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GOYAL MUSCAT VISIT

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today had a meeting
with Oman’s Minister of Commerce, Industry and Investment Promotion,
Qais bin Mohammed Al Yousef on the first day of his visit to Muscat in
Oman. In a social media post, Mr Goyal informed that their talks focused
on advancing negotiations on the Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement, strengthening trade and investment ties, and exploring
avenues to further deepen the bilateral partnership. Mr Goyal who is on a
two day visit to Muscat, will attend the 11th Joint Commission Meeting
tomorrow. <<<>>>



PRE-BUDGET EXPECTATION- AGRI EXPERT

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is set to present the Union
Budget for the fiscal year 2025-26 on 1% of next month. The upcoming
budget is anticipated the government’s economic priorities, and fiscal
strategies to deal with the pressing domestic and global challenges.
Experts and people are expecting that this time the government will focus
on growth, job creation and fiscal prudence by emphasising on building
robust infrastructure in the country. In a special series ahead of the
presentation of the Union Budget, Akashvani News is bringing the
expectations of experts and people from the Union Budget. Talking to
Akashvani News, Former Principal Scientist of Indian Agriculture Research
Institute (IARI), Dr. JPS Dabas shared his expectations. He said that the
government should support farmers in a holistic way so that they can
produce good crops. Dr. Dabas pointed out that crop seeds, fertilizer and
other facilities should be provided to farmers in better quality. He added
that GST tax should be reduced on all agricultural equipment.

MAHAKUMBH - SHAH

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today took a holy dip in the sacred waters
of the Triveni Sangam, the confluence of the rivers Ganga, Yamuna, and
Saraswati in Maha Kumbh, Prayagraj. Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Yog Guru Swami Ramdev and several saints from various
maths, temples, and Akharas accompanied the Home Minister in the holy
dip. Mr Shah also performed a special puja and participated in the Sangam
Aarti. During his visit, Mr Shah also held a special discussion on
Mahakumbh arrangements  with Acharya Mahamandaleshwar
Avdheshanand, Mahant Hari Giri, and Mahant Prem Giri. Minority Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju also took a holy dip in the Sangam this afternoon. Mr
Rijiju, during Prayagraj visit, will hold a review meeting of Pradhan Mantri
Jan Vikas Karyakram.



BUMRAH-AWARD

India's fast-bowling spearhead, Jasprit Bumrah, has been named the winner
of the ICC Men's Test Cricketer of the Year award for his exceptional
performances in 2024. Bumrah took an astonishing 71 wickets while bowling
357 overs in 13 matches, at an average of 14.92 in 2024. Known for his lethal
yorkers and remarkable consistency, Bumrah played a pivotal role in India’s
success across formats, including standout spells during the ODI World Cup
and key Test series.

PM-ODISHA CONCLAVE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the 'Utkarsh Odisha: Make in
Odisha Conclave' tomorrow at Janata Maidan in Bhubaneswar tomorrow.
More than 7,500 delegates, including many from 20 foreign countries, are
going to attend the two-day conclave. Odisha is in all readiness to host the
biggest business conclave ever. The conclave will prove to be a historic one
and will lay a foundation for a strong and vibrant economy and create vast
opportunities for farmers and labourers. More than 100 MoUs will be
signed during the conclave, which has the potential to create employment
for 3.5 lakh people.

NATIONAL GAMES: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the 38th

National Games at Maharana Pratap Stadium in Dehradun, Uttarakhand tomorrow.
Various guests including Union Ministers, Indian Olympic Association and
national players have started arriving for the opening ceremony. In this sequence,
Indian Olympic Association President PT Usha was welcomed by the State's
Sports Minister Rekha Arya on her arrival at Dehradun airport today. These games
will be held till 14th next month. The National Games are proposed to be held in
11 cities of 8 districts of the state. A total of 47 events of 35 games are to be
organized in Uttarakhand. NSD 9



I&B - WAVES : Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw and
Culture Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat today launched WAVES Bazaar,
WAH Ustaad challenge and WAVES Awards in New Delhi today. Addressing the

gathering, Vaishnaw said India is gaining a lot of importance in the world forum
for its heritage, rich culture and storytelling. He hoped that India will soon become
capital of creative economy. Speaking on the occasion, Culture Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said India is a land of storytellers and these initiatives launched
today will bring India's soft power to the rest of the world. Information and
Broadcasting Secretary Sanjay Jaju said the WAVES Bazaar is a transformative

initiative which will bring together buyers and sellers of media related content.

CM: Chief Minister Revanth Reddy today accused the ruling BJP at the Centre of
pursuing a "hidden agenda" to change the Constitution and asserted that such
attempts would be thwarted with full strength. Senior Congress leader Revanth
Reddy was in Madhya Pradesh's Mhow town, the birthplace of Dr BR Ambedkar,
the architect of India's Constitution, to attend the 'Jai Bapu-Jai Bhim-Jai
Samvidhaan' rally organised by party central leadership. He told newsmen that the
party leadership gathered at Mhow to protect the Constitution with the same force
the BJP attempting to change it. He accused the BJP of mocking Ambedkar, the
country's Constitution and the reservation system and said such a stance of the

ruling party at the Centre was not right for the country. DESK 10



