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NSD
SHUKLA MP-I 27.12.2024
MANMOHAN - CONDOLENCE

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have expressed grief over the passing of
former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh. In her message, the President
said, Dr Singh was one of those rare politicians who also straddled the
worlds of academia and administration with equal ease. President Murmu
also said, the former Prime Minister has made critical contributions in his
various roles in public offices to reforming the Indian Economy. In his
message, Mr Dhankhar called the former Prime Minister a distinguished
economist who transformed India's economic landscape. In his message,
Prime Minister Modi said that India mourns the loss of one of its most
distinguished leaders. He noted that Dr. Singh, rising from humble origins,
became a respected economist. Mr. Modi said, he served in various



government positions as well, including as Finance Minister, leaving a
strong imprint on India's economic policy over the years. He also praised
Dr. Singh’s insightful interventions in Parliament and his extensive efforts
to improve the lives of people during his tenure as Prime Minister. In his
condolence message, Union Home Minister Amit Shah said Dr. Manmohan
Singh played an important role in the governance of the country, from
being the Governor of the RBI to the Finance Minister and as the Prime
Minister. In his message, Union Minister and BJP President JP Nadda said
that Dr Singh's leadership earned admiration and respect across party lines
and his legacy will continue to inspire generations in their pursuit of nation-
building. Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
has expressed sadness over the loss and highlighted that Dr. Singh's
leadership, humility, and dedication will always be remembered.

In his condolence message, Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge
said, India has lost a visionary statesman, a leader of unimpeachable
integrity, and an economist of unparalleled stature. He emphasized that Dr.
Singh’s immense contributions to nation-building will forever be etched in
the annals of Indian history. In his message, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
said, Dr Singh led India with immense wisdom and integrity. He added that
Dr. Singh’s humility and deep understanding of economics inspired the
nation. In his condolence message, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
described Dr. Singh’s demise as an irreparable loss for Indian politics. He
said, under Dr. Singh's leadership, the Indian economy was given a new
direction.

Various Sources/0520
SHUKLA MP-II 27.12.2024
JAISHANKAR - US

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar met US National Security
Advisor, Jake Sullivan in Washington DC last night. The two leaders held
wide-ranging discussions on the progress of the India-US strategic
partnership and exchanged views on current regional and global
developments. Dr Jaishankar is on a 6-day visiting to United States from
December 24. The External Affairs Minister will meet his US counterpart to
discuss key bilateral, regional and global issues. During the visit, Dr
Jaishankar will also chair a conference of the Consul Generals of India in
the USA.

VARIOUS SOURCES/0545



SHUKLA MP-I 27.12.2024
NATIONAL MOURNING

A seven-day national mourning will be declared in honour of the
passing of former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh. Sources have
confirmed that all government programmes scheduled for today will be
cancelled. Dr. Manmohan Singh’s last rites will be conducted with full state
honours. A meeting of the Union Cabinet is scheduled to be held at 11 AM
today.
CB/DIWAKER/0446

SHUKLA MP-1I 27.12.2024
GOOD GOVERNANCE CONCLUDES

The 4th Sushasan Saptah 2024 and the 'Prashasan Gaon ki Ore'
campaign successfully concluded on Wednesday. The Department of
Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances coordinated both the
Sushasan Saptah and the nationwide "Prashasan Gaon ki Ore" campaign,
which took place from the 19th to the 25th of this month. This marks
India’s largest campaign focused on citizen-centric governance and the
doorstep delivery of services. In his message, the Prime Minister stated,
'Prashasan Gaon ki Ore' is not just a slogan but a transformative effort
aimed at bringing effective governance closer to rural communities.
CB/Suparna/0410

BAIG: AK NP-I 26-12-2024
RBI-PROGRESS REPORT

Reserve Bank of India, RBI has revealed that the profitability of
banks has increased for the sixth consecutive year in 2023-24 and
continues to rise in the first half of the financial year 2024-25. According to
the Report on Trend and Progress of Banking in India 2023-24, released by
the RBI on Thursday, banks reported a return on assets,RoA of 1.4 percent
and a return on equity,RoE of 14.6 percent. The report also highlighted
that the asset quality of banks has continued to improve, with the gross
non-performing assets,NPA ratio falling to its lowest in 13 years, 2.7
percent at the end of March this year and 2.5 percent at the end of
September this year. Moreover, the report noted that the combined
balance sheet of urban co-operative banks expanded in 2023-24, with
improved asset quality for the third consecutive year. Capital buffers and



profitability were also strengthened. The non-banking financial
companies,NBFC sector showed double-digit credit growth, with its gross
NPA ratio dropping to 3.4 percent by the end of September this year.

<<><>BHAVANA, NISHA, MUMBAI,MAIL,0011 HRS

SHUKLA MP-II 27.12.2024
CRICKET-IND-AUS - DAY 2

In Test cricket, Australia resumed their first innings on Day 2 of the
fourth Test match of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy against India at
Melbourne. The hosts were for , when last
reports came in. Earlier, India had reduced the hosts to 311 for 6 at
stumps on Day 1. Sam Konstas sparked the home team's charge with a
scintillating 60 runs, marking a dream debut. Usman Khawaja, Marnus
Labuschagne, and Steven Smith have contributed with fifties for the hosts.
While for India, Jaspreet Bumrah scalped three wickets. Both the teams
have won one match each in the five-match series.
<><><> VISHNU/NET/0526

GAURAV EP-1 26-12-2024
AGRICULTURE-SECRETARY

Secretary of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare, Dr.
Devesh Chaturvedi, today emphasized the need to promote traditional
varieties of agriculture and horticulture. Addressing a Multi-Stakeholder
Convention in New Delhi, the secretary said that the central government is
keen to promote traditional varieties of agriculture and horticulture through
various schemes such as the National Mission on Natural Farming, the
National Food Security Mission, and Seed Development programs. Mr.
Chaturvedi explained that traditional varieties contain unique traits such as
better taste, aroma, color, cooking quality, and nutritional richness.

<><><>PRIYA/1832 HRS

GAURAV::RZ EP-II 26.12.2024
NEPAL-COOPERATIVE ORDINANCE

In Nepal, the government's new ordinance on cooperatives, which
includes rules for regulating cooperatives and returning the savings of
members, will be sent to the President today. In a decision taken by



council of Ministers in Singhdurbar, it was decided to scrap the National
Cooperative Development Board and recommend for introducing an
ordinance to regulate cooperative institutions to the President. The
ordinance comes in response to suggestions from a parliamentary
committee investigating cooperatives. It sets criteria for returning savings
of up to 500,000 Nepali rupees deposited in cooperatives.

The ordinance also creates a National Cooperative Regulatory
Authority, which will be independent and self-governing. The authority will
follow guidelines set by the Nepal Rastra Bank.

Savings and credit cooperatives are now categorised into three
levels, and registration will be done at the local level. The ordinance also
sets limits on individual savings and loans: 1 million Nepali rupees for
cooperatives within a district, 2.5 million Nepali rupees for cooperatives
within a province, and 5 million Nepali rupees for those operating
nationwide.

Spokesperson of Nepal government and Minister for Communication
and Information Technology Prithvi Subba Gurung, clarified that
investigations would be conducted against everyone involved in
cooperative fraud cases, regardless of their political affiliation. The
ordinance includes provisions regarding the chairperson, secretary, and
other members of the commission. Once the President issues the ordinance
and it is published in the national gazette, it will come into effect. It also
needs to be endorsed by the upcoming winter session of the Federal
Parliament.
<><><><>SWETA SINGH/ KATHMANDU/ MAIL/ 1645 HRS.



