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LS- RIVER POLLUTION

The Centre today said that 3519 grossly polluting industries have been identified
by different state pollution control boards and pollution control committees in
the country. Replying to a question in Lok Sabha, Minister for Environment, Forest
and Climate Change Bhupender Yadav informed that after the action against
norms violating entities 669 grossly polluting industries closed their own. He
informed that out of this 2850 are still functional. Mr. Yadav said 104 polluting
industries have been identified as non complying with environmental standards.
He further added that those who are not complying with the environmental
standards 30 have received show cause notices and 73 were served closure
directions. The Union minister said for monitoring of water quality of rivers a
separate mechanism has been developed by CPCB and SPCB. The Environment
minister said that the amount has been provisioned for creation and
rehabilitation of sewerage water of 6255 million liters per day.

REV.EVE. PREZ SRI LANKA - INDIA

India and Sri Lanka today exchanged agreement for avoidance of double
taxation and prevention of fiscal evasion. Both sides also exchanged MoU on
trainning and capacity building of civil servants of Sri Lanka. After bilateral talks
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and visiting Sri Lankan President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake in New Delhi the agreements were exchanged. A grant
assistance of 14.9 million dollars for the signaling project in Maho-Anuradhapura



section was announced on the occasion. Financial assistance scheme to 100 new
students each annually from University of Jaffna and Eastern University until the
end of academic courses of the beneficiaries was also announced. Acknowledging
the increased political interactions in the last decade and their contribution
towards deepening the bilateral ties, both leaders agreed to further intensify
political engagements at leadership and ministerial levels. The two leaders also
underscored the importance of regular parliamentary level exchanges to promote
democratic values and share expertise on their institutional best practices. Both
leaders held discussions on the issues of mutual interest. In his press statement,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressed happiness that Mr Dissanayake has
chosen India for his first foreign visit as President. He said, the visit is creating new
momentum and energy in the relations. Mr Modi said, India has so far provided
Lines of Credit and grant assistance worth five billion dollars to Sri Lanka. In his
statement, Mr Dissanayake said, he has given an assurance to the Prime Minister
of India that they will not allow Sri Lanka to be used in any way in a manner that is
detrimental to the interest of India. He said, the cooperation with India will
certainly flourish. Mr Dissanayake said, after becoming the President of Sri Lanka,
this is his visit foreign visit and he is so happy that he was able to come to Delhi
on his first State visit. He said, this visit paved the way for the cooperation
between the two countries to be developed further. Mr Dissanayake said, Sri
Lanka faced an unprecedented economic crisis some two years ago and India
supported it immensely to come out of that quagmire. He said, India has also
helped Sri Lanka immensely after that especially in the debt-free structuring
process. The visiting dignitary was accorded ceremonial reception at the
forecourts of Rashtarpati Bhavan this morning. President Droupadi Murmu and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi welcomed Mr Dissanayake. The Sri Lankan
President paid floral tributes to Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat.
The Sri Lankan President is scheduled to meet President Droupadi Murmu and
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar this evening. He will also visit Bodh Gaya, Bihar.

Ministry of External Affairs said, the visit is expected to further strengthen
the multi-faceted and mutually beneficial cooperation between the two
countries. Mr Dissanayake will also participate in a business event in Delhi to
promote investment and commercial linkages between India and Sri Lanka. Sri



Lanka is India’s closest maritime neighbour in the Indian Ocean Region and holds
a central place in the Prime Minister Modi's vision of SAGAR and India’s
Neighbourhood First policy.

PM- RAJASTHAN VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Rajasthan Tomorrow. During the
visit, he will participate in ‘Ek Varsh-Parinaam Utkarsh’ progrme, which celebrates
the completion of one year of State Government of Rajasthan. On the ocassion,
the Prime Minister will inaugurate and lay the foundation stone for 24 projects
related to Energy, Road, Railways and Water worth over 46 thousand 300 crores
rupees at Jaipur, Rajasthan.

