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SWATI MP-1 06.12.2024

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav
at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi today. The three-day festival will
showcase the culture, vibrant textile industry, artisanal crafts, tourism
opportunities and unique products of all the eight North Eastern states.
The festival draws inspiration from the eight Northeastern states,
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Sikkim, and Tripura-collectively known as the Ashtalakshmi. During the
festival, over 250 artisans will display unique handicrafts, handlooms, and



agri-horti products, including 34 GI-tagged items. The event will also host
a Fashion Show, Design Conclave, Buyer-Seller Meet, which will offer a
platform for meaningful collaborations and long-term economic impact. The
biggest attraction will be the Rural Haat Bazaar, showcasing produce and
art from 320 farmers and artisans of the region. The Mahotsav will serve as
a catalyst for economic development, creating new opportunities for
artisans, weavers, and entrepreneurs from the North East region.

<><><>CB/DIPENDRA/0400PM-ASHTALAKSHMI

SWATI MP-1 06.12.2024
CENTRE-ADB

The Centre and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) have signed a 50
million dollar loan agreement for climate-adaptative water harvesting
project in Meghalaya. The loan agreement for the Climate-Adaptative
Community-Based Water-Harvesting Project was signed yesterday by Joint
Secretary in Department of Economic Affairs, Juhi Mukherjee, and Country
Director of ADB’s India Resident Mission, Mio Oka. The project will support
the construction of 532 small water-storage facilities across 12 districts.
These facilities will incorporate climate-resilient designs to capture and
manage heavy rainfall and flash floods during monsoon season. The stored
water shall improve water security during the dry season. Under the
project, three thousand hectares of command area will be developed to
provide reliable irrigation areas for farmers. It will also establish 50
weather stations for gathering and monitoring of climate data, and micro-
irrigation systems in Garo, Jaintia, and Khasi regions. The ADB will help
strengthen the capacity of the Meghalaya State Watershed and Wasteland
Development Agency and the Soil and Water Conservation Department in
water management.

<><><>CB/ANAND/0455
BAIG: SK NP-I
SWATI MP-I 06.12.2024

EXTENDED-VIKSIT BHARAT QUIZ

Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Dr Mansukh Mandaviya
has announced the extension of the date of participation for the ongoing
Viksit Bharat Quiz Challenge till 10th of this month. Earlier the last date
was 5th of December. The youth can visit MY Bharat Platform to participate



in the quiz. The Viksit Bharat Quiz Challenge is open to all youth aged
between 15 to 29 years who can share their ideas for a Viksit Bharat. The
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports encourages the youth of India to take
part in this incredible opportunity and make their voice heard. The winning
participants will present their vision and ideas for Viksit Bharat to the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi on 11th and 12th
January next year. Last month, Dr Mandaviya announced a transformative
reimagining of the National Youth Festival-2025 into the Viksit Bharat
Young Leaders Dialogue" and invited youth to participate in the Viksit
Bharat Quiz Challenge.
<><><>CB/ANAND/0600
BAIG : SUSHMA NP-I 05.12.2024
MAHA. CM WITH V/C

BIP leader Devendra Fadnavis was sworn in today as the Chief
Minister of Maharashtra in a grand ceremony at Mumbai’s Azad Maidan.
Maharashtra Governor C.P. Radhakrishnan administered the oath of office
and secrecy to Mr. Fadnavis. Shiv Sena chief Eknath Shinde and NCP
President Ajit Pawar also took the oath as Deputy Chief Ministers. This
swearing-in follows a historic mandate for the Mahayuti alliance in the
recent assembly elections. More from our Mumbai correspondent:
After taking oath, Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis interacted with the
reporters and said even though roles have reversed in the new
government, the speed and direction of development remains the same.
Stating that a stable government is in the offing for the next five years, Mr.
Fadnavis said the new government will be fully transparent, focussed on
infrastructure development as well as social sector’s welfare. Talking about
cabinet expansion, Mr. Fadnavis said it will be done before the winter
session of assembly. Earlier in the evening, the grand ceremony was
attended by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Ministers Amit Shah,
Rajnath Singh, Nitin Gadkari and Piyush Goyal along with Chief Ministers
and Deputy Chief Ministers of NDA-ruled states. Besides these political
heavyweights, numerous celebrities from Bollywood including Salman
Khan, Shah Rukh Khan and Madhuri Dixit, industrialists Kumar Mangalam
Birla and Mukesh Ambani and cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar were also in
attendance for the grand ceremony. With Nisha Raney, this is Ankita Apte,
Akashwani News, Mumbai.
<><>C PRARTHNA/ NISHA MOHAN RANEY/ MUMBAI/MAIL/2254 HRS.
BAIG::SUSHMA NP-I 05.12.2024



PM- MAHA CM (MUMBAI METRO)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has extended his congratulations to
BIP leader Devendra Fadnavis on taking oath as Maharashtra's Chief
Minister. In a message on X, Mr. Modi has also congratulated Mr. Eknath
Shinde and Mr. Ajit Pawar on taking oath as the Deputy Chief Ministers of
the state. Mr. Modi said this team is a blend of experience and dynamism,
whose collective efforts ensured that the Mahayuti got a historic mandate.
Assuring all possible support from the Centre in furthering Maharashtra’s
development, PM Modi hoped that this team will do everything possible to
fulfil the aspirations of the people of the state and to ensure there is good
governance.
<><>C PRARTHNA/NISHA/MUMBAI/MAIL/2256 HRS

SWATI MP-II 06.12.2024

CRICKET-BGT TEST

In Men's Cricket, the second Test match of the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy between India and Australia will begin this morning at Adelaide
Oval. The match is scheduled to start at 9:30 AM Indian Standard Time.
The contest will be a day-night encounter, played with the pink ball. The
visitors, leading the series 1-nil after their convincing win in the first Test in
Perth, will be looking to extend their dominance. Meanwhile, Australia,
eager to bounce back, will be hoping to level the series. The hosts
announced their starting lineup for the match yesterday, with pacer Scott
Boland replacing the injured Josh Hazlewood. For India, skipper Rohit
Sharma and batter Shubman Gill are expected to return to the playing 11.

With their commanding victory in the first match, India climbed to
the top of the ICC World Test Championship (WTC) standings, displacing
Australia. With five teams still in contention for the WTC final, scheduled to
be played at Lord's cricket ground next year in June, India must beat
Australia convincingly in the series to secure a finals spot without relying
on the results of other teams.
<><><>MANIK/NET/0440 HRS
SWATI MP-II 06.12.2024

CRICKET-U-19 ASIA CUP
In Cricket, India will face Sri Lanka in the semi-final of Men's Under-
19 Asia Cup ODI at Sharjah today. The match is scheduled to start at 10:30



AM Indian Standard Time. In the other semi-final, Pakistan will take on
Bangladesh at Dubai today. India qualified for the semi-finals after winning
their last Group A match against the hosts, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), by 10 wickets. India finished second in their group with victories
against Japan and UAE, while their sole loss came against Pakistan in the
opening match.

<><><>MANIK/NET/0437 HRS

US EARTHQUAKE

A powerful 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck off the coast of northern
California, according to the US Geological Survey. The earthquake, which
hit around mid-morning local time, about 12:30 AM Indian Time today,
occurred about 68 km off the coastal town of Ferndale, causing strong
ground shakes for locals. Multiple aftershocks have been reported since the
initial tremor. A tsunami warning was issued for northern California and
southern Oregon. However, Tsunami warning was late canceled as no
significant threat materialized.



