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GAURAV EP-I 06.12.2024
REV. EVE. PM - ASHTALAKSHMI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that the Northeast holds immense
potential to propel the country's growth. He added that the 21st century
belongs to the East, to Asia, and to India. Mr. Modi underscored that
several northeastern cities like Agartala, Guwahati, Gangtok, Aizawl,
Shillong, Itanagar, and Kohima have huge potential, similar to big cities.
The Prime Minister today inaugurated the Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav at Bharat
Mandapam in New Delhi. Highlighting the importance of the Ashtalakshmi
Mahotsav, Mr. Modi said that this is the first and unique event which will
open huge investment opportunities in the Northeastern states. He also
stated that this is a great opportunity for the farmers, artisans, and
craftsmen of the Northeast, as well as investors from all over the world. He
added that the government is connecting the Northeast with the trinity of
Emotion, Economy, and Ecology. The Prime Minister pointed out that the
Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav is a celebration of the brighter future of the
Northeast and marks the festival of a new dawn of development, propelling
the mission of a Viksit Bharat. Earlier at the event, children from the
Northeastern states presented a sapling of the Peepal tree, the
Ashtalakshmi Plant, to the Prime Minister.
The three-day Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav highlights the vast cultural tapestry
of Northeast India, bringing together an array of traditional arts, crafts,
and cultural practices. The Mahotsav is a unique platform to showcase the
region’s vibrant textile industry, artisanal crafts, tourism opportunities, and
unique products from all eight Northeastern states. The biggest attraction
is the Rural Haat Bazaar, showcasing produce and art from farmers and
artisans of the region. Over 250 artisans are displaying unique handicrafts



and handlooms, including 34 GI-tagged items.
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GAURAV EP-I
06.12.2024
SITHARAMAN-PRE BUDGET

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman today chaired the first
pre-budget consultation with leading economists in New Delhi for the
upcoming union budget. Along with the finance minister, Minister of State
for finance Pankaj Chaudhary, Finance Secretary and Chief Economic
Adviser also attended the meeting.

SAKLEN/1733 HRS

GAURAV::RZ EP-I 06.12.2024
EVE. PUNJAB-FARMERS

Haryana Police were forced to fire tear-gas shells on a group of
protesting farmers at Shambhu Border when they tried to uproot
barricades erected there to march further, despite requests from the police
that the farmers had no permission to move forward. Meanwhile, it has
been learned that the farmer leaders have called the group back for the
time being, but not the protest. They will decide on the next action plan
accordingly. Earlier, a group of farmers from Punjab that started marching
on foot towards Delhi this afternoon from Shambhu Border was stopped by
the Haryana Police there. The police had sealed the Shambhu Border and
deployed many of its companies along with the CAPF. In view of the
farmers' protest, the Haryana Government had imposed prohibitory orders
under Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (formerly
Section 144 of the CrPC), banning any procession in Ambala. Meanwhile,
the internet in 11 villages of Ambala adjoining the Punjab-Haryana border
has also been shut down.
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REV. RS-PRASAR BHARATI D2M



Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting Dr L Murugan has
said that his Ministry supports and promotes adoption of emerging
technologies in the broadcasting sector by issuing appropriate policy
directions from time to time. He said, Prasar Bharati continuously
upgrades the Akashvani and Doordarshan networks by adopting
emerging technologies in broadcasting sector like digitalization of
network and upgradation to latest equipment. In a written reply
in the Rajya Sabha today, the Minister said, Prasar Bharati has
also entered into an MoU with IIT-Kanpur for Direct to Mobile
D2M broadcasting technology. He said, D2M broadcasting is a new
technology as it enables direct delivery of broadcast signals (video, audio,
data) to mobile phones and smart devices without SIM by leveraging
terrestrial broadcast infrastructure. Dr Murugan said, the D2M network can
be used to inform, educate and entertain the masses at free or affordable
costs and can also be used as a data pipe to deliver educational content,
emergency alerts, disaster management updates etc. He said the Digital
Radio broadcasting technology is also an affordable mass communication
tool as it enables the users to access multiple radio channels over a single
radio frequency.

