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SANJIO::RZ EP-I 21.12.2024
FUR REV. PM-KUWAIT



Prime Minister Narendra Modi today visited the Gulf Spic Labour
Camp and met Indian workers in Kuwait. The Prime Minister reached
Kuwait City this afternoon on a two day visit to the West Asian country. He
received a warm welcome on his arrival and was received by Kuwait's First
Deputy Prime Minister, Sheikh Fahad Yousef Saud Al-Sabah and several
other Ministers and dignitaries at the airport.

Members of the Indian diaspora also welcomed the Prime Minister.
Mr Modi met with 101-year-old former Indian Foreign Service officer
Mangal Sain Handa in Kuwait City. Prime Minister also met with Abdullah Al
Baroun, who has translated both the Ramayana and Mahabharata into
Arabic, and Abdul Lateef Al Nesef, who has published their Arabic versions.
The Prime Minister had previously acknowledged their cultural
contributions in his monthly Mann Ki Baat radio address.

In a social media post, Mr Modi said his visit will strengthen the
India-Kuwait friendship across various sectors.

Later today, Prime Minister will attend the opening ceremony of the
26th Arabian Gulf Cup as a special guest of the Emir of Kuwait.

Tomorrow, Mr Modi will be accorded a ceremonial guard of honour at
the Bayan Palace following which he will be holding separate meetings with
the Emir of Kuwait and the crown Prince of Kuwait. There will be
delegation-level talks with the Prime Minister of Kuwait as well.

This visit marks the first visit of an Indian Prime Minister to the Gulf
nation in 43 years. It aims to strengthen bilateral ties and enhance
cooperation in various sectors.

In his departure statement, the Prime Minister said that India deeply
values the historical connection with Kuwait that has been nurtured over
generations. He added that both nations are not just strong trade and
energy partners, but also have shared interest in peace, security, stability
and prosperity in the West Asia region.

VINOD KUMAR/ DUBAI/ MAIL/SUPARNA/ 1855 HRS.

DRONE ATTACK- KAZAN

In Russia, Ukraine has reportedly launched a drone attack in the city
of Kazan today. The strikes occurred in rapid succession, hitting several
multiple-story buildings. According to media reports, the strike involved at
least eight kamikaze drones, with at least five of them hitting residential
buildings.

In response, authorities in Kazan initiated emergency evacuation
efforts for residents of the affected buildings. The city’s airport has
temporarily suspended all flights, the Russia's aviation regulator,



Rosaviatsia stated.

The Russian Defence Ministry claimed the drones were of Ukrainian
origin, while Ukrainian authorities have not issued any comment.

Further details are awaited.
PKM::JAIRA] DP-I 21.12.2024

MANOHAR LAL - KERALA VISIT

Union Minister for Power and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal will arrive in
Kerala today evening on a two-day visit. The Minister will be reviewing the
progress of various energy and urban projects in Kerala. He is scheduled to
meet Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan tomorrow. Later in the Minister
will0020visit Kochi and review the water metro project.
PKM::JAIRA] DP-I 21.12.2024

SANJIO::RZ EP-I 21.12.2024
REV EVE SHAH- NEC

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today asked the Nabard, RBI and
North Eastern Development Finance Corporation Ltd. (NEDFI) to formulate
separate guidelines for finance for the north east as the region possesses a
distinct topography and there cannot be a uniform guideline entire country.
Addressing the North East Bankers Conclave 2024 at Agartala, Mr. Shah
expressed confidence that the region will break all previous records in
terms of attracting investment inflow. He said in next 10 years an average
20 per cent growth rate will be witnessed in the north east. Asking bankers
to take a certain degree of risk while providing finance, Mr. Shah said the
finance policy will have to be made flexible for the region to prosper. He
said that it is the national duty to ensure progress and development of
North eastern region as it possesses immense potential. The Home Minister
stated that the region will become gateway for the developed India and
also from trust and export point of view.

Earlier today, Mr Shah addressed the 72nd plenary of North Eastern
Council in Agartala. He said Prime Minister Narendra Modi has brought
north east at the focal point. He said, the Union Government is inspiring
the investors to make investment in north east. Mr. Shah said, earlier only
lip service was made on north east, but Prime Minister Modi made sincere
efforts to give importance to the development of the region. He said
establishment of peace is the most important thing that has happened in
the region. The Union Home Minister underlined that it is the objective of
Prime Minister Modi and BJP led government to bring north east at par
with rest of the country.



