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Two Indian army soldiers were killed and one injured in Bikaner's Mahajan
field firing range of Rajasthan today during a training exercise. The
Defence spokesperson said the soldiers were loading the ammunition in
tank when the charger exploded.
<><><>
In Chess, India's Pranav Venkatesh made history by clinching both
the FIDE World Under-18 Youth Rapid and Blitz titles in Slovenia yesterday.
The top-seeded Indian Grandmaster from Chennai triumphed in the Rapid
category, scoring an impressive 9.5 points to secure the gold medal.
Russia’s Alexander Khripachenko claimed silver with 9 points, while
Ukraine's Roman Pyrih earned the bronze with 7.5 points.
<><><>
In Cricket, the third Test of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy at the
Gabba, in Brisbane ended in a dramatic draw as rain played a spoilsport.



<><><>
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval held talks with Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi in Beijing today, to discuss key bilateral issues. These included the
management of peace and tranquility along the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) and the restoration of bilateral ties, which have been frozen for over
four years due to the military standoff in eastern Ladakh. Mr. Doval,
leading the Indian delegation, arrived in Beijing yesterday to participate in
the 23rd round of the Special Representatives' talks, which resumed after a
five-year hiatus.

<><><>
Both the Houses of Parliament were today adjourned for the day following
ruckus by the Opposition accusing Home Minister Amit Shah of insulting Dr
B R Ambedkar. In the Lok Sabha, when the House reassembled after the
adjournment at 2 PM, the Presiding Officer disallowed the adjournment
notices moved by the opposition members over various issues. Opposition
party MPs were raising slogans against the remarks of Mr. Shah demanding
his apology. Amid din, the Presiding Officer adjourned the House for the
day. Similar issue also rocked the Rajya Sabha proceedings. When the
House assembled after the adjournment at 2 PM, opposition MPs started
sloganeering against the remarks of the Union Home Minister on Dr.
Ambedkar. Amid pandemonium, Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar adjourned
the House for the day.

<><><>

AMIT SHAH- AMBEDKAR early

Senior BJP leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah today hit out
at Congress accusing the party of presenting facts regarding his speech in
Rajya Sabha yesterday in a distorted way. Briefing media at party
headquarters in New Delhi this evening, Mr Shah condemned this, alleging
Congress of being anti-BR Ambedkar and against reservation and
Constitution. He said that by imposing Emergency, they violated all
Constitutional values. Mr Shah added that when discussions take place in
the highest democratic forum of the country like Parliament, these should
be based on facts and truth.

LS COMMUNITY RADIO



Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting, Dr L Murugan
today informed that there are a total of 522 commissioned Community
Radio Stations in 308 districts across India. In a written reply in Lok Sabha
today, the Minister said that due to recent initiatives taken by the
Government in the last ten years, there has been almost 300 percent
increase in the number of Community Radios stations. He said several
initiatives have been taken to increase the number of Community Radio
Stations in the country under the Central Sector scheme titled “Supporting
Community Radio Movement in India. Dr Murugan added that during the
last three years, 104 relay stations of Akashvani and Doordarshan have
been set up across the country.

INCOME TAX COLLECTION

The Income Tax Department has collected over 19 lakh 21 thousand
crore rupees as direct tax for the financial year 2024-25 till yesterday. It is
20.32 percent higher growth as compared to financial year 2023-2024
during the same period. The collection includes corporate tax of over Nine
lakh 24 thousand crore rupees and Non Corporate Tax of nine lakh 53
thousand crore rupees.

The department has also issued refunds of over three lakh 38
thousand crore rupees till yesterday. The net direct tax collection has
recorded a significant growth of over 16 per cent amounting to more than
15 lakh 82 thousand crore rupees.

PM KUWAIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Kuwait on 21st and 22nd
of December, at the invitation of the Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh Meshal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. This will be the first visit of an Indian Prime
Minister to Kuwait in 43 years. External Affairs Ministry said in a statement
that during the visit, the Prime Minister will hold discussions with the
leadership of Kuwait. Mr Modi will also interact with the Indian community
in Kuwait.

Our correspondent reports that India and Kuwait share traditionally
close and friendly relations which are rooted in history and have been
underpinned by economic and strong people to people linkages. India is
among the top trading partners of Kuwait. The Indian community is the
largest expatriate community in Kuwait. The visit will provide an



opportunity to further strengthen the multifaceted ties between India and
Kuwait.

EVE. GOVT OPPOSITION AMBEDKAR

Government today accused the opposition of distorting the remarks
of Union Home Minister Amit Shah on Dr B R Ambedkar. Talking to media
in Parliament House, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said that a
small clip of Mr Shah's speech in the Rajya Sabha is being circulated,
distorting what he said. The Minister condemned it alleging that it is the
Congress which has insulted Dr Ambedkar. He also came down heavily on
opposition for disrupting proceedings of both the Houses of Parliament
over the issue.

S/B - KIREN RIJIJU

Former Union Minister and BJP MP Anurag Singh Thakur also
slammed Congress over the issue. He told media outside Parliament that
Mr. Shah has exposed how Congress has always been against SC, ST and
OBC communities. He alleged that Dr Ambedakar was not conferred with
Bharat Ratna during Congress rule.

Earlier in the day, Opposition parties staged a protest in the
Parliament House Complex against Mr. Shah's remarks on Dr. BR
Ambedkar. The members from Congress, DMK, Left, RID, AAP and some
other parties joined the protest which was attended by Senior Congress
leaders Rahul Gandhi and Mallikarjun Kharge, DMK MP T R Balu and Manoj
Jha of RID. Talking to media, Mr. Kharge hit out at the Home Minister over
his comments. He alleged that through his remarks, Mr. Shah has insulted
the architect of the Constitution.

S/B - MALLIKARJUN KHARGE

Rahul Gandhi also targeted Mr. Shah for his comments. Talking to
media outside Parliament, he accused the government of undermining the
Constitution. Mr. Gandhi also alleged that BJP is against Dr Ambedkar
and his ideology.

LS-MPLAD

The Centre today said the MP-LAD (Members of Parliament Local
Area Development) scheme remained suspended from 6 April 2020 to 9
November 2021, due to the Covid pandemic and no funds were allocated
for the Financial Year 2020-21 under this scheme. In a written reply to a
question in Lok Sabha, Minister of State for Statistics and Programme



Implementation, Rao Inderjit Singh informed that the revised set of
MPLADS guidelines 2023 came into effect from 01.04.2023 and several
new provisions have been added. He said MPs send their recommendations
of development works directly to District Authorities and the same are
implemented by the District Authorities in accordance with the
administrative and financial rules of the concerned State Governments.

The Minister said during the financial year 2021-22 only 2 crore
rupees were released instead of five crore rupees. He said that elected MPs
can also recommend work of ¥ 50 Lakh rupees in a Financial Year for out
of Constituency, State, except in case of calamity.Mr. Singh said that works
once recommended by the MP cannot be changed by the successor MP,
even if the same person gets re-elected from that constituency, or on re-
nomination chooses the same district as his nodal district.
<><>L<><>
EC-MEETING

Election Commission is holding a meeting to review poll preparedness
for the upcoming Delhi Legislative Assembly Elections. Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar is presiding the meeting along with Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar , Commissioner Dr Sandhu and enforcement
agencies.



