

The 39 member committee has 27 Members from Lok Sabha and 12
Members from Rajya Sabha. The Committee will submit its report by the
first day of the last week of the next Parliament session. The panel consist
of BJP leaders PP Chaudhary, Anurag Singh Thakur, and Parshottambhai
Rupala, Congress leaders Priyanka Gandhi and Manish Tewari, TMC's
Kalyan Bannerjee, NCP (SP)'s Supriya Sule among others from Lok Sabha
as members. From Rajya Sabha Ghanshyam Tiwari, Bhubaneswar Kalita
and K. Laxman of BJP and Randeep Singh Surjewala and Mukul Wasnik of
Congress and Sanjay Kumar Jha of JDU and V. Vijayasai Reddy of YSR
Congress among others are the members of the Joint Parliamentary
Committee.
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REV EVE RAJNATH MALDIVES

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his counterpart of
Maldives Mohammed Ghassan Maumoon today reviewed the
various facets of bilateral defence cooperation including training,
regular military exercises, and defence projects. They held
bilateral talks in New Delhi today. During the talks, both sides
reasserted firm commitment to work closely in realising the joint
vision for India-Maldives Comprehensive Economic and Maritime
Security Partnership.

The Defence Minister reaffirmed India’s readiness to support
the Maldives in capability enhancement for defence preparedness,
including provisioning of defence platforms and assets to
augment its capacities, as per its national priorities and in line
with New Delhi’'s ‘Neighborhood First’ policy. Mr Maumoon
appreciated India’s historical role as the ‘First Responder’ for the
Maldives. He thanked New Delhi for assisting Male in augmenting
the modern infrastructural capacities and training of defence and
security personnel. On Maldives’ request, India handed over
defence equipment and stores to the Maldives.

In a social media post, Mr Singh said the talks were fruitful and will
add new vigour to India-Maldives relations. He said several issues
pertaining to deepening defence cooperation were discussed which would
also help in enhancing the capability of Maldives National Defence Forces.

The Defence Minister of Maldives is on a three-day visit to India.
During his stay, he will also be visiting Goa and Mumbai. India and the
Maldives share spiritual, historical, linguistic and ethnic ties. The Maldives
occupies a special place in India’s ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy, which aims
to bring stability and prosperity to the Indian Ocean Region. Both nations
are key players in maintaining the safety and security of IOR, thus
contributing to India’s vision of Security and Growth for All in the Region.
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