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VP-CHAUDHARY CHARAN SINGH AWARDS

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankar said that Agriculture is the spine of
rural development and until the rural landscape changes, the country
cannot aspire to be a developed nation. During an interaction with the
recipients of the Chaudhary Charan Singh Awards 2024 recipients in New
Delhi today, Mr. Dhankhar said that the village economy can look up only
when the farmer and their family are involved in marketing, value addition,
and generating clusters to become self-sufficient. The Vice President
lauded the extraordinary legacy of Chaudhary Charan Singh, emphasizing
his relentless dedication to rural development, farmers’ welfare, and
inclusive growth.

Talking about India’s economic trajectory, Mr. Dhankhar added that India
is currently the fifth-largest global economy and is on track to become the
third-largest, ahead of Japan and Germany. He also underscored the
essence of democracy stating that for any democracy to succeed,
expression and dialogue must go hand in hand with great responsibility on
both sides.

Calling for accountability among Parliamentarians he said that everyone
must think and generate a sense of responsibility with the obliged people.
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PM-INTERVIEW

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India and Kuwait
share multifaceted ties rooted in history, culture and mutual respect. In a
interview to Kuwait News Agency KUNA, Mr Modi said, the strong relations
extend across energy, trade and investments. He said, trade and
commerce have been important pillars of the bilateral relationship and the
bilateral trade has been on an upswing. The Prime Minister said, the
energy partnership adds a unique value to the bilateral trade. He said,
there is considerable potential to expand bilateral cooperation in the
sectors like pharmaceutical, health, technology, digital, innovation and
textile. Mr Modi said, the vibrant Indian diaspora is strengthening the
friendship further. Responding to a question about how India's soft power
can influence its global outreach, the Prime Minister said, India's
civilizational ethos and heritage form the foundation of its soft power. He
said, India's soft power has grown significantly alongside its expanding
global presence particularly over the last decade.

<><>ANUPAM/1340
PKG DP-I 22.12.2024
BJP - AAP DELHI
BJP has said that the Aam Aadmi Party is in power in Delhi for the
last ten years, but did not work for the development of the people of the
city. Addressing a press conference at the party headquarter in New Delhi
today, senior party leader and Deputy Chief Minister of Bihar Samrat
Choudhary said, the people of Delhi know who is working for the
development of national capital and who is not working. He said, former
Chief Minister of Delhi Arvind Kejriwal is silent on the issues of broken
roads and sewage problems in the city. Mr Choudhary said, the nation and
Delhi are moving forward under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. He said, Aam Aadmi Party leaders of Delhi are creating confusion
and linking the people of Purvanchal with Rohingyas. Mr Choudhary said,
BJP is continuously working for the development of the people of
Purvanchal.
(Byte - Samrat Choudhary)



<><>DIPENDRA/1337
PKG DP-II 22.12.2024
ICELAND NEW GOVT

Iceland’s new government, led by Prime Minister Kristrun Frostadottir
of the Social Democratic Alliance (SDA), officially took office yesterday.

Ms Frostadottir, born in 1988, is Iceland’s youngest prime minister.
Elected to parliament in 2021, she became SDA leader in 2022, running
unopposed for the position.

The three-party coalition includes the SDA, the Liberal Reform
Party (LRP), and the People’s Party (PP). According to a government
statement, the SDA and LRP each hold four ministerial portfolios, while the
PP has three.

The new cabinet held its first formal meeting yesterday at the
presidential residence, Bessastadir, with President Halla Tomasdottir in
attendance.

At a press conference, Ms Frostadottir outlined the cabinet’s priorities
of stabilising Iceland’s economy by reducing interest rates, enforcing
stricter public finance controls, and fostering value creation.

The SDA emerged as the biggest winner in Iceland’s parliamentary
election held on November 30.

