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SANJIO EP-I 23.12.2024
EVE. PM-CHRISTMAS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that it pains his heart when
there are attempts to spread violence in society. Speaking at the Christmas
Celebrations hosted by the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India CBCI in
New Delhi this evening, Mr Modi cited Germany's Christmas market attack,
just a few days ago. He urged people to come together to fight against
these challenge. Addressing the event the Prime Minister said that India
prioritizes both national interest and human interest in its foreign policy. He
said, today's India sees it as its duty to bring its citizens to safety, no
matter where they are or what crisis they face. He said, it was a very



satisfactory moment for him when Father Alexis Prem Kumar was safely
brought back from war-torn Afghanistan, a decade back he was stuck there
for eight months and was in hostage. He also recalled that Father Tom was
rescued from Yemen after months of captivity. The Prime Minister said, for
his Government all these missions are not mere diplomatic missions but an
emotional commitment to bring back family members.

Mr Modi said, when Covid pandemic struck, many countries that talk
big on human rights backed down from helping poor countries. He said,
India even moved beyond its capabilities to help poor countries during
Covid and provided medicines to over 150 nations. The Prime Minister
said, the nation's youth have given the confidence that the dream of a
Viksit Bharat will surely be fulfilled. He said, each one of us has an
important role to play in the nation's future. He added that today, the
country is moving ahead with the common goal of Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas
and Sabka Prayas.

The Prime Minister said, the teachings of Lord Christ celebrate love,
harmony, and brotherhood. He said, it is important that all work to make
this spirit stronger. On the occasion, Mr Modi also interacted with key
leaders from the Christian community, including Cardinals, Bishops and
prominent lay leaders of the Church. He said, it is a moment of pride that
Pope Francis has made George Koovakad a Cardinal of the Holy Roman
Catholic Church. This was the first time a Prime Minister attended such a
programme at the Headquarters of the Catholic Church in India. Catholic
Bishops' Conference of India was established in 1944 and is the body
which works closest with all the Catholics across India.
<><>ANUPAM/2020
SHUKLA :: HK MP-I 24.12.2024
AMIT SHAH

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has stressed the need to develop an
intelligence coordination strategy with friendly nations to detect anti-India
outfits and networks. Delivering the 37th Intelligence Bureau centenary
endowment lecture in New Delhi, Mr Shah said, out-of-box thinking is
required to find solutions in the face of challenges such as attacks on
critical infrastructure, cyber attacks, information warfare and radicalization
of youth. Praising Intelligence Bureau, Home Minister said, due to the
working methodology, vigilance, alertness and the tradition of sacrifice and
dedication of IB, the country is safe today. Mr Shah said that under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the security agencies have



established dominance over various threats to the nation by fighting a
decisive battle over the last five years. Home Minister explained that the
success of any security agency is based on its workforce and its ability to
train its personnel, and also highlighted the need to build a robust
ecosystem to counter misinformation. In the coming days, he said,
intelligence and law enforcement agencies must increase use of Al and
machine learning. Mr Shah said, to achieve a fully developed India by
2047, security agencies must visualise all potential threats and prepare a
comprehensive roadmap to safeguard the nation from them. He noted that
the time had come to use blockchain analysis tools for crypto currency. He
highlighted the need to take prompt and decisive action against hoax calls
and fake emails, saying the country's enemies were successfully creating
an atmosphere of fear and terror among the public through these means.
VARIOUS SOURCE/0544
SHUKLA MP-I 24.12.2024
JAISHANKAR VISIT

External Affairs Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar will be on a six-day visit to
the United States beginning today. During the visit, he will meet
counterparts to discuss key bilateral, regional and global issues. Dr.
Jaishankar will also chair a conference of the Consul Generals of India in
the USA.
CB/RAHISUDDIEN/0413
SHUKLA MP-I 24.12.2024
NHRC - CHAIRPERSON

