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LOK SABHA

The Lok Sabha today began a special discussion on the glorious journey of
75 years of the Constitution of India. Initiating the discussion, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said, Indian Constitution paves the way for nation
building by touching all aspects of social, economic, political and cultural
life. He said, Constitution is the expression of the country’s civilizational
values. In a veiled attack on the opposition Congress, Mr Singh said, in the
last few years attempts have been made to project the Constitution as a
contribution of a particular party. He said, the Constitution is not a
contribution of any single party but an unparalleled, transformative
document aligned with values of India.

Participating in the discussion, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra of Congress
said, the Constitution is the safety armour to keep the citizens safe. She
said, it is the armour to justice, unity and the right to express. She alleged
that through lateral entry and privatisation, the government is trying to
weaken reservation.

Participating in the debate, Akhilesh Yadav of Samajwadi Party said,
Constitution is the soul of democracy. He said, the House is again
discussing the constitution after 75 years. Mr Yadav said, the Constitution
is the true protector of the downtrodden and oppressed in the country. He
claimed that several communities are suffering due to lack of



representation and reservation.

Noting that secularism is a part of the preamble, Kalyan Banerjee of
Trinamool Congress alleged that the secular fabric of the country is under
threat over the last 10 years.

Janata Dal United MP and Union Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh (Lalan)
said, the Constitution paves the way for social and economic progress for
all sections of the society. TDP MP Dr. Byreddy Shabari also participated in
the discussion.

PKM : MEENU EPP 13.12.2024
LS - ADJOURNED

The Lok Sabha was adjourned till 6:15 PM following the noisy scene
in the House following the remarks of TMC MP Mahua Moitra in connection
with the death of a CBI Judge B H Loya. During the special discussion on
the glorious journey of 75 years of the Constitution of India, Union
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju took strong exception to the
remarks of TMC MP saying that it was a settled case by the Judiciary. He
informed the House that appropriate action will be taken as per
Parliamentary norms against the TMC MP. Amid the din , Mr Birla
adjourned the House for half an hour till 5.53 PM. When the house met
after the first adjournment at 5:53 PM, BJP Jagdambika Pal rose to speak
on the constitution, the opposition created rukus following which the Chair
adjourned the house till 6:15 PM.
<><><>PARLIAMENT TEAM/1814
PKM : MEENU EPP 13.12.2024

LS-FISHERMEN IN PAKISTAN JAILS

The sustained efforts by the Government since 2014 have resulted in the
release of 2639 Indian fishermen languishing in Pakistan jails. The Minister
for External Affairs, Dr Subrahmanyam Jaishankar gave this information in
Lok Sabha today during the question hour. The information provided says
that the India-Pakistan Agreement on Consular Access signed in 2008
mandates that both the countries exchange the lists of civilian prisoners
and fishermen lodged in the jails of the others. The lists are exchanged on
January 1 and July 1 of every year. According to the lists exchanged on
July 1 this year, Pakistan has acknowledged the custody of 211 Indians
including 24 fishermen from Daman and Diu. These fishermen have been
provided consular access and their Indian nationality has been confirmed
and conveyed to the Government of Pakistan. They have been asked to



expedite the release and repatriation of Indians apprehended by them.
<><> Parliament Team 1732

PKM : MEENU EP-I 13.12.2024

REV PM PRAYAG

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that Mahakumbh 2025 will
be such a Mahayagya of Unity and Equality, which will guide the nation and
it will be discussed all over the word. He was speaking at a public
gathering in Sangam area of Prayagraj after formally inaugurating the
Mahakumbh-2025, which will officially start from 13th of January next year
and will continue till 26th of February. On the occasion, Prime Minister
Modi launched development projects worth around 5500 crore Rupees,
which includes various rail and road projects to boost infrastructure and
provide seamless connectivity in Prayagraj. Speaking on the occasion, Mr.
Modi said that a new history will be created on the sacred land of Prayagraj
during Mahakumbh which is a rare event symbolizing the power of
collectiveness and ending every kind of inequality where it is based on
caste or class. It also represents the true value of Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat and guides the nation.

