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EVE RS-ADJOURNED

Rajya Sabha has been adjourned for the day amid verbal duel
between the Treasury and Opposition benches over the alleged bribery
charges against Adani Group and nexus between Congress leaders and US
based George Soros Foundation. After the first adjournment, when the
House met at 2 PM, the House witnessed sloganeering from both Treasury
and Opposition sides. Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar tried to conduct the
proceedings amid the din. JD (S) MP HD Deve Gowda criticised the
opposition for giving notices for a no-confidence motion against the
Chairman. He said, opposition should allow the House to function. Leader
of Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge accused Mr Dhankhar of being partial. He
alleged that the Treasury bench is making factless allegations against the
Congress party and the Chair is encouraging them. Mr. Kharge said, the
role of Chairman should be like umpire, but instead of discharging his duty,
the Chair is working in a partisan manner. During the remarks of Mr.
Kharge, members from both sides continued their protest and
sloganeering. Amid the pandemonium, the Chairman adjourned the House
for the day.
PKM::NIR EPP 12.12.2024



EVE LS-ADJOURNED

The Lok Sabha also faced repeated disruptions. After the completion of the
Question Hour in the Lok Sabha, Congress MP Jothimani raised the issue of
alleged bribery charges against the Adani Group. Countering her allegation,
BIJP MP Nishikant Dubey raised the issue of alleged nexus between the
Rajiv Gandhi Foundation and the US based George Soros Foundation. He
alleged that the Bharat Jodo Yatra of Rahul Gandhi and his US trips were
sponsored by George Soros. Objecting to Mr. Dubey's remarks, the
opposition parties including the Congress and others trooped into the well,
raising slogans against the government.

PKM::NIR EP-1 12.12.2024
PM-PRAYAG WITH V/C

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Sangam Nagri Prayagraj
tomorrow and formally inaugurate the Mahakumbh-2025 which will
officially start from 13th of January next year. On this occasion
Mahakumbh projects worth around rupees 7,000 crores, which are fully
ready, will be inaugurated by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi. A report
from our correspondent:

(V/C-SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI)

"Prime__Minister will _inaugurate various projects for
Mahakumbh 2025. It will include various rail and road projects
like 10 new Road Over Bridges (RoBs) or flyovers, permanent
Ghats and riverfront roads, among others, to boost infrastructure
and provide seamless connectivity in Prayagraj. Prime Minister
will _inaugurate major temple corridors which will _include
Bharadwaj Ashram corridor, Shringverpur Dham _corridor,
Akshayvat corridor. Hanuman Mandir corridor among others. The
PM will stay in the tent city for around three hours, offering
prayers at Triveni Sangam, Akshayvat and Lord Hanuman
Temple, and will perform Ganga pujan and aarti. PM will also

address a rally at the Kumbh Mela area.
SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI AAKASHWANI NEWS PRAYAGRAJ"

<><>SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI, PRAYAGRAJ, MAIL,1555 HRS
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REV SC - WORSHIP ACT

The Supreme Court today ordered that no fresh suits would be registered
under the Places of Worship Act in the country. It also ordered that in the
pending cases, no final or effective orders would be passed till further
orders of the Apex Court. A Special Bench headed by CJI Sanjiv Khanna
asked the Union government to file within four weeks its reply to the clutch
of petitions challenging the validity of the 1991 Act, which prohibits the
filing of a lawsuit to reclaim a place of worship or seek a change in its
character from what prevailed on 15th August 1947. The Bench, also
comprising Justices Sanjay Kumar and K. V. Viswanathan, appointed
advocates Kanu Agarwal, Vishnu Shankar Jain and Ejaz Magbool as nodal
counsel to make compilations of pleadings on behalf of the Union, the
petitioners and the parties supporting the Act. In March 2021, a Bench
headed by then CJI S.A. Bobde sought the Centre's response to the plea
filed by advocate Ashwini Upadhyay, challenging the validity of certain
provisions of the law. Meanwhile, several intervention/impleadment
applications have been moved before the Apex Court seeking the dismissal
of the petitions against the Places of Worship Act.

<<<>>> SANJIO/ IANS/1732

LS - UJJWALA

The Government today said under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana
2.0, 1.6 crore LPG connections have been issued in the country for the
period of 2023-24 to 2025-26. In a written reply to a question in Lok Sabha
, Minister of State for Petroleum and Natural Gas Suresh Gopi informed
that the target was set for 2025 -26 which has been already achieved in
July this year. He said as a result of government efforts LPG coverage in
the country has improved from 62 percent in April 2016 to near saturation.

The Minister further added that the Ujjawala was launched in May
2016 with an aim to provide deposit free LPG connections to women from
poor households across the country. Mr. Gopi said the target to provide 8
crore LPG connections under PMUY Phase I was achieved in September
2019. The Union minister informed that for enhanced user accessibility for
seamless and hassle free booking of LPG refills several initiatives like SMS,
IVRS ( Interactive Voice Response Systems) , Whatsapp Calling directly on



the phone number of distributor , e-commerce platforms , Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs) apps and OMCs web portals are rolled out.
<><><>Parliament Team/1650 HRS

PKM EP-1 12.12.2024
RAIJNATH-ARMY CHIEF NEPAL

Chief of Army Staff of Nepal, General Ashok Raj Sigdel called on
Defence Minister, Rajnath Singh in New Delhi today. During the meeting,
they held discussions on a number of issues pertaining to the bilateral
relations. Mr. Singh highlighted the various facets of defence cooperation
including training, regular exercises, workshops and seminars to enhance
the capability of Nepal Army as well as supply of defence equipment and
stores. The Minister reiterated India’s intention to strengthen relations with
its neighbors in tune with the Neighborhood First Policy. He also conveyed
that, as close neighbors, India and Nepal share similar perspectives on
many issues of mutual concern.