Retired Supreme Court judge V. Ramasubramanian has been
appointed as the new Chairperson of the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC). President Droupadi Murmu has appointed Justice
Ramasubramanian. Priyank Kanoongo and Dr. Justice Bidyut Ranjan
Sarangi (Retd.) have also been appointed as Members of the Commission.
Justice Ramasubramanian was appointed Judge of the Supreme Court on
23rd September 2019 and retired on 29th June 2023. This appointment
comes months after former Supreme Court Justice (retd) Arun Kumar
Mishra concluded his tenure as NHRC chairperson on 1st June this year.
After Justice Mishra's retirement, Vijaya Bharathi Sayani became the acting
chairperson of the human rights panel.
CB/RAHISUDDIEN/0425
SHUKLA MP-I 24.12.2024



CONSUMER AFFAIRS-APPS

The Department of Consumer Affairs will launch Jago Grahak Jago
App, Jagriti App, and Jagriti Dashboard on the occasion of National
Consumer Day today. These apps aim to enhance the capability of the
Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) in taking suo moto action
against dark patterns. The Jago Grahak Jago App aims to provide essential
e-commerce information about all Universal Resource Links (URLS) during a
consumer’s online activities, alerting them if any URL may be unsafe and
requires caution. The Jagriti App will allow users to report URLs where they
suspect the presence of one or more dark patterns declared illegal. The
reports will be registered as complaints to the Central Consumer Protection
Authority for possible redressal and subsequent action.

CB/AMAN/0359
SHYAM BENEGAL

Acclaimed film director Shyam Benegal passed away in Mumbai today. He
was 90 years old. Shyam Benegal breathed his last at a private hospital in
Mumbai, where he had been undergoing treatment for chronic kidney
disease. The legendary director won several National Awards for movies
including, Manthan (1976), Bhumika: The Role (1977), Junoon (1978),
Arohan (1982), Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose: The Forgotten Hero (2004),
and Well Done Abba (2010). Widely regarded as one of the greatest
visionaries in Indian cinema, Shyam Benegal is a name that evokes
memories of iconic, socially-reflective films like Ankur, Bhumika, Nishant,
Manthan, Sardaari Begum and Zubeidaa. Born on the 14th of December in
1934, in Hyderabad, Shyam Benegal began his journey with advertising
films, but soon, his artistic vision led him to redefine Indian cinema. Shyam
Benegal was a pioneer of the New Wave movement, a master who brought
rural struggles and social realities to the silver screen. His contributions
went beyond cinema — from his iconic TV series Bharat Ek Khoj to
mentoring generations of artists. With awards like Dadasaheb Phalke,
Padma Shri, and Padma Bhushan, Shyam Benegal remains a beacon of
creativity and courage. His demise leaves behind a legacy of six decades
that transformed Indian storytelling.

SHUKLA :: HK MP-1 24.12.2024
MEA-HASINA



Ministry of External Affairs has received a Note Verbale from the
Bangladesh High Commission in connection with an extradition request.
MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said, at this time, they have no
comment to offer on this matter. The interim government in Bangladesh
had sent a diplomatic note to India to send back former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. Since her ouster as the Bangladesh premier in August,
Hasina has been living in India in exile.
<><>CB/ANUPAM/0623

SHUKLA MP-1 24.12.2024
PREZ:

President Droupadi Murmu has said that the increasing use of technology
in the medical field has made collaboration between medical and
engineering institutions extremely important. Addressing the 6th
convocation of Vardhaman Mahavir Medical College and Safdarjung
Hospital in New Delhi this evening, the President said, that experiments in
Artificial Intelligence, mRNA technology, Robotics and 3D Bioprinting are
going to bring about massive changes in the medical field. She said, that
Vardhman Mahavir Medical College and Safdarjung Hospital can collaborate
with engineering and technology institutes located in Delhi for research and
innovation. The President said that interdisciplinary knowledge sharing
would be in everyone’s interest. President Murmu said that young doctors
will play an important role in achieving the goal of making India a
developed nation by 2047. She said, it should be their resolution to bring
India to the forefront in the field of healthcare through education, research
and entrepreneurship. The President said that in the last few years, the
Government of India has taken several important steps towards creating a
Healthy India. She said these efforts are yielding positive results. President
Murmu said that the medical profession is not just a means of livelihood. It
is a profession that brings with it the sacred responsibility of reducing
people’s suffering, treating the sick, and contributing to the well-being of
society. She said a doctor’s role should not only be that of a physician but
also that of a compassionate healer. The President expressed happiness
that in the NIRF India ranking, Vardhaman Mahavir Medical College and
Safdarjung Hospital is among the top 20 medical institutions. She noted
that on average ten thousand people every day from all over the country
come to the Safdarjung Hospital for treatment. President Murmu expressed
happiness that the hospital keeps taking new initiatives constantly for the



