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SWATI MP-1 14.012.2024
PM-NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will chair the fourth National
Conference of Chief Secretaries in New Delhi today. The conference aims
to further strengthen the partnership between the Centre and State
Governments, with a focus on enhancing cooperative federalism and
ensuring better coordination to achieve faster growth and development.
The first such conference was held in Dharamshala in June 2022, followed
by the second edition in January 2023 and the third edition in December
last year in New Delhi. Our correspondent reports that Chief Secretaries,
senior officials of all States and Union Territories and domain experts
among others will be present at the Conference.

(V/C-DIPENDRA/SUMIT)

The Conference of Chief Secretaries has been a key initiative driven
by the Prime Minister Modi's vision of fostering stronger collaboration
between the Centre and States. The fourth National Conference is focused
on the theme ‘Promoting Entrepreneurship, Employment and Skilling -
Leveraging the Demographic Dividend’ covering best practices and
strategies for States and Union Territories to follow. Under this theme,
special emphasis will be given on six areas: Manufacturing, Services, Rural
Non-farm, Urban, Renewable Energy, and Circular Economy. During the
conference, four special sessions will also be held on Frontier Technology
for Viksit Bharat, Developing Cities as Economic Growth Hubs, Economic
Reforms in States for Investment, and Capacity Building through Mission
Karmayogi. With Dipendra Kumar, Sumit Saha, Akashvani News Delhi.

<><><>CB/DIPENDRA/0320 HRS



PKM : MEENU EP-I 13.12.2024
ALLU ARJUN ARREST BAIL

The High Court today granted an interim bail for four weeks to the
film actor Allu Arjun over a quash petition filed by the actor in a case
relating to stampede which led to death of a woman and injuring her son.
The court also directed the actor for a personal bond of 50 thousand
rupees. Justice J Sridevi pronounced this while hearing the quash petition.
The judge also granted four weeks interim bail to other accused who were
arrested earlier. Earlier in the day, Allu Arjun who was arrested by police
has been presented before a local court and the court directed for a 14-day
remand. The incident of stampede occurred at a premiere show of his
blockbuster film Pushpa-2- The Rise in Hyderabad. A 39-year-old woman
died in the stampede while her minor son was injured critically at Sandhya
theatre in the city. Hyderabad Commissioner of police CV Anand informed
the media that Allu Arjun has been arrested relating to the Sandhya
theatre stampede incident. Police has registered a case against Allu Arjun,
his security team and the management of the cinema theatre under section
105 (culpable homicide not amounting to murder) and 118 (1), punishment
for causing hurt, of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. Earlier, the owner of the
two employees of Sandhya Theatre were arrested.
<> M S Lakshmi/Hyderabad/MAIL/1910
SWATI MP-1 14.012.2024

VAISHNAW-ALLU ARJUN

Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said,
the mishap at Sandhya Theatre in Hyderabad during the premiere of film
Pushpa 2, was a clear case of poor arrangements by the state and local
administration. In a social media post, Mr Vaishnaw said, Congress has no
respect for the creative industry and the arrest of film actor Allu Arjun
proves it yet again. He added that the Congress party is now indulging in
publicity stunts to deflect the blame. The Minister said, the Telangana
Government should assist those affected and punish those who made the
arrangements that day instead of attacking film personalities. Yesterday,
actor Allu Arjun was arrested by the police in connection with the death of
a woman in stampede that occurred during the premiere of his latest film,
Pushpa 2: The Rule, at Sandhya theatre on 4th of December in Hyderabad.
Later in the evening, the actor was granted interim bail for four weeks by



the Telangana High Court.
<><><>CB/AMAN/0337 HRS
SWATI MP-1 14.012.2024

NHAI-RPV

The National Highways Authority of India is planning to introduce
advanced new Route Patrolling Vehicles (RPVs) named Rajmarg Saathi to
enhance highway safety. The Road Transport and Highways Ministry said,
the RPVs will conduct inspection of National Highway stretches to monitor
and respond to emergency situations. The new RPVs will feature closed
cabinets and AI-Enabled dashboard cameras for Efficient Emergency
Response. The vehicles are equipped with advanced communication and
safety tools to minimize traffic disruptions, improving road safety and
enhancing overall road user experience along the National Highways.
<><><>CB/SUMIT/0342 HRS

PKM EP-1 13.12.2024
NHRC-CONFERENCE

The National Human Rights Commission,NHRC conducted a
conference with State HRCs in New Delhi today to promote and protect
human rights in the country. In the inaugural session, NHRC's India Acting
Chairperson Vijaya Bharathi Sayani emphasised the importance of
collaboration in assessing the improvement in the human rights situation.
She highlighted the need for addressing challenges in complaint
management, disseminating NHRC advisories at the state level, and
sharing best practices. On the occasion, NHRC Secretary General Bharat Lal
said that NHRC and SHRCs need to continue to work in tandem to
strengthen the human rights institutional framework in the country.
<><>AMAN/2109
SWATI MP-1 14.012.2024

JAISHANKAR-PORTUGAL MINISTER

External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar held discussions with the
Minister of State and Foreign Affairs of Portugal, Paulo Rangel in New Delhi
yesterday. In a social media post, Dr Jaishankar said, during the meeting,
they took stock of the partnership and explored new opportunities in clean
energy, technology, digital, mobility, heritage and maritime domains. The



two leaders also exchanged views on West Asia, Ukraine and the Indo-
Pacific. The External Affairs Minister also appreciated both the countries’
multilateral cooperation and Portugal’s support for stronger India-EU ties.