Speaking on the occasion, Minister for Development of North Eastern
Region, Jyotiraditya Scindia credited the drastic drop in extremism and
violence in the north east region to the stupendous role played by Home
Minister Amit Shah in ushering peace and tranquility. He noted that there
has been 71 per cent drop in extremist activities and 60 per cent drop to
the loss of human life in the region.
<><><> KUNAL V. SHINDE/ AGARTALA/ MAIL/1754

SANJIO::RZ EP-1 21.12.2024
EVE. GST MEETING-JAISALMER

The 55th GST Council meeting concluded in Jaisalmer in Rajasthan
under the chairmanship of Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.
Chief Ministers of Goa, Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, Meghalaya and
Odisha, Deputy Chief Ministers of Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh and Telangana and Finance Ministers from the States and Union
Territories participated in the meeting. Several important issues were
discussed related to GST and Tax slab in the meeting.

<><><>
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SANJIO EP-1
21.12.2024
REV NADDA - MEETING

Health and Family Welfare Minister JP Nadda today held a virtual
meeting with Chief Ministers and Health Ministers of all States and UTs on
the government’s 100-day Intensified TB Elimination Campaign. Mr Nadda
requested the support of Chief Ministers to monitor the progress of the
campaign. He also encouraged the support of Members of Legislative
Assemblies and Councils to ensure community mobilization.

<><>Suparna/1805 hrs

SANJIO EP-II
21.12.2024
EVE U-19 WOMEN'S ASIA CUP
In Women's Cricket, India will lock horns with Bangladesh in the final
of the Under-19 Women's T20 Asia Cup at Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia
tomorrow. The match is schedule to begin at 7 AM Indian Standard Time.
India advanced to the final by defeating Sri Lanka by four wickets in
a Super 4 match, yesterday. The Indian team chased down a target of 99



runs in just 14.5 overs.
Earlier, put into bat, Sri Lanka scored 98 runs for the loss of nine
wickets in their 20 overs.
In the other Super 4 match, Bangladesh defeated Nepal by nine
wickets.
<><><> OMVESH/CB/1616 HRS

SANJIIO EP-1I

21.12.2024
EVE SQUASH - WESTERN INDIA

In Squash, India's Veer Chotrani will take on Ameeshenraj Chandaran
of Malaysia in the Men's singles Semifinals of the Western India Slam in
Mumbai this evening. The match is scheduled to begin at 5:45 PM IST.
Veer, seeded sixth, defeated Yassin Shohdy of Egypt, 11-6, 11-2, 11-5, in
the quarterfinal yesterday.

In women's singles, two-time champion, India's Anahat Singh, and
the top seed Akanksha Salunkhe have also entered the semifinals. Anahat
defeated compatriot Anjali Semwal, seeded eighth, 11-3, 11-7, 11-7 in the
quarterfinal. Akanksha progressed to the last four, by defeating Sze Wing
Wai of Hong Kong, 11-5, 11-4, 11-3. Anahat will next take on Nour
Khafagy of Egypt, while Akanksha will lock horns with another Egyptian,
Jana Swaify in the semifinals this evening.

<><><> OMVESH/NET/CB/1621 HRS

SANJIO EP-II 21.12.2024
MADAN LOKUR-IJC APPOINTMENT

Former Supreme Court judge Madan B Lokur has been appointed as
chairperson of the United Nations Internal Justice Council (1JC). Lokur has
been appointed for a 4-year-tenure ending on 12th November, 2028. In a
communication to Justice Lokur, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
said, Its a pleasure to appoint Lokur, with immediate effect, as the
Chairperson of 1JC. The General Assembly of UN established the 1JC as part
of the new internal justice system to help ensure independence,
professionalism and accountability in the administration of UN's justice
system.

Justice Madan Lokur retired as a judge of the Supreme Court on 31
December, 2018, after a tenure of more than 6 years.

OMVESH/NET/1657HRS



SANJIO::RZ EP-1I 21.12.2024
NEPAL-EARTHQUAKE
The District Administration has started collecting information on the
damage caused by the earthquake that hit the district at 4.14 this morning
in Bajura of Sudurpaschim province of Nepal. Due to an earthquake
measuring 5.2 on the Richter scale and with its epicentre at Gotri,
Jagannath Rural Municipality, which did not result in human casualties, the
locals' houses have developed general cracks. Till now, no loss of life has
been reported and the collection of the physical damage is ongoing as the
epicentre of the earthquake lies in a remote area, and it takes time to
travel there. one house at Budhinanda Municipality-4 has collapsed, and
three children have been rescued unharmed.
<><><><>
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