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REV PM-NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is chairing the fourth National
Conference of Chief Secretaries in New Delhi. The three day
Conference began yesterday will emphasise on the evolution and
implementation of a common development agenda and blueprint
for cohesive action in partnership with the States. The conference
aims to further strengthen the partnership between the Centre and State
Governments, with a focus on enhancing cooperative federalism and



ensuring better coordination to achieve faster growth and development.
The first such conference was held in Dharamshala in June 2022, followed
by the second edition in January 2023 and the third edition in December
last year in New Delhi. Our correspondent reports that Chief Secretaries,
senior officials of all States and Union Territories and domain experts
among others will be present at the Conference.

The Conference of Chief Secretaries has been a key initiative driven
by the Prime Minister Modi's vision of fostering stronger collaboration
between the Centre and States. The fourth National Conference is focused
on the theme ‘Promoting Entrepreneurship, Employment and Skilling -
Leveraging the Demographic Dividend’ covering best practices and
strategies for States and Union Territories to follow. Under this theme,
special emphasis will be given on six areas: Manufacturing, Services, Rural
Non-farm, Urban, Renewable Energy, and Circular Economy. During the
conference, four special sessions will also be held on Frontier Technology
for Viksit Bharat, Developing Cities as Economic Growth Hubs, Economic
Reforms in States for Investment, and Capacity Building through Mission
Karmayogi.

<><><>
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REV CRICKET-IND AUS

The third Cricket Test match of Border-Gavaskar Trophy between
India and Hosts Australia began at the Gabba in Brisbane today. Rain
interrupted the play multiple times in the first session. Put into bat, the
Hosts were 28 for no loss at lunch, in their first innings. We have a report:
MEA-SRI LANKA PREZ VISIT

Sri Lanka President Anura Kumara Dissanayake will be on a three-day
visit to India starting tomorrow. Briefing the media yesterday, External
Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said this would be Mr.
Dissanayake’s first visit since his election as the President of Sri Lanka. He
also mentioned that during his three-day visit, Mr. Dissanayake will meet
President Droupadi Murmu and hold discussions with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on bilateral, regional, and international issues of mutual
interest. Mr. Jaiswal added that the Sri Lankan President will also attend a



business event in the national capital and will visit Bodh Gaya in Bihar. The
spokesperson further noted that the visit will strengthen the multifaceted
and mutually beneficial cooperation between the two countries. Regarding
repatriation efforts for Indians in West Asia, MEA Spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said 77 Indians who wished to return to India have been evacuated
from Syria. He mentioned that these 77 individuals were evacuated
through Lebanon, with close coordination from the embassies in Lebanon
and Syria.
UTTARAKHAND-IMA

The Indian Army is going to get 456 new military officers today, with
a passing-out parade scheduled at the Indian Military Academy (IMA) at
Dehradun in Uttarakhand. As these cadets march through the final step,
they will officially become an integral part of the Indian Army. A total of
491 Gentleman Cadets, including 35 from friendly foreign nations, will
graduate in this ceremony. Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) of the Nepali
Army, General Ashok Raj Sigdel, will take the salute at the parade.
IMD WEATHER
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has said, cold wave to severe
cold wave conditions will continue over Northwest and Central India during
the next two to three days. The weather agency said, cold wave conditions
will prevail over parts of Jammu-Kashmir, Ladakh, Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
during the next two days. In East India, these conditions will prevail over
Gangetic West Bengal, Bihar and Jharkhand today.Talking to media, IMD
scientist Dr Soma Sen Roy said, the sudden dip in temperatures in the
North India was due to the western
disturbanceSB<https://x.com/ANI/status/1867520402257596707>
]Meanwhile, the weather agency has said, the predominant surface wind is
likely in Delhi-NCR today and tomorrow. Delhi- NCR region will also witness
smog and mist in the late night hours.
REV JAISHANKAR-PORTUGAL MINISTER