safety and convenience of patients. She said, state-of-the-art facilities like
robotic renal transplant, robotic cardiothoracic surgery and bone marrow
transplant are available to patients at low cost. A total of 403 Degrees were
awarded to students from DM, MCh, MD, MS, and MBBS programs who
successfully completed their training. The President also awarded medals
to meritorious students in recognition of their exceptional academic
achievements. The Annual Report of the institution was released on the
occasion. In his address, Union Health Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda
congratulated all the students and their parents for their hard work and
sacrifice. He said, this celebratory occasion also marks recognition for the
numerous achievements made by the students of VMMC and Safdarjung
Hospital which are amongst the most prestigious medical institutes in the
country. Mr Nadda said, VMMC and Safdarjung Hospital are amongst the
busiest medical institute in the country and their medical professionalism is
recognised everywhere. He said, being doctors does not only entail curing
diseases, it also involves understanding humanity. He said, excellence,
values and empathy are key traits to success.
SANJIO EP-I 23.12.2024
SC-NEET

The Supreme Court has directed the Medical Counselling Committee
to conduct a special round of counselling to fill vacant medical seats for
National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) undergraduate courses while
noting the acute shortage of doctors in India. A bench of Justices BR Gavai
and KV Viswanathan further directed that the vacant NRI seats would also
be converted into the general category quota and should be filled through
the State Admission Authorities. The court said in its order stated that the
precious medical seats should not go to waste when the country is facing
acute shortage of Doctors. It said the Admission Authorities are, therefore,
directed to hold a fresh stray or special counselling for the seats remaining
vacant and complete the admission process before 30th December 2024, in
any eventuality. The bench further directed that no college would be
permitted to admit students directly and admission should be conducted
only through the State Admission Authorities. It also clarified that the stray
or special admission process should not disturb the admissions, which are
already finalised and the admissions would be made only from the
waitlisted candidates.
<<<>>> SANJEEV/NET/1700/HRS/



NASEEM DP-I 23.12.2024
BJP- AAP CHARGESHEET

BJP today released chargesheet against Delhi government ahead of
assembly polls in the national capital. Senior party leader Anurag Thakur,
Delhi BJP Chief Virendraa Sachdeva and other leaders unveiled the
document accusing the AAP government of misgovernance and not
fulfilling the promises made to the people. Speaking on the occasion in
New Delhi, Mr. Thakur alleged that AAP Convenor Arvind Kejriwal made
false promises and misled the people of Delhi. He also listed out pollution
in the Yamuna River, air pollution in Delhi, corruption in the city and other
issues to target Mr. Kejriwal. The BJP leader also hit out at the AAP for not
implementing the Central government's Jal Jivan Mission and Ayushman
Bharat Schemes in Delhi. Mr Thakur also accused Mr. Kejriwal of insulting
the people of purvanchal. He also alleged that the AAP had come to power
in the name of corruption free governance but a series of irregularities
happened in the city and several leaders of AAP went to jail on the charges
of corruption.

(BYTE- Anurag Thakur)

Mr. Thakur asserted that people of Delhi will defeat the AAP in the
upcoming assembly polls as they have realised that Mr. Kejriwal is what he
called friends of corrupts.