<><><>MANIK/IANS/1225 HRS
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REV HM-TRIPURA

Union Home Minister Amit Shah who is on a three day visit to Tripura
today visited the Bru settlement camp at Haduklau in Dhalai district of
Tripura. While interacting with the Bru settlers, the Union Home Minister
assured the inhabitants that those who do not have Ayushman Bharat Card
will soon get their own cards. He told the inhabitants that they will get
a cover of 5 lakhs rupees per family per year for secondary and
tertiary care hospitalization across public and private empanelled
hospitals in India. . The Home Minister also appealed the youth to
undergo skill development training and start their own businesses. He also
urged the youth to take good education to prosper in life. .<>Kunal V.
Shinde/ Agartala/mail/1331 hrs
EVE HM-TRIPURA



Union Home Minister Amit Shah today laid foundation stone of 13
projects for Tripura worth 668.39 crore rupees.

Speaking at a public meeting at the Masurai Para in Dhalai district of
the state, Mr. Shah criticized the former Communist party government in
the state for not addressing the issue of settlement of the Bru community.
He said, after the BJP led government came to power in 2018, the
settlement of 40 thousand people from the Bru community was taken to its
logical end.

He said the communists called themselves as the messiah of poor but
could not see the pain of the people from Bru community.

He said the Government spent 900 crore rupees to settle the Bru
inhabitants in eleven villages clean drinking water, no power connection,
no primary education, lack of healthcare facilities among other things. He
added that after their settlement, the bru community inhabitants are
receiving pure drinking water, power connection, good education,
employment and toilets in their houses.

<><>Kunal V. Shinde/

KGS:HC EP-I

22.12.2024
KERALA-MANOHAR LAL
Union Minister for Power, Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal who is on
a visit to Kerala, today chaired a review meeting on various Power and
Urban affairs project being implemented in the state. The Meeting, held at
Thiruvananthapuram was attended by Union Minister of State for
Petroleum and Natural Gas, Suresh Gopi, State Minister for Electricity, K
Krishnankutty and several senior officials.
The Review meeting evaluated various initiatives being implemented in
power and urban affairs sectors in the state. Mr. Manohar Lal posted on
social media platform X that key deliberations on energy, included boosting
hydro projects & energy storage with viability gap funding, strengthening
NTPC PPAs & optimizing HVDC systems, were held at the Review meeting.
The progress of the Central Government’s various flagship schemes, which
include PMAY-U 2.0, AMRUT, SBM 2.0, & accelerating electric bus
deployment were discussed.
Later in the day Mr. Manohar Lal also met Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.
The Union Minister will visit Kochi tomorrow and will review the functioning
of water metro services.<><>



MAYUSHA, Thiruvananthapuram, MAIL, 1520 HRS

Agartala/ MAIL/ 1522 HRS

KGS EP-I1I 22.12.2024
AIRCRAFT FOUND

The missing An-2 light aircraft, which disappeared in Russia's
Kamchatka Peninsula has been found with all three people aboard alive.
Local authorities said today that all three individuals onboard, including two
crew members and one passenger, have been evacuated by a Mi-8
helicopter from Kamchatka rescue teams and are being transported to
Milkovskaya District Hospital, where their health conditions will be
assessed. According to the Russian Federal Air Transport Agency, the
missing plane and people were found near Mount Tundrovaya on early
today.

The plane, which was enroute from Milkovo to Ossora, failed to arrive
at its destination on Thursday, prompting an intensive search and rescue
operation.

<><>
SAP/IANS/1605 HRS.

KGS EP-I
22.12.2024
PM - MUBARAK AL KABEER

Kuwait has bestowed its highest honour the Order of Mubarak Al
Kabeer to Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Mr Modi is on a two day visit to
Kuwait. The External Affairs Ministry said, this is the 20th international
honour given to Prime Minister Modi by a country.

The Order of Mubarak Al Kabeer is a knighthood order of Kuwait. It is
awarded to Heads of State and foreign Sovereigns and to members of
foreign royal families in sign of friendship. The Ministry said, the award has
been previously awarded to foreign leaders like former US Presidents Bill
Clinton and George Bush and United Kingdoms Prince Charles.