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar held delegation level talks
with Portugal's Foreign Minister Paulo Rangel in New Delhi yesterday.
During the talks, the two leader reviewed the entire spectrum of bilateral
ties including trade and investment, defence, science and technology,
tourism, culture, and people to people ties. They also noted the growing
potential for collaboration in sectors such as IT, startups and innovation,
renewable energy, green hydrogen and migration and mobility of youth,



skilled workers and professionals. Both Ministers also exchanged views on
global and regional developments of mutual interest. They agreed to
continue the existing close cooperation in regional and multilateral fora
including at the United Nations. Our correspondent reports that the
bilateral ties between India and Portugal got a renewed push and
momentum after the meeting of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime
Minister of Portugal Luis Montenegro last month, during the G20 Summit at
Rio in Brazil. The visit of Portugal's Foreign Minister is expected to further
strengthen the bilateral relations between the two countries and give
impetus to the ongoing transformation of this historical relationship to a
forward looking contemporary partnership.

PKM DP-II 14.12.2024
SL-BOND RESTRUCTURING

Sri Lanka has completed its international bond restructuring, marking
a significant milestone in its economic recovery efforts. In a statement, Sri
Lanka’s Ministry of Finance announced that the restructuring involved an
exchange of defaulted International Sovereign Bonds (ISBs) for new
securities that were launched on 25th November. The initiative saw a good
participation, with nearly 98% of outstanding ISBs expected to be
converted.

President Anura Kumara Dissanayake described the development as a
vote of confidence from both international and domestic bondholders.

Sri Lanka had defaulted on its external debt obligations in April 2022
at the peak of the economic crisis. The island nation grappled with a
shortage of essentials which was caused due to a forex crisis making it
difficult to import several essential commodities. With generous assistance
of 4.5 billion dollars from India, and securing of an IMF financing package
of 2.9 billion dollars, the island has made efforts towards recovery. In
addition, the debt restructuring efforts led by the Official Creditor
Committee co chaired by India, France and Japan helped the island to
finalise debt restructuring with moratorium on debt repayments until 2028
and deferred payments until 2042.

<>Dr. Ahmed Muyeen Farooqi/Colombo/Mail/1054



PKM:MK DPP 14.12.2024
BILLS-ONE NATION ONE ELECTION

Two bills related to One Nation, One Election are scheduled to be
introduced in the Lok Sabha on Monday. Union Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal will introduce The Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill and The
Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill in the Lower House.

Recently, the government has accepted the recommendations of
the High Level Committee constituted for exploring the idea of One Nation,
One Election, paving the way for simultaneous elections across the
country. A high-level committee constituted under the chairmanship of
former President Ram Nath Kovind held extensive deliberations with
stakeholders, including political parties and experts. This will be
implemented in two phases. In the first phase, Lok Sabha and Assembly
elections will be held simultaneously, while local bodies elections like
panchayats and municipalities will be conducted within 100 days of general
elections.

<>Parliament Team/mail/1126

PKM DPP 14.12.2024
LS-CONSTITUTION DISCUSSION

The Lok Sabha today resumed special discussion on the glorious
journey of 75 years of the Constitution of India. Speaking during the
discussion, Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju lauded the
contribution of Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar in framing the constitution. He said,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is working with the mantra of Sabka Sath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas and Sabka Prayas in tune with the
constitutional spirit. He said that the country ensured equal rights for
everyone right after Independence. He emphasized that there is no
discrimination against minorities in the country and minorities in India are
getting legal protection. He said, several schemes have been implemented
for the welfare of the six minorities’ communities in the country. He
pointed out that people should be careful about what they say about India
because it affects the country’s global image. Discussion is underway.

<>Parliament Team/mail/1146 hrs.
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RBI-AGRICULTURE LOAN

The Reserve Bank of India has announced an increase in the limit for
collateral-free agricultural loans from 1.6 lakh to 2 lakh rupees. It will be
effective from 1st January next year. In a statement, the Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Ministry said that the aim of the decision is to provide
enhanced financial access to farmers, ensuring they have sufficient
resources to meet their operational and developmental needs. It also
added that this decision acknowledges the impact of inflation and the
increasing cost of agricultural inputs on farmers.

The Ministry also expects that by streamlining loan disbursement, the
initiative will increase the uptake of Kisan Credit Card loans allowing
farmers to invest in agricultural operations.
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