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PRE BUDGET: Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman today chaired the

seventh Pre-Budget Consultation with stakeholders from the financial sector and
capital markets in connection with the forthcoming Union Budget 2025-26 in New
Delhi. The meeting was attended by Union Finance Secretary, Secretary DIPAM,
Secretaries of Department of Economic Affairs and Chief Economic Adviser.
Earlier Ms. Sitharaman had chaired Pre-Budget Consultation meeting with Finance
Ministers of States and Union Territories , Industry representatives, health and
education sectors, various farmer associations and leading agricultural economists.
The Union Budget for fiscal year 2025-26 is expected to be presented in
Parliament on 1st of February this year. This will mark Finance Minister

Sitharaman's eighth consecutive Budget presentation. NSD 11

HYDRAA: The Hyderabad Disaster Response and Assets Monitoring and
Protection Agency (HYDRAA) commissioner A.V. Ranganath announced that his
agency would demolish only those structures that came up illegally after it was set
up in July 2024. The announcement comes in the wake of increasing complaints of

several reputed builders constructing high-rise structures on Full Tank Level (FTL)



in several parts of the Hyderabad city. Any structures or houses, which are built
only after HYDRAA'’s formation in July 2024 will be demolished by us, and we
will not touch structures built before the formation of HYDRAA”, the

commissioner said, speaking at Kukatpally's Maisamma Cheruvu today. PN 9

SPORTS AWARDS : The National Sports Awards have been announced today.
World Chess Champion D Gukesh, Double Medalist in Paris Olympics Manu

Bhaker, Indian Hockey Team Captain Harmanpreet Singh and Gold Medalist in
Paris Paralympics Praveen Kumar will be presented Major Dhyan Chand Khel
Ratna Award. 32 Sportspersons will be given Arjuna Award. The awardees will
receive their awards from the President Droupadi Murmu at a specially organized
function at Rashtrapati Bhavan on 17th of this month. The Selection
Committee for the awards was headed by former Supreme Court Judge Justice
(Retd.) V. Ramasubramanian and eminent sportspersons, persons having

experience in sports journalism and sports administrators. NSD 10
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SC OWAISI: The Supreme Court today directed the tagging of a plea filed by

AIMIM President Asaduddin Owaisi seeking implementation of the Places of
Worship Act, 1991 with a pending batch of matters. The 1991 Act prohibits the
filing of a lawsuit to reclaim a place of worship or seek a change in its character
from what prevailed on the 15th of August, 1947. A Bench of Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna and Justice Sanjay Kumar ordered that Owaisi’s plea be

tagged with the pending clutch of petitions. NSD 7



NOMADIC MEETING: Union Social Justice and Empowerment Minister Dr.

Virendra Kumar has said that the Government is committed to working for the up
liftment of Nomadic and semi-nomadic communities. While chairing a meeting on
the welfare of the De-notified, Nomadic and Semi Nomadic communities in New
Delhi today, the Minister urged the States to collaborate with the Centre to make
sure that these people are not deprived of the basic amenities. He highlighted that
the lack of documents of these people is a major problem as it does not allow them

to get benefits from the schemes of the Central Government. NSD 8

UDYAN UTSAV: Rashtrapati Bhavan in collaboration with the Agriculture and

Farmers welfare ministry and Culture department has organised the Udyan Utsav,
a flower and horticulture festival at Rashtrapati Nilayam at Bollarum in
Hyderabad. Addressing media this afternoon, Joint Secretary Agricultural
Extension, Samuel Praveen Kumar said 12-day festival will create awareness about
biodiversity and role of horticulture in ecological balance. Progressive farmer
Chintapalli Suresh has formally inaugurated thematic stalls. About 50 thematic
stalls and various cultural and community engagement events will be held as part
of the festival. ( Sound Byte- Samuel Telugu & Hindi) Rashtrapati Nilayam
Manager Rajani informed that the entry to the festival is free and is open between

10 AM to 8 PM till 13th of this month. MSM/MSL 12

ADD SPORTS AWARDS: Two Telugu athletes—one from Andhra Pradesh and

one from Telangana—have made it to the prestigious list, both receiving the
Arjuna Award. The awardees are Jyothi Yarraji from Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh, and Deepthi Jeevanji from Warangal, Telangana. DESK 4
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SSA: The indefinite strike of Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) employees in the
Jogulamba Gadwal district entered into 24™ day. The SSA employees have been
protesting demanding regularization of their services, increase in pay scale among
others. The SSA employees, including men and women, intensified their strike and
organised a ‘Vanta Varpu’ programme and cooked food on the road today. Raising
slogans, the SSA employees appealed to Chief Minister Revanth Reddy to fulfill
the promises he made to them before the Assembly elections. The SSA employees

held a unique protest at Narayanpet by sporting masks of Congress Ministers and

leaders. PTC/JGDWL 9

HMDA: Senior IAS officer and special chief secretary Arvind Kumar and former
chief engineer of HMDA BLN Reddy have sought additional time after
being summoned by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) in connection with alleged
financial irregularities during the Hyderabad Formula E race in February 2023.
BLN Reddy and Arvind Kumar were summoned by the ED and were to appear on
January 2 and 3 respectively. Both have requested additional time, citing personal
reasons. Sources in the department confirmed this and said that new dates will be

given to the officers to appear for questioning. DESK 8

FORUM: The Social Justice Forum has urged Telangana government to fulfil its
promise of providing 42% reservations for Backward Classes (BCs) in local body
elections. The forum also warned of launching a Statewide agitation to press for
action to implement the Kamareddy Declaration. Addressing a meeting held at

Kacheguda in Hyderabad National Coordinator of the Forum and former chairman



of State BC Commission, Vakulabharanam Krishna Mohan Rao called on the
government to take concrete steps in the new year to demonstrate its commitment

to BC welfare. PN 7

NHRC: The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has issued a notice to
the Director General of Police (DGP) and the Commissioner of Police in
Hyderabad, requesting a comprehensive action taken report (ATR) regarding the
stampede that occurred at Sandhya Theatre at RTC cross road on December 4,
resulting in the death of a woman. The NHRC has set a deadline of four weeks for

this report following a complaint lodged by advocate Rama Rao Immaneni. DESK
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ADD NHRC: Meanwhile, the Telangana High Court granted relief to producers

Yelamanchili Ravishankar and Yerneni Naveen of the film ‘“Pushpa-2” in
connection with the stampede incident at Sandhya Theatre. The court allowed the
investigation to continue but ordered that the producers should not be arrested.
This decision came after a petition filed by the producers seeking to dismiss the
case registered by the Chikkadapally police following the death of a woman during
the stampede. DESK

HEADLINES
1. Rythu Barosa

2. Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chairs the seventh Pre-

Budget Consultation with stakeholders from the financial sector and capital



markets in connection with the forthcoming Union Budget 2025-26 in New
Delhi.

3. Rashtrapati Bhavan in collaboration with Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare ministry and Culture department opens up Udyan Utsav, a flower
and horticulture festival at Rashtrapati Nilayam at Bollarum in Hyderabad.

4. Two Telugu athletes among the 32 sports persons selected for Arjun

award.
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