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SHUKLA MP-I

18.12.2024
FUR. REV. PRADHAN - NTA

Union education minister Dharmendra Pradhan has said that National
Testing Agency (NTA) will conduct only competitive entrance tests for
admission to educational institutions from next year and will not hold any
recruitment exams. Addressing a press conference in New Delhi, he said that
the idea is to conduct error-free exams and fix accountability. Mr Pradhan
said, education and health ministries are deliberating on whether to conduct



the medical entrance exam NEET-UG in pen-and-paper mode or online mode.
The Minister said, the detailed modalities for NEET-UG is likely to be
announced in 2-3 weeks. He said that CUET-UG will continue to be held once
a year. The Education Minister shared recommendations of committee
headed by former ISRO chairman K Radhakrishnan for the smooth and fair
conduct of exams and strengthening of NTA. Mr Pradhan said, NTA will adopt
recommendations in letter and spirit whether it's about ensuring "secured
storage" of question papers and utilising govt educational institutions &
infrastructure where sanctity can be ensured while conducting exams.
VARIOUS SOURCES/0713

SHUKLA MP-II
18.12.2024
FRENCH PRESIDENT-PM MODI

French President Emmanuel Macron has expressed gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi after India extended its support in the aftermath of
Cyclone Chido, a devastating storm that struck the French archipelago of
Mayotte on Saturday. Prime Minister Modi had earlier conveyed his
condolences, stating, "Deeply saddened by the devastation caused by Cyclone
Chido in Mayotte." He added that under President Emmanuel Macron's
leadership, France will overcome this tragedy with resilience and resolve. He
further said that India stands in solidarity with France and is ready to extend all
possible assistance. Responding to PM Modi's message, President Macron
thanked him on social media. Cyclone Chido, a Category 4 storm, wreaked
havoc as it swept through the southwestern Indian Ocean over the weekend.
According to Meteo-France, Cyclone Chido was the strongest storm to hit
Mayotte in more than 90 years.

SUDHIR/NET/0717

SHUKLA MP-I
18.1°2.2024

REV. ONOE - JPC

The government has agreed to refer One Nation One Election
(ONOE) bills to Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) for wider consultations.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah told Lok Sabha that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi himself suggested that the bill should be sent to the JPC as there should



be a detailed discussion over it at every level. Mr Shah's statement came amid
an uproar in the Lok Sabha as Union Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal tabled
the Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024,
and the Union Territories Law (Amendment) Bill, 2024, to enable
simultaneous polls. Soon after the bills were introduced in the Lok Sabha, the
opposition party leaders registered their objections with the bill. While
introducing the bills in the lower house of Parliament, Mr Meghwal had said
that the government is ready to send ONOE to the JPC. He also termed the
objection to ONE bills as political in nature. The two bills are aimed at holding
Lok Sabha and State Assembly elections simultaneously in the country.

The JPC is an ad hoc Committee set up by the Parliament to conduct a
thorough examination of a specific subject or Bill. It consists of members
from both Houses and the ruling and opposition parties. However, the
number of members and composition of the JPC are not limited. The JPC is
dissolved after the examination is completed. The JPC's recommendations
are advisory, and the government is not required to abide by its decision. The
committee can also gather evidence from experts and consult public bodies,
associations, individuals, and other interested parties.

Diwakar/CB/Various Sources/0738

SHUKLA MP-1 18.12.2024
REV. AMIT SHAH - UCC

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that the BJP will bring Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) in every state under its rule as the party did in
Uttarakhand. Concluding the discussion in the Rajya Sabha on the 75 years
of adoption of the Constitution, Mr Shah launched a scathing attack on the
Congress for failing to implement the UCC across the country. Home Minister
accused the Congress of appeasement politics and asked the party to clarify
why there should not be a common law for every religion in a secular nation.

(S/B - AMIT SHAH)

Mr Shah also lashed out at Congress over its allegations concerning Electronic
Voting Machines (EVM), saying some of those who made complaints about
the results in Maharashtra celebrated it in Jharkhand, where JMM-led INDIA
bloc won the Assembly elections. He said, the Election Commission of India
had asked people to check if it was possible to hack the EVMs, but nobody
turned up. Home Minister said, Supreme Court rejected the petitions on EVMs
24 times. The debate on 75 years of the Constitution started in Rajya Sabha



on Monday and lasted two days. Lok Sabha held the debate last week.

Diwakar/CB/Various Sources/0748
SB DP-1
18.12.2024

REDDY LANGUAGES

Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy has said that the Government has given
special emphasis on cultural development and unity along with infrastructure
development, economic development and agriculture. Briefing media in New
Delhi this morning, the Minister said that the languages of the country are an
important base for the nation’s unity and cultural history.

Speaking about the Country’s historical diversity, Mr. Reddy said India
has 121 prominent languages and nearly 1600 dialects. He added that the
languages are not only a mode of communication but also important heritage
of knowledge culture and traditions. Mr. Reddy also mentioned that the Union
Government has taken initiatives to preserve and protect languages and
dialects as languages are important medium for empowerment and personal
expression.

Mr. Reddy stated that in October this year the Union Cabinet gave
classical language status to Marathi, Pali, Prakrit, Assamese and Bengali. He
added that India is the only country which has given classical language status
to 11 languages.

<><><>SUMIT/ANUPAM/1053HRS

SB::DIVYA DP-1

18.12.2024
IIT KHARAGPUR

Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur ranked 2nd in India in the
latest QS World University Rankings Sustainability 2025. The institute jumped
ahead 147 places in comparison to its 2024 performance to become the
202nd University in the world; 23rd in Asia and 2nd in India. It has been
ranked in Environment research, Environment Sustainability, Knowledge
Exchange, Employability, Opportunity and Governance.