<><>DIPENDRA/1540
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi today held a meeting with Amir of
Kuwait, Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al Sabah. They discussed
cooperation in key sectors like pharmaceuticals, IT, FinTech, Infrastructure
and security. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that India and Kuwait
have elevated bilateral partnership to a strategic one. He expressed
optimism that the friendship will flourish even more in the times to come.

The leaders recalled the strong historical and friendly ties between
the two countries and re-affirmed their full commitment to further
expanding and deepening bilateral cooperation. In this context, they
agreed to elevate the bilateral relationship to a ‘Strategic Partnership’.

Prime Minister thanked His Highness the Amir for ensuring the well-
being of over one million strong Indian community in Kuwait. His Highness
the Amir expressed appreciation for the contribution of the large and
vibrant Indian community in Kuwait’s development.

Prime Minister appreciated the new initiatives being undertaken by
Kuwait to fulfill its Vision 2035 and congratulated His Highness the Amir for
successful holding of the GCC Summit earlier this month. Prime Minister
also expressed his gratitude for inviting him yesterday as a ‘Guest of
Honour’ at the opening ceremony of the Arabian Gulf Cup. The Amir
reciprocated Prime Minister's sentiments and expressed appreciation for
India's role as a valued partner in Kuwait and the Gulf region.

KGS EP-1
22.12.2024
PM-CHRISTMAS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend the Christmas celebrations
in New Delhi tomorrow. The event is being hosted by the Catholic Bishops'
Conference of India.

The Prime Minister will interact with key leaders from the Christian
community, including Cardinals, Bishops and prominent lay leaders of the
Church. This is the first time the Prime Minister will attend such a
programme at the Headquarters of the Catholic Church in the country.

<><><>Bhupendra/1518
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JITENDRA-GOOD GOVERNANCE

Minister of State of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Dr.
Jitendra Singh, will inaugurate the National Workshop on Good Governance
Practices in New Delhi tomorrow. Officials from all ministries and
departments will be participating in the workshop. Dr. Singh will also
inaugurate an exhibition on best practices of the Swachhata Campaign 4.0
curated by different ministries and departments along with the release of
the assessment report.

This is the fourth National Workshop on Good Governance Practices
convened by the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public
Grievances from 2021-2024. It has become an integral part of Good
Governance Week events celebrated every year from 19th to 25th
December.

On the occasion of the 4th Good Governance Week, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, in his message, said that good governance holds the key to
the nation’s progress. He added that it is a vital aspect to provide a
transparent, efficient, and accountable administration that works for the
overall welfare and betterment of people.

<><><>PRIYA/1819HRS

KGS EP-1 22.10.2024
UDAAN YATRI CAFE

In a major relief for fliers and air passengers, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation has announced the launch of "Udaan Yatri Cafe", an eatery outlet
at the airport for providing basic essentials like food and water at
affordable and reasonable rates. The one-of-its kind initiative is being
launched at Kolkata airport on a pilot basis and if it turns successful, it will
be replicated at other airports across the country, managed by the Airports
Authority of India.

With the launch of first "Udaan Yatri Cafe" at Kolkata's Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International Airport, air passengers will have access to
essential items like water bottles, tea, coffee, and snacks at reasonable
prices.<><>

SAP/IANS/1740 HRS.
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CONSUMER AFFAIRS-APPS

The Department of Consumer Affairs will launch Jago Grahak Jago
App, Jagriti App, and Jagriti Dashboard this Tuesday on the occasion of
National Consumer Day 2024. These apps aim to enhance the capability of
the Central Consumer Protection Authority-CCPA in taking suo moto action
against dark patterns.

The Jago Grahak Jago App aims to provide essential e-commerce
information about all Universal Resource Links-URLs during a consumer’s
online activities, alerting them if any URL may be unsafe and requires
caution. The Jagriti App will allow users to report URLs where they suspect
the presence of one or more dark patterns declared illegal. The reports will
be registered as complaints to the Central Consumer Protection Authority-
CCPA for possible redressal and subsequent action.

AMAN/1659HRS



