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The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has announced that
the second phase of prisoner-hostage exchange between Hamas and Israel
has completed. The exchange was implemented under the initial terms of
the ceasefire agreement. In the second phase, 200 Palestinian prisoners
and 4 Israeli hostages were released, after thorough coordination and
review procedures conducted by the ICRC. IDF Spokesperson Daniel Hagari
said in a statement that 4 more Israeli hostages were welcomed after 477
days in Hamas captivity. He said that Israel's mission is not over until every
single hostage comes home.
CRICKET U-19 WOMEN'S

In the ICC Under-19 Women'’s T20 World Cup, Bangladesh has set a
target of 65 runs for India after they managed to score only 64 runs at the
loss of 8 wickets in stipulated 20 overs. Bangladesh's skipper Sumaiya
Akhter scored highest 21 runs and remained not out. For India, Vaishnavi
Sharma bagged 3 wickets. Earlier, Defending champions India led by Niki
Prasad won the toss and elected to bowl first, citing weather conditions.
The toss also got delayed due to wet outfield.
UAE
The Indian community in the UAE came together on Sunday morning to
celebrate the 76th Indian Republic Day with spirited ceremonies at the
Indian Embassy in Abu Dhabi and the Consulate in Dubai. Indian
Ambassador to the UAE, Sunjay Sudhir, unfurled the tricolour at the
embassy, while Consul General Satish Kumar Sivan hoisted the national
flag at the consulate. Both diplomats read excerpts from President
Droupadi Murmu’s Republic Day address, reflecting themes of pride and
patriotism. Dressed in India’s national colours, people of all ages gathered
to honour their homeland and the Indian Constitution, which came into
effect 76 years ago. With nearly 4 million Indian expatriates—the largest
expat community in the UAE—the celebrations highlighted the unity and
cultural richness of the subcontinent. Consul General Satish Kumar
Sivan emphasized the deepening ties between India and the UAE,
describing their relationship as rooted in mutual trust and respect.
Highlighting future opportunities for collaboration, he pointed to key
sectors such as digital technology, healthcare, space exploration,
renewable energy, and advanced technologies, including AI, IoT, and
Blockchain. He also revealed a joint effort to create a Hindi Large Language
Model, calling it a revolutionary initiative.
Bangladesh



In Bangladesh, the 76th Republic Day of India was celebrated with
enthusiasm and patriotic fervour at the High Commission of India in Dhaka
today. Members of the Indian community took part in large numbers in the
celebrations at the Chancery building. Indian High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Pranay Verma unfurled the national flag. He read excerpts
from the President’s address to the nation delivered on the eve of the
Republic Day.

Sri Lanka

The 76th Republic day is being celebrated in Sri Lanka at the High
Commission of India in Colombo and other diplomatic offices in Sri Lanka
as well. On the occasion, the acting High Commissioner Dr Satyanjal
Pandey unfurled the national flag at India House in Colombo.
Remembering the sacrifices made by Indian peacekeeping forces in Sri
Lanka, he laid a wreath at the IPKF memorial in Colombo. Reading out
President Draupadi Murmu’s address to the nation, Dr. Pandey highlighted
the importance and significance of India’s journey as a republic. Cultural
programmes were performed by students of Swami Vivekananda Cultural
Centre while Sri Lankan Navy band performed Ae Mere Watan ke logon
and other patriotic songs. The Indian community joined the celebrations
with patriotic fervour in big numbers.

Australian Open Tennis

In Australian Open Tennis, top seeded duo Taylor Townsend of US and
Czech player Katerina Siniakova clinched the Women'’s Doubles title at the
Melbourne Park’s iconic Rod Laver Arena today. They defeated third seed
pair of Latvia’s Jelena Ostapenko and Hsieh Su-wei of Taiwan by 6-2, 6-7,
6-3. On the other hand, in the Men’s Singles final, Italy’s Jannik Sinner will
face Germany’s Alexander Zverev this afternoon. The match is scheduled to
begin at 2 PM IST. World Number 1 Sinner will aim to defend his Australian
Open title.



