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PKM DP-1 21.12.2024
PM- KUWAIT DEPARTURE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has embarked for a two-day visit to
Kuwait this morning. He is visiting Kuwait on invitation of Sheikh Meshal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Amir of the State of Kuwait. This is the first
visit of an Indian Prime Minister to Kuwait in 43 years. In his departure
statement, the Prime Minister said that India deeply values the historical
connection with Kuwait that has been nurtured over generations. He added
that both nations are not just strong trade and energy partners, but also
have shared interest in peace, security, stability and prosperity in the West
Asia region. Mr. Modi said that he looks forward to his meetings with the
Crown Prince of Kuwait. It would be an opportunity to chalk out a roadmap
for a futuristic partnership for the benefit of our people and the region. The
Prime Minister said that he is eagerly looking forward to meeting the Indian
diaspora in Kuwait who have immensely contributed to strengthening the
bonds of friendship between the two nations. Prime Minister Modi has
expressed gratitude to the leadership of Kuwait for the special gesture of
inviting him to the inauguration ceremony of the Arabian Gulf Cup, a
premier sporting event in the Gulf region. Mr. Modi said that he looks
forward to being a part of this celebration of athletic excellence and



regional unity. The Prime Minister also expressed confidence that this visit
will further strengthen and reinforce the special ties and bonds of
friendship between the people of India and Kuwait.
<><>RAHISUDDIEN/0949

PKM DP-II 21.12.2024

WORLD MEDITATION DAY

First-ever World Meditation Day is being observed today, marking a global
initiative to promote well-being, peace and mindfulness across nations. The
day highlights the practice's universal potential to address contemporary
global challenges, including stress, violence, and societal discord. Recently
the United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution,
co-sponsored by India, to designate 21st of December as World Meditation
Day. This historic event marks the beginning of an annual global
celebration of this age-old practice, revered for its benefits to both physical
and mental health, and overall well-being.

To commemorate the occasion, Permanent Mission of India to the
United Nations organised an event at the United Nations headquarters in
New York today. It was hosted by Permanent Representative of India to
the United Nations, Parvathaneni Harish. The event featured a live, global
meditation session guided by renowned spiritual leader Gurudev Sri Sri
Ravi Shankar. The theme of the event was "Meditation for Global Peace
and Harmony. Lakhs of people participated in the session, which also
commemorated the Winter Solstice, a moment of renewal and
introspection. The initiative aimed to promote meditation as a way to
enhance mental well-being and global peace. President of the 79th session
of the United Nations General Assembly, and former Prime Minister of
Cameroon Philemon Yang and Under-Secretary-General for Operational
Support, Atul Khare also attended the event.
<><><>SWATI/NET/0959
SWATI::AARTI MP-I 21.12.2024

GST MEETING-JAISALMER

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will chair the 55th GST
Council meeting at Jaisalmer in Rajasthan today. The discussions at the
meeting will focus on key issues related to goods and services tax. Chief
Ministers of Goa, Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, Meghalaya and Odisha,



Deputy Chief Ministers of Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Telangana and Finance Ministers of several States and
Union Territories will take part in the meeting. Our correspondent reports
all preparations are in place for the meeting:

V/C- JITENDRA
The GST council is expected to deliberate taxability issues

concerning food delivery services and health insurance, as well as
potential changes to GST slabs and rate rationalisation. The
Council is expected to discuss reducing the GST rates on life and
health insurance premiums. The council is also likely to hold
discussion on the issue of raising tax rates on high-end wrist
watches, shoes and apparel. Besides, the council may deliberate
on bringing aviation turbine fuel under GST . The Finance Minister

will hold a press conference regarding the decisions of the GST
Council following the conclusion of the meeting. The GST Council

meeting is being held in Jaisalmer, famously known as the Golden
City, for the first time. The entire city has been beautifully

