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MN::DIVYA DP-I 13.01.2025
EVE MAHAKUMBH

Over one crore and 50 lakh devotees and visitors took holy dip
today on Paush Poornima, the first day of Mahakumbh in Prayagraj.
In the world’s largest spiritual and cultural gathering, Mahakumbh,
flower petals were showered from Helicopters welcoming Devotees in
Prayagraj. Devotees are taking holy dip in various ghats of Triveni
Sangam, the confluence of river Ganga, Yamuna and mythical river
Saraswati. Our correspondent reported that government has done all
efforts to ensure the event is safe, secure, and memorable. A seven
layer security is in place for Mahakumbh. Two thousand Ganga
Sevadoots are ensuring cleanliness of rivers and ghats. The grand
event will continue till Mahashivaratri 26th February. A rare celestial
alignment that occurs only once in 144 years adds to the speciality of
Maha Kumbh this year.

<<<>>> ANUPAM MISHRA/WHATS APP/CB/1811
MN::DIVYA DP-1I 13.01.2025
DAY PM- SONAMARG TUNNEL

The Prime Minister Narendra Modi today inaugurated and dedicated



the prestigious Sonamarg Tunnel to the nation, in Central Kashmir’s
Ganderbal district. Union Ministers Nitin Gadkari, Dr Jitendra Singh, J&K Lt
Gov Manoj Sinha, Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, Senior UT Ministers,
Parliament Members, Legislators and senior Tunnel Project Officials were
present on the occasion. Prime Minister also inspected the tunnel by
moving inside the tunnel. He was briefed about the tunnel project. The
Sonamarg Tunnel will significantly reduce the travel time to just 20-25
minutes between Gagangeer and Sonamarg in Ganderbal district. The
Tunnel is a game-changer for the region, offering more than just a
connection between Gagangeer and Sonamarg. The tunnel is equipped
with cutting-edge technologies that provide real-time updates and
seamless connectivity for users. This futuristic infrastructure will enhance
the travel experience and also set a new standard for road connectivity in
the region. The work on the Tunnel project began in May 2015 and was
completed last year. The opening of the tunnel is a major step towards
making the Ladakh region accessible by road throughout the year. This
engineering marvel is poised to unlock the full potential of the region’s
trade and tourism sectors. The tunnel will boost up domestic and
international tourism in Sonamarg, while providing all weather connectivity
between Sonamarg and Gagangeer that leads to approach road towards
under construction Zojila tunnel. This will increase socio economic
development throughout the region including Kargil and Leh districts.

TARIQ/SRINAGAR/MAIL/1245 HRS
SANJIO:NIR EP-I 13.01.2025
SHEKHAWAT INTERVIEW

Union Tourism and Culture Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat has
said that Maha Kumbh 2025 is a landmark event not only for spiritual
gatherings but also for global tourism. In an exclusive interview with
Akashvani News, Mr Shekhawat said, to celebrate this momentous
occasion, the Tourism Ministry has rolled out several initiatives aimed at
boosting both domestic and international tourism. He said, Incredible India
Pavilion is offering an immersive experience for visitors, showcasing India's
rich cultural heritage and the significance of Kumbh Mela.

(BYTE : SHEKHAWAT)

The Culture Minister said, Kalagram at the Mahakumbh is a
testament to the Ministry’s commitment to showcasing the nation’s
timeless traditions through crafts, cuisine, and cultural performances,



blending spirituality with artistic brilliance.
(BYTE : SHEKHAWAT)

Tune in to 100.1 Akashvani Gold at 7.10 PM today to listen to this
exclusive broadcast.
<><>T&CA Unit, 1553 Hrs
SANJIO EP-I 13.01.2025
VAISHNAW-ZUCKERBERG
Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has rejected the
claims of META Company’s CEO Mark Zuckerberg that most incumbent
governments including India in the 2024 elections lost post-COVID. In a
social media post, Mr Vaishnaw added that it is disappointing to see
misinformation from Mr. Zuckerberg. He said that the Prime Minister’s
decisive 3rd-term victory is a testament to good governance and public
trust. He said India provided free food for 800 million people, 2.2 billion
free vaccines, and aid to nations worldwide during COVID.