KALYAN LAL/KOLKATA/MAIL/0958 HRS.



SHUKLA::AARTI MP-1 18.12.2024
NITI AAYOG- IGIDR WORKSHOP

NITI Aayog, in collaboration with the University of California, Berkeley
and Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research (IGIDR), organised a
two days ‘International Workshop on India’s Multiple Transitions: Financing a
big Investment Push’ that concluded in Mumbai yesterday.

Suman K Bery, Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog, in his inaugural remarks
emphasised that the journey of growth for India over the last couple of
decades has been impressive. He further added that India's journey from
being the 10th largest economy in 2014 to 5th today has been an incredibly
fast growth in the phase of global and domestic challenges.

In his keynote address, Dr. V. Anantha Nageswaran, Chief Economic
Advisor, Government of India observed that India's journey to becoming a
high-income economy by 2047 hinges on unlocking domestic savings,
deepening financial markets, and driving transformative investments in
innovation and sustainability.

Dr. Basanta Pradhan, Director and Vice Chancellor, IGIRD participating
in the deliberations said that India’s ambition to achieve developed country
status by 2047 was a remarkable goal. To realize it, a sustained GDP growth
of 7 to 8% would be needed for a long period of time. It requires investment
to pick up and grow rapidly.

<><>C PRARTHNA, MUMBAI, MAIL/0824
SB DP-11

18.12.2024
REV. DAY. CRICKET - IND-AUS - RESULT

In Cricket, the third Test of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy at the Gabba,
in Brisbane ended in a dramatic draw as rain played spoilsport. India, batting
in their second innings, were 8 for no loss when play was halted due to rains.
The visitors needed 267 runs to win at the time, but the weather denied
either side a decisive result.

Earlier on day five, India were all out for 260 in their first innings in
response to Australia’s 445. Resuming at their overnight total of 252 for nine,
India managed to add just eight runs on the morning of day five. Jasprit
Bumrah, with an unbeaten 10, and Akash Deep, with a gutsy 31, put up a
spirited fight on day four to help India narrowly avoid the follow-on. The duo
forged a crucial 47-run stand for the final wicket. K L Rahul was the top scorer
for India, with 84 runs while Ravindra Jadeja scored 77 runs. Australia’s Pat



Cummins took 4 wickets, including those of Rohit Sharma and Ravindra
Jadeja, while Mitchell Starc claimed 3.

The five-match series is currently tied at 1-1. The fourth test match of

the series will start on 26th of this month at Melbourne.
<><><> VISHNU/CB/1114 HRS
SB::DIVYA DP-II

18.12.2024
WICKREMESINGHE PRAISES JOINT STATEMENT

Former Sri Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe has praised the
joint statement issued during President Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s recent
visit to India. In a statement issued in Colombo, the former President
welcomed the development, saying it further deepens Indo-Lanka
cooperation.

The joint statement followed comprehensive talks in New Delhi
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Dissanayake, who
visited India on his first overseas trip since assuming office in September. Mr.
Wickremesinghe applauded the President for advancing the Economic and
Technical Cooperation Agreement (ETCA) and supporting Trincomalee's
development as a regional energy and industrial hub.

The joint statement highlighted agreements on energy connectivity, a
high-capacity power grid interconnection, and a multi-product energy
pipeline. Both nations also pledged to explore a framework Agreement on
Defence Cooperation, underscoring their commitment to regional stability
and development.

Ahmed Muyeen Farooqi,Colombo,Mail, 1115 Hrs.

SB::DIVYA DP-1

18.12.2024
PAR-ADJOURN

Both the Houses of Parliament have been adjourned till 2 PM

following ruckus by the Opposition making accusations against Union Home
Minister Amit Shah of insulting Dr B R Ambedkar. In Lok Sabha, when the
House assembled for the day, Opposition parties including Congress, DMK
and Left started sloganeering against the remarks of Mr. Shah during his
speech in Rajya Sabha yesterday. They trooped into the well of the House.
Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs, Arjun Ram Meghwal and other
members of Treasury objected to the conduct of the opposition. Mr. Meghwal
alleged that Congress has always insulted Dr. Ambedkar. He also alleged



that Congress was forced to give respect to Dr. Ambedkar due to political
compulsion.
(BYTE- Arjun Ram Meghwal)
Amid din, Speaker Om Birla adjourned the House till 2 PM.

Similar issue also rocked the Rajya Sabha proceedings. Members
from Congress, DMK, RID, AAP and others started sloganeering protesting
over the remarks of the Union Home Minister. Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar
said, Dr. Ambedkar is a highly respected figure and he is exemplary to
everyone. Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said, during his speech
yesterday Mr. Shah expressed utmost regard to Dr. Ambedkar. He accused
Congress for disrespecting Dr. Ambedkar during his lifetime and hatching
conspiracy to defeat him in the Lok Sabha polls at that time. He also alleged
that the Congress has used his name for its vote bank politics which is
condemnable.

(BYTE - RIJIJU)

Amid pandemonium, the Chairman adjourned the House till 2 PM.

Meanwhile, Opposition MPs held a protest outside Parliament
demanding an apology from Mr. Shah. Members from Congress, DMK, RID,
AAP, Left and others raised slogans against the government over the issue.
Talking to media, Leader of Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun
Kharge hit out at the Home Minister over his comments. He alleged that
through his remarks, Mr. Shah has insulted the architect of the Constitution.

(BYTE- MALLIKARJUN KHARGE)
<><><>PARLIAMENT TEAM/1155 HRS



