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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has urged states to identify locations
suitable for entrepreneurs in smaller cities and take initiative to facilitate
them. Addressing the 4th National Conference of Chief Secretaries in New
Delhi, Mr Modi asked the states to simplify the compliances, the lack of
which often lead to the harassment of citizens. He urged the participants
that states should reform the governance model to encourage citizen
participation or Jan Bhagidari. Mr Modi also said that it is important to
focus on reform, perform and transform, and it is also important to inform



the people about the various initiatives of the government.Talking about
Circular Economy, Prime Minister Modi appreciated that the GOBARdhan
programme is now being seen as a big energy resource. He directed the
States to explore concepts of Viability Gap Funding for recycling of E-
waste. In the health sector, Prime Minister urged that under the Fit India
Movement, obesity should be taken as a big challenge in Bharat. He said
that only a fit and healthy India can be a Viksit Bharat.

<>L<><>
Sri Lankan President Prime Minister Narendra Modi and visiting Sri
Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake will hold bilateral talks in New
Delhi today. They will hold discussions on the issues of mutual interest. Mr
Dissanayake, who is on a three-day visit to India arrived in New Delhi
yesterday. He was received by Minister of State for Information and
Broadcasting Dr L Murugan. The Sri Lankan President will also meet
President Droupadi Murmu and Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar. External
Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar called on Sri Lankan President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake in New Delhi yesterday. In a social media post, Dr
Jaishankar said, Sri Lanka is key to both India’s Neighborhood First policy
and SAGAR Outlook. Earlier, Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake has said that he had productive discussions with Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval.

<><><>
Rajya Sabha A two-day special debate on the Constitution will begin
today in Rajya Sabha to mark the beginning of 75th year of its adoption in
the country. A similar debate was held in Lok Sabha on Friday and
Saturday. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is expected to reply to the debate
in Rajya Sabha tomorrow. The BJP has issued a 'three-line whip' for all its
Rajya Sabha MPs, urging them to be present in the Upper House today and
tomorrow during the debate on the Constitution of India. On November
26, 1949, the Indian Constituent Assembly formally adopted the
Constitution, which came into effect on January 26, 1950, establishing
India as a sovereign, democratic republic. In 2015, Modi government
formally declared November 26 as Constitution Day (Samvidhan Divas) to
honour the adoption of the Indian Constitution in 1949.

<>L<><>
Foreign investors pumped in nearly 28,000 crore rupees into the
Indiancapital markets in the first two weeks of this month. As per the



depositories data, the foreign portfolio investors or FPIs, pumped in 22,766
crore rupees into the Indian equities markets and 4,814 crore rupees into
the debt market. This comes after heavy outflows in the last few months.
So far this year, FPIs have invested 1.2 lakh crore rupees into the Indian
capital markets.

<><><>
Hockey India won the Women’s Junior Asia Cup 2024 championship in
Muscat, Oman last night. In the title clash, Indian team defeated China 3-2
in a penalty shootout to successfully defend its title. Indian goalkeeper
Nidhi made three crucial saves during the penalty shootout, while Sakshi
Rana, Ishika and Sunelita Toppo scored for India in the shootout. Earlier,
Jinzhuang Tan scored the opening goal for China with Kanika Siwach
equalised in the third quarter for India. After a 1-1 draw in regulation time,
the title clash went to a shootout. Hockey India has announced a reward of
2 lakh rupees for each player and 1 lakh rupees to each support staff for
their efforts and spectacular win.

<><><>
Cricket In Men's International Cricket, Day 3 of third Test match of Border
Gavaskar Trophy between India and Australia is currently underway at
Brisbane in Gabba. Hosts Australia were 435 for 8 , when reports last came
in. Earlier, on day 2, Australia were 405 for 7 in their first innings at stumps
supported by a 241 run partnership between centurians Steven Smith and
Travis Head.

SHUKLA MP-1I 16.12.2024
ZAKIR HUSSAIN

Legendary tabla maestro Zakir Hussain passed away in the United
States last night. He was 73. Family sources said that the maestro was
battling blood-pressure related problems. Earlier, Zakir Hussain had been
admitted to a hospital in San Francisco after experiencing heart-related
problems.

Ustaad Zakir Hussain was born on March 9, 1951, in Mumbai. As the
eldest son of the illustrious tabla player Allah Rakha, he was naturally
drawn towards music from a very young age.

In a career spanning six decades, Hussain won five Grammy Awards,
including three at the 66th Grammy Awards earlier this year. He also acted
in few movies including ‘Saaz’ , ‘Heat and Dust’. His most recent film
‘Monkey Man’ released in 2024. Zakir Hussain collaborated with several



renowned artists, both Indian and international. His 1973 project with
English guitarist John McLaughlin, violinist L Shankar, and percussionist
T.H. 'Vikku' Vinayakram was groundbreaking. The collaboration fused
Indian classical music with jazz, creating a unique sound never heard
before.

Hussain received the Padma Shri, one of the country’s highest civilian
honors, in 1988, the Padma Bhushan in 2002, and the Padma Vibhushan in
2023.

CB/IANS/NET/0716
REV EVE MAHA-CABINET EXPANSION

In Maharashtra, the much awaited cabinet expansion of the ruling
Mahayuti Government is now taking place at Raj Bhawan in Nagpur.
Governer C.P. Radhakrishnan administered the oath of office and secrecy
to the newly inducted ministers. In prominent leaders, Maharashtra BJP
chief Chandrashekhar Bawankule took oath as Cabinet Minister in the state
government. BJP leaders Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil, Chandrakant Patil and
Girish Mahajan also took oath as Cabinet Ministers. NCP leader Hasan
Mushrif and Shiv Sena leader Gulabrao Patil also took oath as Cabinet
Ministers.

It comes after the swearing in ceremony of Chief Minster Devendra
Fadnavis and his deputies in Mumbai. Governor CP Radhakrishnan, will
administer the oath to the new ministers in the presence of Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis and Deputy Chief Ministers. The winter session of
Maharashtra assembly will begin tomorrow.

ASSEMBLY:

The winter session of the Telangana State Assembly and the
Council will resume tomorrow. The winter session of the Legislature has
begun on 9th of this month and adjourned till tomorrow after the
statement by Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy on Telangana Talli statue. On
resuming the session, both the houses are likely to witness heated
exchanges between the treasury and opposition benches on various issues.

Farmers issues like paddy purchase, Lagicherla incident and following



developments are likely among others which will be raised by the
opposition during the session. The government is also likely to take several
key decisions and to introduce a few bills including the new Record of
Rights (RoR) Bill. The RoR Bill seeks to replace the existing Dharani portal
with the Bhumata portal to improve land records management and also to
reinstate the village revenue system, which the earlier BRS government
abolished. The state government is also likely to introduce a few more
amendment bills with respect to Panchayat Raj act, HYDRAA and merging
of about 150 villages with the concerned municipalities for administrative

efficiency and resource allocation