Republic Day Prez

The Nation is celebrating the 76th Republic Day today. President Droupadi
Murmu led the Nation in celebrating the Republic Day from Kartavya Path
in New Delhi. The ceremony commenced with the visit of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to the National War Memorial, where he paid tributes to the
fallen heroes by laying a wreath.President Droupadi Murmu arrived at
Kartavya Path in a ceremonial buggy with Indonesian President Prabowo
Subianto, who was the Chief Guest at the parade. The National Flag was
unfurled followed by the national anthem with a 21-gun salute using 105-
mm Light Field Guns. The parade was heralded by 300 cultural artists
playing ‘Sare Jahan Se Achha’ with musical instruments of different parts of
the country. Showering of flower petals was carried out by Mi-17 1V
helicopters from 129 Helicopter Unit in the Dhwaj Formation. Tank T-90
(Bhishma), NAG Missile System along with BMP-2 Sarath, BrahMos, Pinaka
Multi-launcher Rocket System, Agnibaan Multi-barrel Rocket Launcher,
Akash Weapon System, Integrated Battlefield Surveillance System, All-
Terrain Vehicle (Chetak), and Light Specialist Vehicle (Bajrang) were on
display at the Kartavya Path.

Unified Pension Scheme

Unified Pension Scheme for government employees notified Centre has
officially notified the implementation of the Unified Pension Scheme, UPS.
Government had introduced Unified Pension Scheme in August last year, as
an option under the National Pension System for Central Government
employees. The scheme will come into effect from 1st April this year. The
notification issued yesterday stated that UPS shall be applicable to Central
Government employees who are covered under the National Pension
System and who choose this option under NPS. Existing central
government employees and future employees can choose to either take the
UPS option under the NPS or continue with the NPS without the UPS
option. According to the notification, any employee who has exercised the
UPS option cannot claim any other policy concession, policy change,
financial benefit, any parity with subsequent retirees later including post-
retirement.



Indonesia

160-member marching contingent and 190-member band contingent from
Indonesia took part in the Parade. Thirty-One tableaux from various States,
Union Territories, and Central Government Ministries and Departments
participated, showcasing the theme “Swarnim Bharat: Virasat aur Vikas.”
For the first time, a Tri-services tableau participated on Kartavya Path,
displaying the spirit of jointness and integration. Haryana’s tableau
showcased the Bhagwad Gita and the tableau of Uttar Pradesh depicted
the ongoing Mahakumbh 2025. The event concluded with a flypast by 47
aircraft. The flypast witnessed a breath-taking air show by Rafale, Su-30,
Jaguar, C-130, Dornier-228 and An-32 aircraft and Apache and Mi-17
helicopters. With Suparna Saikia, Anupam Mishra, Akashvani News, Delhi.
To honour their contributions in nation and society building, special guests
from different walks of life were invited as Government’s Special guests to
witness the event. Ten thousand Special Guests in 34 categories, including
the Sarpanches from villages, Handicraft and Handloom Artisans, SHG
members, ASHA and Anganwadi workers, Road Construction Workers were
invited as Special Guests.

SANJIO EP1I
26.1.25

VAISHNAW - MKB GUESTS

Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw today
interacted with special guests for the 76th Republic Day parade at
Akashvani Bhawan in New Delhi. He said all the special guests were
mentioned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his Mann Ki Baat
programme for working tirelessly for the society. Talking exclusively to
Akashvani News, Mr Vaishnaw stated that Prime Minister Modi has spread
the inspiring work being done by people through his Mann Ki Baat
programme.

(S/B ASHWINI VAISHNAW - byte sent in NSD Whatsapp group)

Our correspondent spoke to some of the special guests who shared



their experience of attending the Republic Day parade.
(VOX POP OF R DAY GUESTS)

Prasar Bharti Chairman Navneet Sehgal, Director General of
Akashvani Dr Pragya Paliwal Gaur, and Doordarshan Director General
Kanchan Prasad were also present on the occasion.
<><>Bhanu/Suparna/1544 hrs

SANJIO EP-I

26.01.2025
PM R DAY PARADE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today called the Republic Day parade a
vibrant display of country's unity in diversity. In a social media post, Mr
Modi wrote, the magnificent parade showcased cultural heritage and
military prowess. He added that the vibrant tableaux represented the rich
traditions of our states. <<<>>> BHANU/1733

SANJIO::RZ EP-II1 26.01.2025
USAID-BANGLADESH

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID)
suspended all assistance programmes in Bangladesh.

In a letter sent to all its implementing partners in Bangladesh, the US
donor agency USAID has directed yesterday to immediately stop, cease
and suspend any work in Bangladesh under contracts, work orders, grants,
cooperative agreements, or other acquisition or assistance instrument.

Earlier on Friday, the United States froze virtually all foreign aid,
making exceptions only for emergency food, and military funding for Israel
and Egypt.The action comes as a part of Reevaluation and Realignment of
United States Foreign Aid, in consistency with the foreign policy of
President Donalad Trump.

This sudden decision has raised significant concerns among various
project stakeholders, including US-funded non-governmental organizations



operating in Bangladesh.