<><>L<><>
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GAURAV::RZ EPP
06.12.2024
RS-FAKE NEWS

Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting Dr L Murugan has
said that the Government is committed to take all possible actions to
control the spread of fake and misleading information which has potential
to weaken the democracy and create fissures in the society. In a written
reply in the Rajya Sabha today, Dr Murugan said, in this regard, the
Government has statutory and institutional mechanisms in place to address
fake news on various media platforms. He said, a Fact Check Unit has been
set up under Press Information Bureau in Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting in November 2019 to counter fake news relating to the
Central Government. The Minister said, after verifying the authenticity of
news from authorised sources in Ministries and Departments, Fact Check
Unit posts correct information on its social media platforms.



He said, for Print Media, the newspapers have to adhere to Norms of
Journalistic Conduct brought out by the Press Council of India which
restrains publication of fake or defamatory or misleading news. Dr Murugan
said, the Council holds inquiry into alleged violations of Norms and may
warn, admonish or censure the newspaper, editors, journalists, etc.

He said, content on TV channels is required to adhere to the
Programme Code under the Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act
1995 which provides that no content which contains anything obscene,
defamatory, deliberate, false and suggestive innuendos and half-truths is
broadcasted on private satellite TV channels. The Minister said, Cable
Television Network (Amendment) Rules 2021 provides for a three-tier
grievance redressal mechanism to look into the complaints relating to the
violation of the Code by the TV channels.

With regard to Digital news publishers, Dr Murugan said, the
Government has notified the IT Rules 2021 under the Information
Technology Act. These Rules provide for a code of ethics for the publishers
of news and current affairs on digital media which requires adherence to
the Norms of Journalistic Conduct brought out by PCI and the Programme
Code under Cable Television Network Regulation Act, 1995.

<><><><>
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GAURAV::RZ EP-I 06.12.2024
UP-KANNAUJ ACCIDENT

In Uttar Pradesh, at least 8 people died and around 18 were seriously
injured in a road accident on the Agra-Lucknow Expressway today in the
Sakarawa police station area of Kannauj district. The accident took place
when a double-decker bus traveling from Lucknow to Delhi lost control and
overturned after colliding with a truck parked on the expressway. The
injured have been admitted to Saifai Medical College. State Jal Shakti
Minister Swatantra Dev Singh reached the accident site and gave
instructions to provide better treatment to the injured.
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06.12.2024
LS: AIR POLLUTION

The government today said that there is no conclusive data available
in the country to establish a direct correlation between death or disease



exclusively due to air pollution. In a written reply to a question in the Lok
Sabha, Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare Prataprao Jadhav
said air pollution is one of the aggravating factors for respiratory ailments
and associated diseases. He said the health effects of air pollution are a
synergistic manifestation of factors which include food habits, occupational
habits, socioeconomic status and medical history of individuals.

<><>PARLIAMENT TEAM/1521 HRS
GAURAV::HC EPP 06.12.2024
EVE. PARL - ADJOURN
Both Houses of Parliament were adjourned for the day today
following uproar on different issues. The Rajya Sabha was adjourned after
a ruckus by the treasury bench members on the issue of the cash row,
while the Lok Sabha was adjourned amidst protests by opposition members
on BJP MP Nishikant Dubey’s allegation against Leader of the Opposition
Rahul Gandhi and other Congress leaders.
In the Rajya Sabha, when the Upper House met in the post-lunch session,
treasury bench members started sloganeering against the Opposition over
the recovery of a bundle of currency notes from the seat of Congress MP
Abhishek Manu Singhvi. Amidst pandemonium, Deputy Chairman Harivansh
tried to take up Private Members' business, but in vain. He repeatedly
urged the agitating members to allow the House to take up the scheduled
business, but they continued with their protest. As the uproar continued,
the House was adjourned for the day.
Earlier, when the House met this morning, Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar
informed that a bundle of currency notes was recovered from the Rajya
Sabha chamber yesterday during the routine anti-sabotage check after the
adjournment of the House. He said a wad of currency notes was recovered
by the security officials from the seat presently allotted to Mr. Singhvi. He
said the incident was brought to his notice, and an investigation is
underway in this matter.
(BYTE: JAGDEEP

DHANKHAR)
Leader of the Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge said his party has no objection
to the investigation. However, he added that the Chair should not have
named the MP, as a probe is underway. Mr. Kharge highlighted that only
after the investigation can one reach a conclusion.