<><><>CB/SUMIT/0340 HRS
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MEA-SRI LANKA PREZ VISIT

Sri Lanka President Anura Kumara Dissanayake will be on a three-day
visit to India starting tomorrow. Briefing the media yesterday, External
Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said this would be Mr.
Dissanayake’s first visit since his election as the President of Sri Lanka. He
also mentioned that during his three-day visit, Mr. Dissanayake will meet
President Droupadi Murmu and hold discussions with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on bilateral, regional, and international issues of mutual
interest. Mr. Jaiswal added that the Sri Lankan President will also attend a
business event in the national capital and will visit Bodh Gaya in Bihar. The
spokesperson further noted that the visit will strengthen the multifaceted
and mutually beneficial cooperation between the two countries.

Regarding repatriation efforts for Indians in West Asia, MEA
Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said 77 Indians who wished to return to
India have been evacuated from Syria. He mentioned that these 77
individuals were evacuated through Lebanon, with close coordination from
the embassies in Lebanon and Syria.

Speaking about the visit of Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri to
Bangladesh, Mr. Jaiswal said the Foreign Secretary highlighted India's
support for a democratic, stable, peaceful, progressive, and inclusive
Bangladesh. He added that Mr. Misri also conveyed India's concerns,
especially regarding the safety and welfare of minorities in Bangladesh.

On the issue of the death of three Indian students in Canada, the
MEA Spokesperson stated that India has raised the matter with Canadian
authorities. He said the Indian High Commission in Canada is in touch with
local authorities for a thorough investigation into the incidents. Responding
to a media query on the issue, Mr. Jaiswal said the safety, security, and
welfare of Indian nationals, especially students, in Canada remain a top
priority for New Delhi. He added that India has also issued an advisory for
its nationals and students to exercise extreme caution and remain vigilant,
given the deteriorating security environment in Canada due to the growing



incidents of hate crimes and violence. Regarding the granting of Indian
visas to Canadians, Mr. Jaiswal stated that it is India’s sovereign function,
and New Delhi has the legitimate right to deny visas to those who
undermine its territorial integrity. He also questioned the Canadian media
for running disinformation campaigns over the visa issue.

<><><>CB/SUMIT/DIWAKER/0431 HRS
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RAMDAS ATHAWALE-HYDERABAD

Union Minister of State for Social Justice, Ramdas Athawale
distributed teaching-learning materials to Divyangjans at National Institute
for the Empowerment of Persons with Intellectual Disabilities (NIEPID) at
Secunderabad in Telangana yesterday. Speaking on the occasion, the
Minister said, the government is committed to the welfare of people with
special needs and working through various special schemes for the benefit
of Divyang people. He assured that the Centre will provide all necessary
support to the NIEPID, Secunderabad to ensure that the best facilities are
provided to its students. Later, the Minister inaugurated the 'Braille for All’
training and learning centre at Braille Park and released a scientific book
for individuals with special needs. Stating that the country has about 2.68
crore Divyang people as per 2011 Census, Mr Athawale asked Divyangjans
to apply for grants through the Ministry’s online portal.
<><><>M S LAKSHMI/HYDERABAD/MAIL/0602

DEFENCE:

Chief of the Air Staff (CAS) Air Chief Marshal AP Singh, will confer the
‘President’'s Commission’” to the graduating trainees at the Combined
Graduation Parade (CGP) of the 214th course at Air Force Academy (AFA)
Dundigal in Hyderabad tomorrow. The event will commemorate the
successful completion of the pre-commissioning training of flight cadets
across various branches of the Indian Air Force (IAF). The Air Chief Marshal
will also present ‘Wings’ and 'Brevets’, upon completion of training to the
flight cadets, officers of the Indian Navy, Indian Coast Guard and one
officer from a friendly foreign country. This CGP will also mark
commissioning of the first batch of the Weapon Systems branch officers



into the IAF. Aerial display by SU-30 MKI, Surya Kiran Aerobatic Team
(SKAT) and the ‘Sarang’ helicopter display team will be major attractions of
this ceremony, along with fly pasts by the Pilatus PC-7 Mk-II, Hawk, Kiran,
and Chetak aircraft.

----- MSL
SWATI MP-1I 14.12.2024
CRICKET-IND AUS

In Cricket, Hosts Australia were for

against India in their first innings on day one of the third Test match of the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy at the Gabba in Brisbane, when reports last came
in. Opting to bowl first after winning the toss, the visitors made two
changes to the playing XI. Ravindra Jadeja and Akash Deep replaced
Ravichandran Ashwin and Harshit Rana. For the hosts, Scott Boland made
way for Josh Hazlewood. The five-match series is currently tied 1-1 after
Australia won the second Test at Adelaide Oval, while India won the
opening game in Perth. The Rohit Sharma-led side will aim to relive the
memories from their last outing at the Gabba when the Men in Blue
defeated Australia by three wickets in a thrilling finale in 2021. With their
commanding victory in the first match and a disappointing loss in the
second, India are in third position in the ICC World Test Championship
(WTC) standings. With four teams still in contention for the WTC final,
scheduled to be played at Lord's Cricket Ground next year in June, India
must beat Australia convincingly in the series to secure a finals spot
without relying on the results of other teams.

<><><>MANIK/NET/0553 HRS