The potential implications of the order will be substantial for
Bangladesh as the USAID program in Bangladesh is the largest in Asia,
with some of the world’s most important food security and health
programs, along with strategically important democracy and governance,
basic education, and environment activities.

USAID also oversees a large humanitarian assistance portfolio in
Bangladesh in response to the Rohingya crisis.

<><><> NAVALSANG PARMAR/ DHAKA/ MAIL/ 1732 HRS

SANJIO::RZ EP-I1 26.01.2025
DR. CHERIAN-PASSED AWAY

Dr. Cherian, a world renowned cardiologist for over 50 years passed
away at Bengaluru. The 82 year old Cardiologist reportedly collapsed while
attending a wedding yesterday. He had recently launched his biography in
Kerala. Among many credits, was that his first heart lung transplant on a
patient in India. A pioneer in cardiac surgery patients from all over the
world thronged to the Frontier lifeline hospital and Frontier Mediville, a
large medical science park that he set up at Chennai. His approach towards
children was highly applauded as he dealt with him in his own kind and
compassionate manner first treating the fear psychosis of both the Parents
and the children. After completing his medical education at Kasturba
Gandhi Hospital at Manipal he taught at CMC Vellore. He was fine trained
in cardiac surgery in Australia and New Zealand. He was also a term as
honorary cardiac surgeon to the President and worked extensively with
patients who came from foreign Nations for treatment. Some of the
experiences he shared on the occasion include how he performed heart
surgeries on 20 Iraqgi children and how he played the role of a diplomat in
the release of four Indian drivers who were imprisoned in Iraq.

<><><> JOY/ CHENNAI/ MAIL/ 1813 HRS.
KAH : PAWAN DP-1
26.01.2025

PUNJAB - REPUBLIC DAY

The 76th Republic Day was celebrated with great fervor in Punjab.
The state level programme was held at Ludhiana where, Punjab Governor,



Gulab Chand Kataria unfurled the National Flag.

Paying tributes to the martyrs, the Governor said that Punjab is a
glorious and prosperous state of our country, which has inspired the whole
of India with its bravery, valour, hard work and cultural heritage. He said
the state has played the leading role in realizing the slogan of Lal Bahadur
Shastri ji - ‘Jai Jawan Jai Kisan’ during the difficult times of the country. He
said the Punjab farmers have made a significant contribution in rescuing
the entire country from the food crisis and making it self-sufficient in food
storage.

RAJESH BALI/JALANDHAR/MAIL/1319 HRS

SANJIO EP-I1

26.01.2025
GOYAL-OMAN

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal will be on a two-day
visit to Muscat in Oman for the 11th Joint Commission Meeting from
tomorrow. During the visit, Mr Goyal will hold talks with Commerce,
Industry, and Investment Promotion Minister Oman, Qais bin Mohammed
bin Moosa al-Yousef. Both the Ministers will hold wide-ranging discussions
on trade, investment, and the global economic situation. The Commerce
and Industry Ministry in its statement said that the visit will underscore the
country's commitment to trade and investment ties with Oman and further
bolster the ties between the two countries.

<><><>BHANU/1754
KAH : PAWAN DP-I
26.01.2025

JAMMU - REPUBLIC DAY

In Jammu and Kashmir, the 76th Republic Day was today celebrated
with patriotic fervour and traditional gaiety across the Jammu division amid
tight security arrangements and participation of people from across the
social spectrum. Akashvani Jammu Correspondent reports that filled with
national spirit and warmth, students and youth dominated the scene at the
scintillating functions held at district, tehsil and block levels across all the
10 districts of the Jammu region.The celebrations presented the



stupendous spectacle of cultural diversity showcased through the brilliant
performance by the school children and folk artists. The UT level main
function was held at the Maulana Azad Stadium in Jammu, where
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha presided over the ceremony. The LG
hoisted the National Flag and inspected the Parade and took the salute at
the impressive March Past. The Chief Minister Omar Abdullah was the chief
guest on the occasion. The parade consisted of men and women
contingents drawn from Army, BSF, CRPF, JKP, JKAP, IRP, SSB, NCC
cadets, Bharat Scouts and guides, Ex servicemen, J&K Forest Protection
Force, UTDRF, JK Fire & Emergency Services and school students. Pipe and
Brass bands of BSF, JKP, JKAP and Army played tunes to the march past.
School children and artists of J&K Academy of Art Culture and Languages
presented a colorful cultural programme featuring theme based
presentations. The Dare Devils of Jammu and Kashmir Police mesmerised
the audience by their spectacular and thrilling performances. Acrobatics
and display of different sports were also presented by athletes and
sportspersons of J&K Sport Council.

N. GULSHAN RAINA/JAMMU/MAIL/1354 HRS