<><>DIWAKER/1225
IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast cold wave
conditions in Himachal Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir, Ladakh, Punjab,
Haryana, and Chandigarh today. According to IMD, light to moderate
rainfall is expected over Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karaikal,
Puducherry, and Odisha for the next two days. It has also said that dense
fog conditions are likely to prevail during late-night and early-morning
hours in Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, Himachal Pradesh, and Rajasthan today.
Similar conditions are also predicted for Sub-Himalayan West Bengal, Bihar,
Assam, Meghalaya, Manipur, Nagaland, Mizoram, and Tripura for the next
2-3 days. The met department further added that there will be a gradual
fall in minimum temperatures by about 2 degrees Celsius over Northwest
India during the next 2 days. Central India and Maharashtra can witness a
gradual rise in minimum temperatures of 2 to 4 degrees Celsius during the
next 5 days. IMD also said that Delhi-NCR is likely to experience smog and
shallow fog during the morning and night hours over the next two days.



SUMIT/0625
SJA NP-I 23.12.2024
CHENNAI ART FESTIVAL

Union Minister of Culture Gajendra Singh Shekhawat inaugurated the
71st Annual Art Festival at Kalashetra Foundation, Chennai today. An
exhibition is also organized as part of the festival to showcase the art
works of teachers and students of the Kalakshetra. While addressing the
Art Festival, the minister emphasized on he unifying power of culture in a
diverse country like India. In his speech, Shekhawat described culture as
the “life and blood” of society, asserting that it plays a key role in
maintaining national unity. Shekhawat paid tribute to legendary artists,
including Zakir Hussain, for their lifelong dedication to the classic music. He
also highlighted the ongoing cultural resurgence in India, which he said
blends traditional values with modern influences. As part of the event,
Minister Shekhawat inaugurated a special exhibition celebrating the legacy
of Indian classical arts. Padma Vibhushan awardee Vaijayanti Mala
performed a Bhava Abhinayam. During the event, Shekhawat honored
Vaijayanti Mala for her outstanding contributions to classical dance and
Indian cinema. The exhibition will continue till 2nd January 2025.
<><><>BLESSY/CHENNAI/MAIL/0021 HRS

SHUKLA MP-1I 24.12.2024
BADMINTON

In Badminton, M. Raghu upset top seed and Guwahati Masters
winner Sathish Kumar K in the 86th Senior National Badminton
Championship yesterday. He defeated Sathish 21-17, 21-17 in the Men's
single semifinal clash. In the finals, Raghu will take on Mithun Manjunath
who defeated Rounak Chouhan 21-15, 21-13 in the semifinal. The women’s
single final will witness 13th seed Devika Sihag face off against 12th seed
Shriyanshi Valishetty. Devika defeated Adarshini Shri 21-13, 21-10 while
Shriyanshi got the better of Tasnim Mir 25-23, 21-13 in the semifinal. In
women’s doubles, defending champions Shruti Mishra and Priya Devi
Konjengbam will face second seeds Arathi Sara Sunil and Varshini VS in the
final. Shruti will be in line for a double crown after she also reached the
mixed doubles final alongside Ayush Agarwal. They will face 8th seeds
Rohan Kapoor and Ruthvika Shivani in the final. The men’s doubles final
will see top seeds Naveen P and Lokesh V take on Arsh Mohammad and



Sanskar Saraswat.
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In Women's Cricket, India will take on the West Indies in the second
ODI of the three-match ICC Championship series at Kotambi Stadium in
Vadodara today. The match is schedule to begin at 1:30 PM. India
defeated the visitors by 211 runs in the first ODI played at the same venue
on Sunday. The Hosts aims to maintain its momentum after winning T20
International series, 2-1 against the West Indies in Navi Mumbai. The team
is also looking to replicate its success from five years ago when it
completed a 3-Nil ODI series whitewash against South Africa in Vadodara.
The Indian team, led by Smriti Mandhana in Harmanpreet Kaur’s absence,
showcased strong performances in the T20I series. Mandhana scored three
consecutive fifties, setting a record for most runs by an Indian woman in a
bilateral T20I series.
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