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EVE. JAISHANKAR-MANAMA DIALOGUE:

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar presented India's comprehensive
strategy for West Asia at the Manama Dialogue, emphasizing the region's
critical importance to India's economic and strategic interests. Speaking at
the concluding plenary session of the Dialogue, Dr Jaishankar highlighted
that India conducts annual trade worth 170-180 billion dollars with the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC), Iran, and Iraq, while trade with Mediterranean
nations amounts to 80-90 billion dollars. Dr Jaishankar said, with a
diaspora of 10 million Indians in the Gulf region and half a million in
Mediterranean countries, the human connection forms a vital bridge
between India and West Asia, contributing significantly to bilateral
relationships and economic growth. In his address, Jaishankar emphasized
the region's pivotal role in India's future energy security, particularly in
emerging sectors like green hydrogen and green ammonia. He noted that
beyond traditional energy resources, the region is crucial for India's
agricultural sector through fertilizer imports and is emerging as a key
partner in technology and investment collaboration. The Minister outlined
India's active role in regional maritime security, maintaining a naval
presence in strategic waters and participating in international security
initiatives. He highlighted India's collaboration with the Combined Maritime
Forces based in Bahrain, along with regular bilateral naval exercises with
regional partners. A significant focus of the address was the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), announced at the recent G20



