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President: Droupadi Murmu has stressed on the importance of ensuring
equitable digital environment that protects the rights and dignity of all.
Addressing a programme on the occasion of Human Rights Day in New
Delhi today, the President said that cyber crime and climate change are
new threats to human rights. She said, the digital era is transformative but
it has brought issues of cyber bullying, deep fake, privacy concerns and
spread of misinformation. President Murmu said, India stands as a shining
example before the world by implementing policies for poverty alleviation,
hunger eradication and offering equal opportunities to the youth. On the
occasion, President Murmu released three publications of the National
Human Rights Commission. In an interview to Akashvani News on Human
Rights Day, Supreme Court Judge and Executive Chairman of the National
Legal Services Authority (NALSA), Justice B.R. Gavai, said over 7 crore 70
lakh cases were disposed off by organising three National Lok Adalats this
year. The Full interview can be heard in our program Surkhiyon Mein at
7:10 PM today.

Kiren Rijiju: Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, Kiren Rijiju, has
emphasized the importance of smooth functioning of parliamentary
proceedings, urging members of Parliament to focus on debates and
discussions. Mr Rijiju reiterated the government’s intent to ensure
productive parliamentary sessions and urged cooperation from all
Opposition parties. BJP MP Sambit Patra also hit out at the opposition
parties over disruptions in the proceedings of the House in Parliament.
Talking to reporters outside Parliament, Mr Patra also criticised the Leader
of Opposition Rahul Gandhi for his conduct in the House. Logjam continued
today in both the Houses of Parliament resulting in adjournments of the
Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha for the day. This is the second day of this
week, which was marred by allegations and counter allegations between
the Treasury and the opposition benches.



JITENDRA CIC: Union Minister Jitendra Singh has said transparency and

citizen-centricity have been fostered in the administration in the last ten
years under Prime Minister Narendra Modi's leadership. Addressing the
16th Annual Convention of the Central Information Commission in New
Delhi today, the Minister said that more than 80 percent functioning of the
Central Government offices was converted into online mode by 2018. He
added that the number of RTI complaints witnessed an increase in the last
ten years, showcasing the transparency of the administration, effective
disposal of complaints and the trust of citizens. Speaking on the occasion,
Chief Information Commissioner Heeralal Samariya that the State
Information Commissions have organised many workshops and interactive
sessions for spreading awareness about RTI among the citizens. He added
that all the State Information Commissions are working towards increasing
transparency and eradicating secrecy in the administration.

LS -OPEN DEFECATION FREE VILLAGES: The Ministry of Rural
Development has informed that a sum of over 1,869 crore rupees was
released up to November this year as center's share under Swachh Bharat
Mission-Grameen to sustain the open defecation free status of villages
across the country. In its reply in Lok Sabha today for an unstarred
question, the ministry has informed that soak pits, waste stabilisation
ponds and decentralised wastewater treatment system are built for the
purpose. The statement said that over 56 lakh individual toilets, around 1.4
lakh schools and anganwadi toilets and 64000 community sanitary
complexes are built till now under MGNREGS.

OPPOSITION - NO CONFIDENCE: The opposition has submitted a no
confidence motion against Rajya Sabha Chairman, Jagdeep Dhankhar
accusing him of being partisan in functioning in the House. In a social
media post, Congress MP Jairam Ramesh said that the notice has been
submitted to Secretary General of the Rajya Sabha. He said that all parties
belonging to the I.N.D.I.LA. group have had no option but to formally
submit a no-confidence motion against the Rajya Sabha Chairman for
conducting the proceedings of the House allegedly in a partisan manner.
He added that the opposition has taken this step in the interest of
parliamentary democracy.