Mr. Modi will inaugurate nine projects worth over 11,000 crore rupees
which include seven central government projects and two state government
projects and will lay the foundation stone for 15 projects worth over 35 thousand
300 crore rupees which include 9 central government projects and 6 state
government projects.

LS - ESI HOSPITAL

Ninety seven new ESI hospitals have been approved across Country in the last
ten years. Minister of State for Labour and Employment, Shobha Karandlaje said
this in a written reply to a question in Lok Sabha today. She said, Employees State
Insurance Corporation (ESIC) provides comprehensive medical care to insured
persons and their families through a network of 165 ESI hospitals and one
thousand 590 dispensaries across the country. Ms Karandlaje said, ESIC has
collaborated with Ayushmaan Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojna to provide
secondary and tertiary care medical services to Employees State Insurance
beneficiaries.

NHRC- NOTICE

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has issued notices to the
Chief Secretary and the Director General of Police of Rajasthan over two separate
cases related to negligence. NHRC has taken sou motu cognizance of media



reports in both cases and asked for detailed reports from the Chief Secretary and
Director General of Police within two weeks, including the health status of the
victim child, Police actions and actions taken againstthose responsible, and any
compensation provided to the aggrieved families. According to media reports, a
10-year-old child was transfused with the wrong blood type twice while
undergoing treatment at JK Lon Hospital, Sawai Man Singh Medical in Jaipur, on
5th and 7th of this Month. The boy is reported to be in critical condition,
requiringventilator support. In another case media reports, a five-year-old boy
died on 11th of December after being trapped in a 150-foot-deep borewell for
nearly 56 hours in the Dausa district of Rajasthan. The Commission has observed
that the contents of the news report raise serious concerns about the violation of
the victim's human rights, if true.

LS - DEMANDS OF GRANTS

The Lok Sabha has taken up discussion on the Supplementary Demands for
Grants - First Batch for 2024-2025. The government has sought approval of
Parliament to authorise gross additional expenditure of over 87 thousand 762
crore rupees. Out of this, the proposals involve net cash outgo aggregate to 44
thousand 142 crore rupees for payments of debts, liabilities, and interest rates.
Initiating the discussion, K C Venugopal of Congress alleged that the wages in key
sectors like IT, Logistic, retail, FMCG and banking have not risen significantly over
the last few years. He said the employment rate in urban areas is 6.4 per cent
during July to September this year. Mr Venugopal said, inflation is increasing and
prices of vegetables are also increasing. Dr Sanjay Jaiswal of BJP said, the
government is demanding 25 thousand crore rupee for the farmers under this
Supplementary Demands for Grants. He said, around four lakh 50 thousand crore
rupees is being given as subsidy to the poor and farmers of the country in 2024-
25. Mr Jaiswal said, three lakh 46 thousand crore rupees have been transferred so
far to the account of eligible farmers through PM Kisan Samman Nidhi.

IMD WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast cold wave to severe
cold wave conditions at isolated places over Madhya Pradesh today. The weather



agency also predicted cold wave conditions over Jammu-Kashmir, Ladakh,
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Vidarbha, Odisha, Madhya Maharashtra, Marathwada, Saurashtra, Kutch and
Telangana during the next 3-4 four days. According to the IMD, Tamil Nadu,
Coastal Andhra Pradesh, and Rayalaseema are expected to witness heavy rainfall
during the next 2-3 days. The met department further added that Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh,
and Uttar Pradesh can experience dense fog in the night and morning hours in the
coming 2 days.

PREZ-ARMENIA DELEGATION

A parliamentary delegation from the Republic of Armenia, led by Alen
Simonyan, President of the National Assembly of Armenia, called on President
Droupadi Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan today. Welcoming the delegation, the
President recalled the centuries-old cultural linkages between India and Armenia,
and the multifaceted contemporary relationship based on shared democratic
values. The President also noted the close cooperation between the two
countries at global multilateral fora, and appreciated Armenia's membership of
International Solar Alliance as well as its participation in all three Voice of Global
South Summits.