decorated for the event. Jitendra Dwivedi, Akashwani News,
Jaipur. <><><>

JITENDRA DWIVEDI/JAIPUR/MAIL/0545 HRS
SWATI MP-1 21.12.2024

SHAH-NEC PLENARY SESSION

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will chair the 72nd plenary meeting
of the North East Council (NEC) at Agartala in Tripura today. The plenary
session will also be attended Union Minister for Development of North
Eastern Region, Jyotiraditya Scindia, along with Union Minister of State for
Development of North Eastern Region Dr. Sukanta Majumdar. Governors
and Chief Ministers from all North Eastern States will be present at the
meeting. The NEC meeting began yesterday with the opening of a pre-
plenary technical session. Upon arriving in Agartala last evening, Mr.
Jyotiraditya Scindia told reporters that the NEC meeting will lay a new
foundation for the rapid growth of the North East region. He emphasized
that, in the near future, the region will experience fast-paced development,
a vision set by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The Minister explained that



the plenary session will focus on the NEC's activities over the past year and
address the aspirations of the states in the region. He also mentioned that
the Union Home Minister would chair a banking summit aimed at
revitalizing the economy in the North East. The summit will see the
participation of the heads of all government undertakings and private
banks. Additionally, a thorough analysis will be conducted on the record
number of bank branches in the region.
CB/KUNAL SHINDE/AGARTALA/0522
PKM DP-I 21.12.2024
PM- RANN UTSAV

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has lauded the Rann Utsav is being
organised at Dhordo in Kutch, Gujarat. In a social media post, the Prime
Minister emphasized that this festival is a symbol of the tradition, Culture
and heritage of Kutch, which captivate everyone. He added that the festival
provides an unforgettable lifetime experience to visitors, through its
wonderful craft market, cultural programs and food tradition. The Prime
Minister urged people to definitely visit Rann Utsav once in a lifetime with
family.
<><>RAHISUDDIEN/1041
PKM: JAIRA] DP-1 21.12.2024

JAIPIR- ACCIDENT

The death toll in the Jaipur gas tanker accident has risen to 14, while
27 injured persons are being treated at the SMS hospital, out of those
some are critical. Superintendent of the SMS hospital Dr Sushil Bhati told
that six injured are currently on ventilators. District Collector of Jaipur,
Jitendra Kumar Soni has formed a Joint Investigation Committee to
investigate the incident. This committee will investigate all aspects of the
incident and submit its report. The incident took place yesterday morning
on the Jaipur-Ajmer highway in Bhankrota area. Police Commissioner of
Jaipur Biju George Joseph said that 40 vehicles were destroyed in the
explosion and fire in the LPG tanker. A pipe factory on the side of the
highway also burned down. Rescue operations had to face a lot of trouble
due to the gas spreading after the explosion. After the incident, as a
precaution, power supply remained suspended in the entire area
throughout the da
JITENDRA DWIVEDI/RAJASTHAN/MAIL/0953 HRS.



SWATI::AARTI MP-1 21.12.2024
IMD- COLDWAVE

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast severe cold
wave conditions over Jammu-Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh during the
next five days. The IMD said that these conditions will also prevail over
Punjab and Rajasthan till Monday. The weather agency has forecast dense
fog conditions during late night and early morning hours in isolated pockets
of Himachal Pradesh, East Rajasthan and Jharkhand till tomorrow. The
Weather agency said, in Delhi-NCR, smog and shallow fog is likely during
evening and night hours for the next two days. A rise in minimum
temperatures by 2 to 3 degrees Celsius over Central India is likely during
the next 4 days. Meanwhile, Delhi-NCR region witnessed a thin layer of fog
this morning.

<><>RAHISUDDIEN/0715

PKM MP-II 21.12.2024
SQUASH - WESTERN INDIA

In Squash, India's Veer Chotrani will take on Ameeshenraj Chandaran
of Malaysia in the Men's singles Semifinals of the Western India Slam in
Mumbai this evening. Veer, seeded sixth, defeated Yassin Shohdy of Egypt,
11-6, 11-2, 11-5, in the quarterfinal yesterday. In women's singles, two-
time champion, India's Anahat Singh, and the top seed Akanksha Salunkhe
have also entered the semifinals. Anahat defeated compatriot Anjali
Semwal, seeded eighth, 11-3, 11-7, 11-7 in the quarterfinal. Akanksha
progressed to the last four, by defeating Sze Wing Wai of Hong Kong, 11-
5, 11-4, 11-3. Anahat will next take on Nour Khafagy of Egypt, while
Akanksha will lock horns with another Egyptian, Jana Swaify in the
semifinals this evening.
<><><> VISHNU/NET/1134 HRS



