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PM - KUWAIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold talks with Kuwaiti leadership
in Kuwait city today. Mr Modi will be accorded a ceremonial guard of
honour at the Bayan Palace following which he will be holding separate

meetings with the Emir of Kuwait and the crown Prince of Kuwait. PM Modi
will also hold delegation-level talks with the Prime Minister of Kuwait. Mr



Modi arrived in Kuwait on a two-day visit to the West Asian nation, marking
the first trip by an Indian Prime Minister to Kuwait in 43 years. He is
visiting Kuwait at the invitation of Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah.

Yesterday, Mr Modi addressed a massive gathering of Indian diaspora
at a special 'Hala Modi' event in Kuwait City. He lauded the hard work,
achievement and contribution of the Indian community to the development
of Kuwait and fostering India-Kuwait ties. Prime Minister Modi extended an
invitation to diaspora members to participate in Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
and Maha Kumbh Mela events to be held next month. Mr Modi outlined
India's approach as a 'Vishwabandhu' (a friend to the world) and
elaborated upon the country's rapid progress and transformation, especially
in the fields of technology, infrastructure and sustainability. He said, India
has the potential to become the world's skill capital and to achieve this,
India is aligning its skill development programmes with global needs.

PM Modi also interacted with a cross-section of Indian workers during
his visit to a labour camp in Mina Abdullah area of Kuwait. The labour
camp has a workforce of around 1,500 Indian nationals hailing from
different states of India. During the interaction, Prime Minister enquired
about the well-being of Indian workers and discussed various welfare
schemes initiated by the Indian government over the past 10 years. In a
statement, Prime Minister's Office (PMO) said, Mr Modi's visit to the labour
camp symbolises the importance Prime Minister attaches to the welfare of
Indian workers abroad. In the last few years, the government has
undertaken several technology-based initiatives such as E-Migrate portal,
MADAD portal and upgraded Pravasi Bharatiya Bima Yojana for the welfare
of Indian workers abroad.

PM Modi also met 101-year-old Mangal Sain Handa, a former Indian
Foreign Service (IFS) officer, who now resides in Kuwait and had served in
Kuwait, UK, Iraqg, China, Argentina, and Cambodia before retiring about
four decades ago.

Prime Minister also attended the opening ceremony of the 26th
Arabian Gulf Cup as the chief guest at the Jaber Al-Ahmad International
Stadium. Mr Modi joined the Emir, the Crown Prince, and the Prime
Minister of Kuwait in witnessing the grand opening ceremony. In a press
release, Ministry of External Affairs said, the event also provided an
opportunity for an informal interaction of the prime minister with the
leadership of Kuwait.

IANS/CB/VINOD KUMAR/DUBAI/MAIL/0510

SUDHIR:KAMAL NP-I 21.12.2024



MAHA PORTFOLIO ALLOCATION

The allocation of portfolios in the newly elected Maharashtra
government was announced today. As per the release of Raj Bhavan in
Mumbai, Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has been entrusted with Home,
Energy (Excluding Renewable Energy), Law and Judiciary, General
Administration Dept., Information & Publicity (and Departments/Subjects
not allotted to any other Minister), whereas Deputy Chief Ministers Eknath
Shinde and Ajit Pawar will handle Urban Development, Housing, Public
Works (Public Enterprises), and Finance & Planning, State Excise Ministry
respectively. Maharashtra BJP Chief Chandrashekhar Bawankule will be the
Revenue Minister, Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil will handle Water Resources
(Godavari and Krishna Valley Development Corporation), Girish Mahajan
will oversee Water Resources (Vidharbha, Tapi, Konkan Development
Corporation) and Disaster Management, and Hasan Mushrif will look after
the Ministry of Medical Education, whereas Chandrakant Patil has retained
his Higher & Technical Education and Parliamentary Affairs Ministry.
Additionally, Pankaja Munde will be the Minister for Environment and
Climate Change, Animal Husbandry. Manikrao Kokate will handle
Agriculture, and Jaykumar Gore has been entrusted with Rural
Development and Panchayati Raj, among others. Additionally, six Ministers
of State were also given portfolios. A total of 39 Ministers, including
Cabinet Ministers and Ministers for State, were sworn in Nagpur ahead of
the winter session of the Maharashtra legislature.
<><><>ANKITA APTE/MUMBAI/MAIL/2211 HRS

SANJIO EP-1 21.12.2024
VAISHNAW-RAILWAY AWARD

Union Railway and Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw today conferred 69th Ati Vishisht Rail Seva award 2024 to 101
employees and officers for their exceptional contributions to the Indian
Railways. Addressing the gathering in New Delhi, Mr. Vaishnaw highlighted
the significant progress made by Indian Railways over the last ten years.
He also urged Railway employees and officials to intensify their efforts
threefold in enhancing safety, maintenance, quality, and training. The
Minister emphasized that the construction pace has significantly increased
over the last decade, with 5,300 kilometers of new railway lines added to
the network last year. He noted that the ambitious project connecting
Kashmir to Kanyakumari is nearing completion, promising seamless travel
across the length of the country. Mr. Vaishnaw also stated that the new
Pamban Bridge is ready and will be inaugurated soon. He highlighted that
the freight corridors are nearing completion. The minister reaffirmed that



Indian Railways is on track to achieve 100 percent electrification of its
broad gauge network by 2025. The 101 awardees have been selected
across various categories, including innovation leading to improvement in
productivity, revenue generation, and safety, improvement in operation,
security, project completion, and sports. In addition to the individual
awards, 22 Shields have been presented to the best-performing Railway
Zones in various categories, recognizing their outstanding achievements
and contributions to the overall performance of the Indian Railways.

<><>PALLAVI/2032 HRS

SHUKLA MP-1 22.12.2024
MEA GERMANY

India has condemned the horrific attack in Magdeburg, Germany,
that has reportedly killed five people and injured over 200. The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said in a statement described the incident as the
horrific and senseless attack at a Christmas market. Seven Indian nationals
were also injured in Magdeburg Christmas market attack. Sources said
three have been discharged from the hospital. The Indian Mission in
Germany is in touch with all those injured in the attack. The incident
occurred Friday evening when a car rammed into the crowded market,
which was full of shoppers buying things for Christmas.
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SHUKLA MP-122.12.2024
CRICKET-U-19 WOMEN'S ASIA CUP

In Women's Cricket, India will lock horns with Bangladesh in the final
of the Under-19 Women's T20 Asia Cup at Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia today.
The match is schedule to begin at 7 AM Indian Standard Time. India, led
by Niki Prasad, are unbeaten in the tournament until now. After topping
Group A, India also topped the points table in the Super Fours with three
wins out of four matches. Their match against Nepal did not produce a
result due to rain. India advanced to the final by defeating Sri Lanka by
four wickets in a Super 4 match on Friday. In the other Super 4 match,
Bangladesh defeated Nepal by nine wickets.
MAYUR/NET/0404