LS — MGNREGA: The Centre today said that over 97 percent payments

were routed through Aadhar Payment Bridge System (APBS) in the
transactions made in MGNREGA. In a written reply to a question in the Lok
Sabha, Union Minister of Rural Development Shivraj Singh Chouhan
informed that out of the over 35 crore transactions made under MGNREGA
during the financial year 2024-25, around 34.45 crore transactions were
made through APBS. He said, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Kerala and Sikkim were the top performers in the implementation of
APBS as they have made more than 99 percent payment through this new
digital payment system. The Union minister said that under MGNREGA,
payment of wages through Aadhar based DBT has made a positive impact
on the livelihood of the beneficiaries as it ensures reaching of benefit at the
hands of targeted beneficiaries without any delay or leakage. He further
added that APBS has been made mandatory from 1st January this year.
MGNREGA is a demand driven wage employment scheme and its
implementation responsibility is vested with the states and union
territories.

RS-ELCTIONS: Three candidates filed their nominations for the Rajya

Sabha elections to fill the vacant seats from Andhra Pradesh. Beeda Mastan
Rao and Sana Satish Babu, representing the Telugu Desam Party (TDP),
and R. Krishnaiah, representing the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
submitted their nominations today. The nominations were filed before the
Rajya Sabha Election Returning Officer, R. Vanitha Rani, at the Assembly
building. Senior leaders and representatives of the respective parties,
including state ministers Nadendla Manohar, Kollu Ravindra, Anagani
Satyaprasad, Satyakumar Yadav, K. Atchannaidu, P. Narayana, and several
MLAs, accompanied the candidates during the filing of nominations.

Rajnath Singh Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his Russian
counterpart Andrey Belousov will co-chair the 21st meeting of the India-
Russia Inter-Governmental Commission on Military Technical Cooperation
in Moscow today.

University Grants Commission: (UGC) has announced changes to the
Common University Entrance Test (CUET) for undergraduate (UG) and



postgraduate (PG) admissions from next year. Talking to reporters, UGC
Chairperson M Jagadesh Kumar said, an expert panel set up by the
Commission conducted a review of the exam and proposed several
changes. These include computer-based test (CBT) format for CUET-UG.
Students will be allowed to appear for CUET-UG in any subject irrespective
of subjects studied in Class 12th. CUET-UG will be conducted in 63 subjects
instead of 37 from the next session. All CUET-UG exams will have uniform
duration of 60 minutes. Mr Kumar said, the concept of optional questions in
the exam has been removed and all questions will be mandatory now.
Students will be able to appear for maximum of five subjects in CUET-UG
from 2025, as against six previously.

FEMALE LABOUR FORCE: India has witnessed a substantial rise in

female labour force participation rate, LFPR particularly in rural areas, from
2017-18 to 2022-23. A research paper on Female Labour Force
Participation Rate stated that rural female LFPR surged from 24.6 percent
to 41.5 percent while urban LFPR rose modestly from 20.4 percent to 25.4
percent, from 2017-18 to 2022-23. In rural areas, significant increases are
seen in states like Jharkhand with 233 percent growth and Bihar with six-
fold growth. Northeastern states have also also showed remarkable
growth. Married women in rural areas showed higher participation growth
compared to unmarried women. States like Rajasthan and Jharkhand
displayed significant growth, particularly among married women. Among
the northern states, Punjab and Haryana continued to have low female
LFPR. Among the eastern states, rural Bihar had the lowest LFPR in the
country, but has shown significant improvements in the recent years -
especially for rural married women. Among the Northeastern states, there
have been remarkable growth in rural areas, with Nagaland and Arunachal
Pradesh leading.

The research paper stated that there have been numerous schemes of the
government, especially targeting rural women over the last ten years.
These include Mudra loans, Drone Didi scheme and Self Help Groups
mobilised under Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana.

FOREIGN SECY: Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri met with the members of



German Parliament - Andreas Schwarz, Ingo Gadechens, Gesine Lotzsch,
Sebastian Schafer in New Delhi today. In his interaction, Foreign Secretary
emphasized the significance of the India-Germany Strategic Partnership
and discussed contemporary global issues of mutual importance.

MUMBAI-BUS ACCIDENT: The death toll from the BEST bus accident

that occurred in the Kurla area of Mumbai last night has risen to seven.
Forty-nine others who were injured in the tragic incident are undergoing
medical treatment at various hospitals. Meanwhile, the driver of the BEST
bus, Sanjay More, was presented before the court today and was
remanded to police custody until 21st December.