<><><>SUMIT/1735hrs

PKM::NIR EPP 12.12.2024
TMC GHOSE RIJIJU

TMC Rajya Sabha MP Sagarika Ghose has brought a privilege motion
against the Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju for his alleged
remarks against the opposition in the House yesterday. Talking to reporters
outside Parliament, Mrs Ghose said that it is the responsibility of the
Parliamentary Affairs Minister to ensure smooth conduct of the Parliament
session. She alleged that Mr Rijiju has insulted the opposition and his
remarks should be expunged. She also demanded an apology from the
Minister.

<><>PARLIAMENT TEAM/1556



TRIPTI DP-I 12.12.2024
REV. SHEKHAWAT TOURISM

Culture and Tourism Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat has
highlighted that the country's domestic tourist visits increased
from nearly 120 crore in 2014 to 250 crore in 2023. Mr Shekhawat
was interacting with the media about the initiatives and development in the
tourism sector in New Delhi today. He stressed that India's ranking in the
Global Travel and Tourism Development Index has jumped from sixty fifth
to thirty ninth in the last ten years. Mr Shekhawat added that the tourism
sector created more than seven crore jobs in the years 2022 to 2023. The
Culture Minister also highlighted goverment's plan to build the world's
biggest museum in front of Rashtrapati Bhawan to showcase the evolution
of ten thousand years of the country.

BHANU/1400

REV. HOCKEY INDIA-PRASAR BHARATI

Prasar Bharati today signed an MoU with Hockey India in New Delhi,
to provide live broadcast of the upcoming Hockey India League. With this
MoU, Doordarshan has become the official broadcast partner for Hockey
India League (HIL) 2024-25. This League will commence from 28th of this
month in Rourkela, Odisha and Ranchi, Jharkhand. On the occasion, HIL
governing committee member Bhola Nath Singh said that Hockey is more
than just a sport for the country and it is also a symbol of nation's unity
and pride. He added that HIL is ready to present a spectacular season of
HIL, after partnership with Doordarshan. Mr. Singh expressed confidence
that this partnership will strengthen the people's bond with hockey.

In his remarks, Prasar Bharati Chairman, Navneet Sehgal has termed
this MoU as a big milestone in the history of Hockey. He added that under
the MoU, National sports Hockey will reach across the country including
rural India. Prasar Bharati CEO, Gaurav Dwivedi, expressed that
Doordarshan is privileged to partner with Hockey India League. He added,
through Prasar Bharati's comprehensive coverage, we aim to bring the
electrifying spirit of hockey, including the historic debut of the Women's
HIL and amplifying the league's impact. Our correspondent reports that
this year's hockey edition is historic as it marks the inaugural season of the
Women's Hockey India League, alongside the much-anticipated men's



competition. The league will feature 8 men's teams and 4 women's teams.
At the MoU exchanged ceremony, Director General of Akashvani

News Dr. Pragya Paliwal Gaur, Director General of Doordarshan Kanchan

Prashad, Director General of Doordarshan News Priya Kumar and others

senior officials of Prasar Bharati and Hockey India also graced the

occasion.

<><>RAHISUDDIEN/1600



TRIPTI :: MADHVI EPP 12.12.2024
PAR-NADDA

Leader of Rajya Sabha and BJP chief JP Nadda today hit out at the
Congress over the issue of alleged nexus of party leaders with US based
George Soros Foundation. Talking to media outside Parliament, Mr Nadda
said, Congress should tell the nation about its alleged links with George
Soros who wants to destabilise the country. He said, Congress wants to
deviate the attention of the people from this issue. He said, BJP will take
the issue among the people and apprise them about the irresponsible
behaviour of Congress. Mr. Nadda also criticised the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi for not showing respect to the
post of Vice President. He termed Mr. Gandhi’'s behaviour as immature. He
said, Mr Gandhi and Congress leaders have tarnished the image of
Parliament.

<><><> PARLIAMENT TEAM/ 1440

TRIPTI DP-I 12.12.2024

REV. SHEKHAWAT TOURISM

Culture and Tourism Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat has
highlighted that the country's domestic tourist visits increased from nearly
120 crore in 2014 to 250 crore in 2023. Mr Shekhawat was interacting with
the media about the initiatives and development in the tourism sector in
New Delhi today. He stressed that India's ranking in the Global Travel and
Tourism Development Index has jumped from sixty fifth to thirty ninth in
the last ten years. Mr Shekhawat added that the tourism sector created
more than seven crore jobs in the years 2022 to 2023. The Culture Minister
also highlighted goverment's plan to build the world's biggest museum in
front of Rashtrapati Bhawan to showcase the evolution of ten thousand
years of the country.
BHANU/1400