DAY CRICKET - IND VS AUS

India were 51 for four at the end of a rain-marred day three of the third Test
match of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy against Australia at the Gabba in Brisbane.
The visitors are still trailing by 394 runs based on the first innings. KL Rahul was
batting at 33, while Skipper Rohit Sharma just came to the crease when the
stumps were drawn. Earlier, Hosts Australia were all out at 445 runs in their
first innings against India on Day 3 of third Test match of Border Gavaskar Trophy
at Brisbane in Gabba. Indian pacer, Jasprit Bumrah took 6 wickets and Siraj got 2
while Nitish Reddy and Akashdeep clinched 1 each. On day 2 yesterday, Australia
were 405 for 7 at stumps supported by a 241 run partnership between Centurians
Steven Smith and Travis Head. On day 1, Rohit Sharma led India won the toss and
opted to bowl first. However, the opening day was called off due to rain and



Australia managed to score only 28 runs for no loss. The five match series
currently remains tied at 1-1.

NEW RS - CONSTITUTION

The Rajya Sabha today began a special discussion on the glorious journey of 75
years of the Constitution of India with Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
leading the charge from the treasury benches to hit out the opposition on the
issues of freedom of expression and protecting the Constitution. Initiating the
discussion, she cited the then Congress government's decision to jail famous
lyricist Majrooh Sultanpuri and veteran actor Balraj Sahni for criticizing the rule in
1949. The Minister also listed the books and films banned during the Congress
rule.Mrs. Sitharaman alleged that Congress brazenly kept amending the
Constitution to help a family and protect those in power instead of strengthening
democracy. She also targeted the Congress for imposing emergency in the
Country saying the term of the Lok sabha was extended during the emergency
without proper justification and during the extended term, the entire opposition
was put to jail. The Minister also paid tribute to the members of the Constituent
Assembly, with special recognition to its 15 women members. Mrs Sitharaman
said, it is time to reaffirm commitment to build India that will uphold the spirit
enshrined in this sacred document. Participating in the discussion, Leader of
Opposition in the House, Mallikarjun Kharge accused the government of
undermining the Constitution. He said, it is the Congress which has given
Universal adult franchise rights to the people to vote. On the issue of
employment, Mr Kharge alleged that the Centre has failed to fulfil its promises of
providing two crore jobs every year. He listed out the various schemes brought by
the Congress government for the welfare of the poor. Mr Kharge said, the
schemes like MGNREGA, Food security Act and Land reforms were intended to
establish socialism in the country. He also accused the government of being anti
reservation and that is why it is not conducting cast census. V Vijayasai Reddy of
YSRCP said that the Constitution has become a beacon of hope for an ordinary
citizen. He said, it empowered the individual to demand accountability,
guaranteed equality before law and upheld the right of dissent.The discussion is
underway.



LS - PRIYANKA

Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra today raised the issue of atrocities
committed against the Hindu and Christian minorities in Bangladesh. During Zero
hour in Lok Sabha, Ms Vadra urged the government to discuss this issue with the
Bangladesh government and help those who are in pain.

(Byte - Priyanka Gandhi)

On Vijay Diwas, Ms Vadra also saluted the brave soldiers who fought for the
country during the war of 1971.

LS- EMPLOYMENT

The minister for Labour and Employment Dr Mansukh Mandaviya has informed
that there is an increasing trend in employment over the years in the country. The
information provided in Lok Sabha today during the question hour says that the
Worker Population Ratio indicating employment for youth between the age group
of 15 and 29 has improved. The details given say that the Worker Population
Ratio was a little over 36 per cent in 2020-21 that increased to 41.7 per cent in
2023-24. The introduction of PM Employment Generation Programme, Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Grameen Kaushalya Yojana, Rural Self Employment and Training Livelihood
Mission, PM Mudra Yojana have generated employment in various sectors in the
country. The Worker Population Ratio is the difference between the total number
of workers in a country and the population in the country.