<><>AMAN/1830

SANJIO EP-1 13.01.2025
EVE DELHI POLLS

As the nomination process is picking up pace for Delhi assembly
polls, prominent leaders have started hitting the ground to woo the voters.
Former Congress President Rahul Gandhi is going to address an election
rally in Silampur area this evening. Leaders of Delhi BJP unit and top
leaders of Aam Aadmi Party are also campaigning in different areas to
garner support in the favor of their candidates. Senior AAP leader and
Delhi Chief Minister Atishi today held a roadshow in Kalkaji area
ahead of filing nomination. With back to back press conferences on a
daily basis all three prominent parties BJP, Aam Aadmi Party and Congress
in Delhi are leaving no stone unturned to set their agendas for the
assembly polls. Meanwhile, Social media platforms have also turned into
political battlegrounds as ruling Aam Aadmi Party and opposition BJP are
releasing memes, posters and satires to target each other. Through such
creative campaign on Social Media, the BJP is questioning AAP over the
issues of alleged lavish spending on the Chief Minister’s Residence by the
then CM Arvind Kejriwal, alleged insult of Purvanchalis by AAP and on the
alleged liquor scam. It is also acusing the ruling party in Delhi of failing to
fulfill promises related to health, school, roads and drinking water in the



city. On the other hand, AAP is questioning BJP on the CM face in the poll
through its different creative videos and posters. The party is also accusing
BJP leaders of using foul language and registering fake voters. Dialogues of
Telegu blockbuster Pushpa and famous Web series Panchayat are being
mimicked to set the narrative on the digital space against each other.

<><><>DIWAKER/SUMIT/1724

SANJIO EP-I 13.01.2025
PREZ SINGAPORE - INDIA

President of Singapore Tharman Shanmugaratnam will be on a five
day visit to India from tomorrow. He will be accompanied by a high-level
delegation, including Ministers, Members of Parliament and officials. This
will be his first visit to India as the President of Singapore. During his visit,
President Tharman will hold discussions with President Droupadi Murmu,
who will also host a banquet in his honour. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will meet with the President of Singapore. President Tharman will also visit
Odisha from 17 to 18th of this month. India and Singapore have extensive
cooperation based on a long tradition of friendship, trust and mutual
respect. President Tharman’s visit is expected to provide further
momentum to bilateral relations between the two nation. The State Visit
will also mark the beginning of the celebrations of the 60th anniversary of
establishment of diplomatic relations between India and Singapore.

<><>DIPENDRA/1750



SANJIO EP-I 13.01.2025
EVE. ARMY CHIEF-BRIEFING

Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi said that the situation is
sensitive but stable at northern borders. He affirmed that the forces are
well poised to deal with any adverse situation, and building a robust
infrastructure at the border areas is the key priority of the Indian Army.
Briefing during the Annual Press Conference of the Indian Army in New
Delhi today, General Dwivedi said that the situation is under control in the
Jammu and Kashmir region, and it is moving forward from terrorism to
tourism. He informed that 60 percent of terrorists eliminated last year were
of Pakistan origin underlining the success of counter-terrorism operations.
He said, the situation in the Union Territory is currently undercontrol, but
infiltration attempts from across the border are continuing. He said that the
violence level is being orchestrated by the epicentre of terrorism that is
Pakistan.

(S/B- Updendra Dwivedi)

<><><>Bhupendra/Pallavi/1542

SANJIO:NIR EP-I 13.01.2025
REV. SHEKHAWAT INTERVIEW

Union Tourism and Culture Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat has
said that Maha Kumbh 2025 is a landmark event not only for spiritual
gatherings but also for global tourism. In an exclusive interview with
Akashvani News, Mr Shekhawat said, to celebrate this momentous
occasion, the Tourism Ministry has rolled out several initiatives aimed at
boosting both domestic and international tourism. He said, Incredible India
Pavilion is offering an immersive experience for visitors, showcasing India's
rich cultural heritage and the significance of Kumbh Mela.

(BYTE : SHEKHAWAT)

The Culture Minister said, Kalagram at the Mahakumbh is a
testament to the Ministry’s commitment to showcasing the nation’s
timeless traditions through crafts, cuisine, and cultural performances,
blending spirituality with artistic brilliance.

(BYTE : SHEKHAWAT)

Tune in to 100.1MHz, Akashvani Gold at 7.10 PM today to listen to
this exclusive broadcast in our programme “Surkhiyon Mein”.
<><>T&CA Unit, 1614 Hrs



INDIA - ENERGY WEEK (Atn Website)

India Energy Week 2025 will be held at Yashobhoomi in New Delhi
from 11th February this year. The four day event will provide a global
platform to bring together the best and the brightest of the energy
ecosystem. Addressing a press conference in New Delhi today, Secretary,
Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Pankaj Jain said, more than 700
exhibitors will showcase cutting-edge technologies and explore
opportunities to shape the future of energy. He added that 20 Foreign
Ministers and around 90 CEOs of companies will also attend the event. Mr
Jain said, India Energy Week will bring together industry leaders,
policymakers, researchers and innovators of India and abroad.
<><>DIPENDRA/1654