(S/B: MALLIKARJUN



KHARGE)
Responding to it, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said he agrees
with the Chairman's observation that there must be a serious investigation,
and the concerns raised by the members are also very genuine. He said
one should not have any objection to it.
(S/B: KIREN

RIJIJU)
Leader of the House and Union Minister JP Nadda also echoed the same
views, saying that it is an unprecedented incident and that everyone should
condemn it. He said such incidents lower the dignity of the Upper House.

(S/B:J P NADDA)
Another Union Minister, Piyush Goyal, targeted the opposition over the
issue. In the Lok Sabha, when the Lower House reassembled after the first
adjournment at 12 noon, BJP MP Nishikant Dubey repeated his yesterday’s
allegations that a US-based investor, a foreign media platform, and the
Congress are trying to derail India's success story. Opposition members,
led by Congress, created a ruckus over Mr. Dubey’s allegations against
Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi and other Congress leaders. The
Presiding Officer adjourned the House for the day. In the morning, when
the House met for the day, opposition members, including those from
Congress, created noisy scenes over the issue of alleged bribery charges
against a prominent business group and other matters. Speaker Om Birla
urged the members to allow the House to take up the Question Hour, but
they did not pay heed. He said the House will run as per the rules and
decorum. As the uproar continued, the House was adjourned until 12 noon,
minutes after it met for the day.

<><>PARLIAMENT TEAM/1528 HRS
HIMANI RANA DP-1 06.12.2024
EAM-INDIA-JAPAN FORUM

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar has underscored the
growing significance of semiconductor collaboration between India and
Japan. Speaking at the India-Japan Forum Inaugural Session Conversation
in New Delhi today, Dr. Jaishankar highlighted that both nations are also
working closely with Taiwan in this field, paving the way for a major
partnership that could reshape global semiconductor dynamics. Dr.
Jaishankar noted that semiconductors are a critical component for



balancing geopolitical level equations in the coming decade, emphasizing
the importance of such collaboration. He also pointed out India’s increasing
openness to international collaborations, including encouraging students to
study abroad and welcoming foreign students to Indian campuses.

[Byte- S Jaishankar
(https://x.com/ANI/status/1864881566234874263)]

Highlighting the good relationship between India and Japan, Dr.
Jaishankar emphasized that a good relationship doesn't automatically
translate into effective collaboration. He noted that the challenge lies in
converting goodwill into actionable plans. He highlighted the rising trend of
foreign travel among Indians, with the country issuing between 13 million
to 15 million passports annually, marking a growth of 10-15 per cent per
year. Dr. Jaishankar pointed out that despite the growing interest in foreign
tourism, Japan is yet to see a significant increase in Indian tourists. He
mentioned that Southeast Asia, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Gulf and
Europe are the regions where Indian tourism has been growing rapidly.

[Byte-S Jaishankar
(https://x.com/ANI/status/1864887679357456529)]

He also underscored the need for further discussions with China to
rebuild the relationship. Dr Jaishankar highlighted that India and Japan
share position as neighbors to China. He said that India’s relationship with
China had been stable and growing for many years, with significant trade
and investment, particularly from China to India. He pointed out that India
have had a lot of market access issues in China. Dr Jaishankar also
underlined that peaceful status quo was disrupted in 2020 when China
increased its military presence along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). He
said that this incident, in which a number of soldiers got killed, impacted
the relationship. Emphasizing that it took India 4.5 years to negotiate the
disengagement of military forces along the LAC, Dr Jaishankar noted that
the country still have to de-escalate because there's still a very large
number of forces in the region.

[Byte- S Jaishankar
(https://x.com/ANI/status/1864894137000202310)]
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