LS- DROUGHT

The ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has adopted 125 districts
under the national adaptation fund for climate change. The information was given
by the Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change Bhupender Yadav
during the Question hour in Lok Sabha today. There are 107 districts among the
adopted drought hit districts that face moderate, high and very high levels of
drought. Since the fund was introduced in 2015, 30 projects were sanctioned in
27 states and union territories with a total project cost of over 847 crore rupees.



The fund for climate change is used for the betterment of agriculture, livestock,
water, coastal wetland management, forest conservation, coastline protection
and management. The Climate Hazard and Vulnerability Atlas of India published
by India Meteorological Department provides details on the drought prone
districts where the drought normalised vulnerability index is high, very high and
moderate.

LS - FAKE UNIVERSITY

The Central Government has said that there are about 21 fake universities in the
country. Replying to supplementaries in the Lok Sabha today, Minister of State for
Education, Sukanta Majumdar said, in the last ten years, twelve fake universities
have been closed. Mr Majumdar said that UGC has released the list of fake
universities and recognized universities every year before the academic session.
He said, apart from this, the central government also writes letters to the State
governments from time to time regarding fake universities. Mr Majumdar said,
the government as well as UGC have requested the chief secretary of all States
and Union Territories to take appropriate action against those involved in
defrauding and cheating students by misrepresenting themselves as University.
He said, FIRs have also been lodged against several self-styled institutions and
Universities.

PREZ PM-VIJAY DIWAS

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, and Defense Minister Rajnath Singh today paid tribute to the
valiant soldiers of the 1971 war on the occasion of Vijay Diwas. In a social media
post, President Murmu remembered the ultimate sacrifice of the Bravehearts and
said that their stories inspire every Indian and remain a source of national pride.
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar also paid homage to the martyrs of the 1971
war and praised the heroic valor and selfless sacrifices of the soldiers. In a social
media post, Prime Minister Narendra Modi honored the courage and sacrifices of
the brave soldiers and said that the selfless dedication and unwavering resolve of
the soldiers safeguarded and brought glory to the nation. Mr. Modi expressed
that the sacrifices of the soldiers will forever inspire generations and remain



deeply embedded in the history of the nation. To mark the day, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh also laid a wreath at the National War Memorial in New Delhi.
Minister of State for Defence Sanjay Seth, Chief of Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan, Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi, Air Force Chief Air Chief Marshal
AP Singh, Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh and Vice-Chief of Navy Vice-
Admiral Krishna Swaminathan also laid wreaths and paid homage to the fallen
heroes.

PREZ VP PM - ZAKIR HUSSAIN DEATH

President, Vice President and Prime Minister have expressed grief on the demise
of tabla maestro Zakir Hussain.In a social media post, President Droupadi Murmu
said, Ustad Zakir Hussain was known for his extraordinary creativity and
inventiveness. President Murmu said that he was known for his extraordinary
creativity and inventiveness, and was a bridge between the musical traditions of
India and the West. She called his death a great loss to the world of music. The
President said, she had the privilege of conferring the Padma Vibhushan upon
Zakir Hussain. She conveyed deepest condolences to family members and his
countless admirers. Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar said, a renowned tabla
legend who took Indian classical music to the global stage, Zakir Hussain leaves
behind a rich legacy and an indelible imprint on Bharat's cultural landscape. Mr
Dhankhar said, his unparalleled artistry will continue to resonate in the hearts of
people forever.In a social media post, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that
Zakir Hussain will be remebered as a true genius who revolutionized the world of
Indian classical music. The Prime Minister said that he brought the tabla to the
global stage, captivating millions with his unparalleled rhythm. Mr Modi said,
Zakir Hussain seamlessly blended Indian classical traditions with global music,
thus becoming an icon of cultural unity.



