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BEATING RETREAT ( Early)

The Beating Retreat ceremony is underway at the historic Vijay Chowk in New Delhi .
President Droupadi Murmu, Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla and other Union
Ministers are present on the occasion. The ceremony commence with the iconic
‘Kadam Kadam Badhaye Ja’ tune, followed by enthralling tunes such as Amar Bharati,

Indradhanush, Jai Janam Bhumi, and Veer Siachen by the Pipes and Drums band.

BEST TABLEAU AWARDS

Uttar Pradesh’s tableau, based on the theme ‘Mahakumbh 2025 - Swarnim Bharat:
Virasat aur Vikas’, has won the best tableau award at the Republic Day Parade held on
26th January at Kartavya Path in New Delhi. Meanwhile, Tripura’s ‘Eternal Reverence:
The Worship of 14 Deities in Tripura - Kharchi Puja’ themed tableau was adjudged 2nd,
and Andhra Pradesh’s tableau depicting ‘Etikoppaka Bommalu - Eco-Friendly Wooden
Toys’ won the 3rd prize. Amongst the Central Ministries and Departments, the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs’ ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Varsh’ won the best tableau award. Meanwhile, the
best Marching Contingent award was won by the Jammu and Kashmir Rifles Contingent
among Services, while the Delhi Police Marching Contingent won the award among
CAPFs and other auxiliary forces. The Central Public Works Department and ‘Jayati Jai
Mamah Bharatam’ Dance Group were conferred with the Special Prize: (75 years of the
Constitution of India). In addition, Gujarat won the best tableau award for its ‘Swarnim
Bharat: Virasat aur Vikas’ tableau in the Popular Choice Category, after an online poll
was conducted on the MyGov portal for citizens to vote for their favourite tableau and
Marching Contingents. Uttar Pradesh was the runner-up, while Uttarakhand’s ‘Cultural
Heritage and Adventure Sports’ tableau won the 3rd spot. The Signals Contingent won
the Best Marching Contingent among Services, and the CRPF Marching Contingent won

among CAPFs and other auxiliary forces.

MAHAKUMBH-AKHARA



The saints and seers of different Akhaaras today took amrit snan at Triveni Sangam on
the occasion of Mauni Amavasya. Flower petals were showered on saints and seers.
Earlier the bathing ritual of akharas were deferred due to overcrowding and incident
occurred at Sangam ghat. The second Amrit Sanan of Mahakumbh is underway and
lakhs of devotees are taking the holy dip at Triveni Sangam. Mauni Amavasya holds
significant religious importance, and the Amrit Snan on this day is considered highly
auspicious. Over five crore people had taken the holy dip till 2 PM today. The Maha
Kumbh Mela, recognized as the world's largest religious gathering, commenced on 13th
January and nearly 25 crore devotees had taken bath so far.

The railway administration has planned to run 190 special trains today so that
people do not face any inconvenience. Talking to media, Chief Public Relations Officer,
North Central Railway, Shashikant Tripathi said, after taking a bath, a large number of

devotees are coming towards the railway station to return their home.

CM-ISRO: Telangana Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy extended his heartfelt congratulations
to the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on the successful 100th launch of the GSLV-
F15 rocket. Taking to Social media Twitter (X), the Chief Minister described the achievement as

a proud moment for the country . X 4

ISRO LAUNCH: The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully launched its

new generation satellite NVS - 02 from Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh today. Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV-F15) carrying the NVS-02 lifted off at 6:23 AM this morning.
This launch marks a remarkable milestone for ISRO commemorating the 100th launch from
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. SRO’s premier rocket GSLV F15 placed the NVS
02 satellite in the precise geosynchronous transfer orbit. Speaking after the successful launch of
the mission Dr V Narayanan, Chairman ISRO said. The second-generation NavIC satellites are
envisaged to augment NavIC base layer constellation with enhanced features for ensuring

continuity of services. NSD 10



CABINET DECISIONS:The Union government has approved the National Critical Mineral

Mission with an outlay of more than 34 thousand crore rupees. The decision has been taken to
build a resilient value chain for critical mineral resources essential for promoting green
technologies. Briefing media in New Delhi today, Information and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw highlighted the importance of critical minerals for the development of the
economy. He said, critical mineral technologies are vital for energy transition, agriculture,
defence, electronics, telecommunications, transport, aerospace, nuclear and other sectors. The
government has also approved the price for ethanol procurement from sugarcane feedstock.
NSD 10

MLC ELECTIONS: In Telangana, elections to three MLC seats will be held on 27th of next

month due to retirement of the sitting members. The Election Commission of India has released
the schedule to this effect. Medak-Nizamabad-Adilabad graduates’ constituency and Medak-
Nizamabad-Adilabad and Warangal-Khammam-Nalgonda teacher’s constituencies will fall
vacant from 29th March. As per the schedule, the election will be held on 27" of next month
from 8AM to 4PM and the counting will be conducted on 3rd March. The last date for filing
nominations is 10th of next month. The Model Code of Conduct (MCC) has come into force

with immediate effect in the election-bound regions. MSL 9



