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SHUKLA MP-I 08.12.2024
PM - BAPS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has called upon citizens to become the
force behind the country’s march towards the target of Viksit Bharat by
2047. Mr Modi announced that a “Viksit Bharat Young Leaders’ Dialogue”



will be held next month to give the youth a platform to exchange ideas.
Prime Minister was delivering a virtual address at the Karyakar Suvarna
Mahotsav, a grand celebration marking 50 years of selfless service by
volunteers of the Bochasanwasi Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan
(BAPS) Sanstha in Ahmedabad yesterday evening. Mr Modi said, citizens
are participating in nation building movements in fields like Swachh Bharat
Mission, natural farming mission, environment awareness, educating girl
child or tribal welfare. Prime Minister said, he wants all BAPS volunteers to
pursue one pledge each year, like dedicating one year to chemical-free
agriculture, celebrating unity in diversity, fighting against drug menace and
rejuvenating rivers. He said, “Ek ped maa ke naam” movement is also
famous across the world and promoting sustainable lifestyle will further add
to the nation’s march towards development. Mr Modi also praised the
volunteers for their selfless services during the Bhuj earthquake, Kerala
floods, Uttarakhand landslides and Covid crisis. Prime Minister credited
BAPS for adding to India’s goodwill across the world. He said, in 28
countries, BAPS’s 1,000 temples and 21,000 spiritual centres promote the
country’s culture. In Abu Dhabi, a BAPS temple was opened recently and
the world got a glimpse of India’s cultural diversity and humanitarian ethos,
he said.

The year-long Karyakar Suvarna Mahotsav celebrations began on
January 28, 2024, and concluded with the grand finale celebrations in
Ahmedabad yesterday evening. Volunteers from various parts of India and
across the world, including the UK, Europe, the USA, Australia, and the
Middle East, came together to attend this historic event.

Various Sources/0520
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JAISHANKAR - MANAMA

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar arrived in Manama last night to
participate in the Manama Dialogue. His visit follows a series of significant
diplomatic engagements in Doha, underscoring India’s proactive approach
to addressing regional and global challenges. The minister was received by
Bahrain’s Foreign Minister, Dr. Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani, marking a
warm start to the second leg of his tour. More from our correspondent:

[V/C- VINOD KUMAR]
During his visit to Doha, the External Affairs Minister




engaged in a panel discussion titled "Conflict Mediation in a New
Era” at the Doha Forum 2024. He highlighted the direct

implications of regional instability on Indian interests, citing

concerns over growing tensions in the Red Sea and their impact
on Asian shipping routes. The minister spoke alongside Qatar’s
Prime Minister and Norway's Foreign Minister. reflecting on the

evolving nature of global conflicts, including unprecedented
hostilities between Israel and Iran.

While in Qatar, Jaishankar conducted talks with the Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister of Qatar. Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani. Their discussions encompassed
bilateral relations and pressing regional issues such as the
ongoing crises in Gaza and Syria. He also held meetings with

Qatar’s Minister of Commerce and Industry Sheikh Faisal bin
Thani bin Faisal Al Thani, focusing on strengthening economic

ties. In addition, Jaishankar met World Economic Forum President

Borge Brende and the Cyprus Foreign Minister addressing global
economic challenges and Mediterranean developments.

In Bahrain, Dr S Jaishankar’s itinerary includes co-chairing
the 4th India-Bahrain High Joint Commission () with Dr. Abdullatif
bin Rashid Al Zayani. This ministerial meeting aims to review
bilateral relations and explore avenues to enhance cooperation in

key areas, reinforcing the stronq partnership between India and
Bahrain.

The highlight of the EAM's visit will be his participation in the 20th
edition of the IISS Manama Dialogue, a globally recognized platform for
addressing Middle Eastern security and fostering international
collaboration. The theme of this year’s dialogue, “"Middle East Leadership in
Shaping Regional Prosperity and Security,” reflects the region’s pivotal role
in global stability.Organized by the International Institute for Strategic
Studies (IISS), the Manama Dialogue brings together global policymakers,
defense officials, academics, and experts to deliberate on key geopolitical
challenges. Known for its inclusive approach, the forum serves as a critical
venue for conflict resolution, counterterrorism strategies, and fostering
innovative diplomatic solutions.

VINOD KUMAR/DUBAI/MAIL/0458
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SONOWAL



Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Sarbananda
Sonowal has said that India will be among top 10 maritime nations of the
world by 2047. He said, the country is rapidly multiplying its cargo handling
capacity in ports and creating a robust ship building and repairs ecosystem.
Mr Sonowal was speaking at the silver jubilee celebrations of the
Kamarajar Port trust in Chennai yesterday. The minister also laid the
foundation stone for establishing capital dredging, Integrated Command
and Control centre at the Kamarajar port at a cost of 545 crore rupees. He
said the port marked a significant step in decongesting Chennai Port by
fostering efficient coal handling with possibilities of future expansion. Mr
Sonowal said that construction of IOCL Jetty of 3 million tonnes per annum
(MTPA) will further enhance its capacity. He said, the setting up of 1 MLD
Seawater desalination plant at the port at a coast of 32 crore rupees will
serve to meet not only the Port’s need but also the need of the coastal
community for drinking and other domestic purposes. The minister said, the
timely implementation of infrastructural projects taken up by the Shipping
Ministry has led to faster completion of flagship programmes. He said
quality has also been a focus area when development projects are rolled
out. Mr. Sonowal also attended the 83rd convocation of Dakshina Bharat
Hindi Prachar Sabha, Madras.

IANS/0540
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08.12.2024
RAJNATH - RUSSIA

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will be on a three-day visit to Russia
beginning today. During the visit, Defence Minister and his Russian
counterpart Andrey Belousov will co-chair the 21st meeting of India-Russia
Inter-Governmental Commission on Military and Military Technical
Cooperation in Moscow.

The two leaders will review the entire range of multi-faceted relations
between the two countries in the field of defence, including military-to-
military and industrial cooperation. They will also exchange views on
contemporary regional and global issues of mutual interest.

As part of the visit, Mr Singh will also commission the Indian Navy’s
latest multi-role stealth guided missile frigate ‘INS Tushil’ at Yantra
Shipyard, Kaliningrad on 9™ of December. Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Dinesh K Tripathi will accompany him for the commissioning ceremony.



The Defence Minister will pay tributes at ‘The Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier’ in Moscow to honour the Soviet soldiers killed during the Second
World War. He will also interact with the members of the Indian
community.
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08.12.2024
CRICKET-IND VS AUS

India will resume their second inning on day three today, at an
overnight score of 128 for 5 in the second Test match of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy against the hosts, Australia, at Adelaide Oval. The match
will begin at 9:30 AM IST. The visitors are still trailing Australia’s first-
innings total by 29 runs. Rishabh Pant and Nitish Reddy were at the crease
at the end of day two of the pink-ball Test.

Earlier, Australia were bundled out for 337 runs in their first innings,
establishing a lead of 157 runs. Travis Head slammed 140 runs off 141
balls. Mohammed Siraj and Jasprit Bumrah took four wickets each.
Australia had resumed their innings at the overnight score of 86 for the
loss of one wicket. On day one, after opting to bat first, the visitors were
all out for just 180 in their first innings. India are leading the five-match
series 1-0 after their convincing 295-run win in the first Test at Perth.
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