(S/B- PM on importance of Kumbh)

Lamenting the rule of previous governments, Mr. Modi said that
earlier adequate importance was not given to Kumbh because of their
detachment with the Indian culture but this is not the case now. Now his
government has started many projects for Kumbh and the connectivity of
the city.

(S/B-PM)

The Prime Minister also inaugurated major temple corridors on the
occasion which include Bharadwaj Ashram corridor, Shringverpur Dham
corridor, Akshayvat corridor, Hanuman Mandir corridor among others. He
said that his government is working towards enrichment of the culture and
heritage.

(S/B- PM on Ayodhya kashi and corridor)

In line with his commitment towards Swachh and Nirmal Ganga,
Prime Minister inaugurated projects of interception, tapping, diversion and
treatment of minor drains leading to river Ganga, which will ensure zero
discharge of untreated water into the river. He said that his government is
working towards the goal of clean Ganga. He also gave advanced tanks to
the people involved in keeping the mela premises clean.

(S/B-PM)



Prime Minister Modi also launched the Kumbh Sah’Al'yak chatbot that
provides details to give guidance and updates on the events to devotees on
Mahakumbh Mela 2025. He said that this Kumbh will be remembered for
the Sangam of Technology and Artificial intelligence.

(S/B-PM on AI Chatbot)

Earlier, Prime Minister Narendra Modi reached Prayagraj this
afternoon and performed pooja and darshan at Sangam Nose, Akshay Vata
Vriksh, Hanuman Mandir and Saraswati Koop. He undertook cruise journey
at Sangam area to see the arrangements of the Kumbh. The cruise
services will be available to devotees this Kumbh. He also undertook a
walkthrough of Mahakumbh exhibition site.

<>SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI / PRAYAGRA]J/MAIL/1721
PKM EP-1 13-12-2024

MEA-SRI LANKA PREZ VISIT

President of Sri Lanka Anura Kumara Dissanayake is scheduled to
visit India on the 15™ of this month. Briefing the media, External Affairs
Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that this will be Mr.
Dissanayake’s first visit since his election as the President of Sri Lanka. He
also said that during his three-day visit Mr. Dissanayake will meet President
Droupadi Murmu and hold discussions with Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on bilateral, regional, and international issues of mutual interest. Mr.
Jaiswal added that he will also attend a business event in the national
capital and will visit Bodh Gaya. He also added that this visit will further
strengthen the multifaceted and mutually beneficial cooperation between
the two countries.

<><><>SUMIT/ANAND/1730
PKM EP-II 13/12/24
BLINKEN-TURKEY

U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Turkish foreign minister
Hakan Fidan today discussed the need for continued efforts to counter any
resurgence of Islamic State terrorists in Syria following the fall of Bashar-al
Assad. Speaking after their meeting in Ankara, Mr. Blinken said, both
countries worked very hard over many years to ensure the elimination of
the territorial caliphate of ISIS. He said, to ensure that threat does not rear



its head again, it is imperative that we keep at those efforts. Mr. Fidan said
that Turkey's priority in Syria is to ensure stability as soon as possible and
to prevent terrorism from gaining ground.

<><><>PARAS/NET/1750
PKM EP-1 13.12.2024

PRADHAN- WOMEN WORKSHOP

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan today said that the
government is committed to bring a transformative shift from women’s
development to women-led development. He said this while inaugurating a
one-day workshop titled Women Leaders: Shaping Academic Excellence for
VIKSIT Bharat @ 2047 in New Delhi. The Minister highlighted how the
workshop emphasizes the empowerment of women at every level of
education aligning with the vision of National Education Policy 2020.

Mr. Pradhan emphasized that an Indian model of women
empowerment has to be created to ensure that women belong to all
decision-making structures and life choices. He also mentioned that Nari
Shakti is a symbol of strength, resilience and hope, and treating women
with respect is an inherent value of Indian civilization. The workshop aims
to showcase how women are elevating educational standards in higher
education and also equip and inspire them for leadership roles.

<><><>SUMIT/1749HRS



