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SHUKLA MP-I 24.12.2024
PM-SHYAM BENEGAL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed grief on the demise of
renowned filmmaker Shyam Benegal. In a social media post, Mr. Modi
praised the filmmaker’s storytelling, saying that it had a profound impact
on Indian cinema. He also said that Mr. Benegal’s works will continue to be
admired by people from different walks of life.
<><><>SUMIT/0812
SINGHAL DP-I 24.12.2024
CENTRE GRANTS - UP & AP

The Central Government has released the 15th Finance Commission



grants of over two thousand crore rupees for Uttar Pradesh and Andhra
Pradesh for rural development. The Ministry of Panchayati Raj said, more
than one thousand 598 crore rupees has been released for Uttar Pradesh
and over 446 crore rupees for Andhra Pradesh. The grants will be utilized
by Panchayati Raj Institutions and Rural Local Bodies for location specific
needs. The Ministry said, the government is providing grants directly to
Panchayati Raj Institutions and Rural Local Bodies to transform the
landscape of rural local governance. Aligned with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s transformative vision of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas,
Sabka Prayas, this initiative is catalyzing inclusive growth while deepening
democratic participation at the grassroots.
<><>DIPENDRA/1135

SINGHAL DP-I 24.12.2024
VAISHNAW - SMARTPHONE

Electronics and IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that the export
value of Smartphones has crossed one lakh crore rupees in the first eight
months of the current financial year. In a social media post, Mr Vaishnaw
said that the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme has led to the
growth of smartphone exports in the country by 45 percent as compared to
last year. He also said that the government has set a target to increase the
export of smartphones to reach one lakh 70 thousand crore rupees in the
current fiscal year. The PLI Scheme in the smartphone sector has created
over three lakh direct and six lakh indirect jobs.

<><>SUMIT/DIPENDRA/1059

SINGHAL:: KAMINI DP-1 24.12.2024
PUDUCHERRY-BSNL NETWORK

Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) has unveiled new initiatives to
improve its services in Puducherry, including plans to install 100 additional
towers for uninterrupted connectivity. Emphasizing its commitment to
affordable services, BSNL Chairman and Managing Director Robert Ravi
Gerard announced that the company has no plans to increase mobile
service tariffs. He addded that this approach has resulted in 20,000 new
connections for BSNL in the past three months, bringing the total number
of BSNL wusers in Puducherry to 75,000. Speaking at an event in
Vambupattu village, Mr. Gerard launched several new services of BSNL
including free internet TV, National Wi-Fi roaming, and Fiber Internet TV.
BSNL TV now offers over 400 live TV channels, along with free access to
movies, web series, and documentaries through an OTT Play feature. Wi-Fi



connectivity has also been extended to five villages in Puducherry,
including Mannadipattu and Vambupattu, enhancing digital accessibility in
rural areas. Puducherry currently has 130 BSNL towers, and the planned
addition of 100 towers will significantly enhance network reliability and
coverage. BSNL CMD also informed that the company has introduced 4G
services with capabilities for future 5G upgrades in Puducherry.

<><><>Bibin S Nath, Puducherry, MAIL/1031 HRS
SINGHAL DP-I 24.12.2024
IMD-FORECASTING

The Weather forecasting accuracy of India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has increased by 40 to 50 percent in the last ten years.
Talking to the media, Director General of IMD Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said
that the accuracy of heavy rainfall has also increased from 60 percent to 80
percent. Highlighting the infrastructural growth of the IMD, Mr Mohapatra
said when the weather agency started, they had 80 observation stations,
but today they have 550 departmental observatories, two thousand
automatic weather stations, and Doppler radars in 39 places. He also noted
that 34 more radars will be set up by 2026. Mr Mohapatra said that these
observational augmentations will increase the weather forecast accuracy by
10 to 15 percent in the next 5 year.SAKLEN/1123

SINGHAL DP-II 24.12.2024
DAY. WOMEN'S CRICKET

In Women's Cricket, India will take on the West Indies in the second
ODI of the three-match ICC Championship series at Kotambi Stadium in
Vadodara this afternoon. The match is schedule to begin at 1:30 PM.
Earlier, India defeated the visitors by 211 runs in the first ODI played at
the same venue on Sunday. This was India's second-biggest victory in
Women's ODIs. Batting first, India put up a huge total of 314 for nine in 50
overs. The bowlers then bundled out the West Indies for just 103 runs in
26.2 overs. For India, Renuka Singh Thakur claimed her maiden five
wickets haul and earned the Player of the Match award. While Co-skipper
Smriti Mandhana shone with the bat, scoring 91 runs. Mandhana has been
in outstanding form, scoring a century and four consecutive fifties in her
last five innings across formats. The Hosts aims to maintain its momentum
after winning T20 International series, 2-1 against the West Indies in Navi
Mumbai. <><><> VISHNU/NET/1027 HRS



