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ASSEMBLY DEBTS:
The Telangana Legislative Assembly withessed heated exchanges between

treasury and the Opposition benches over mounting debts of the State. Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka and former Finance Minister Harish Rao sparred over
fiscal management of Congress government's first year in power. While Bhatti
Vikramarka claimed that State government raised loans of around 51,277 crore rupees,
Harish Rao countered that State debts as on today escalated to a whopping 1.27 lakh
crore rupees, including both guaranteed and non-guaranteed loans. The row began
during Question Hour when Bhatti Vikramarka informed the House that in the first year
after coming to power till November 30 this year, the Congress government obtained
52,118 crore rupees under Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management(FRBM),

61,991 crore rupees under non-FRBM loans while another 10,099 crore rupees loans



without guarantees. Harish Rao countered with a detailed breakdown. Harish Rao said
if this trend continues, Telangana’s debt will surge to 6.36 lakh crore rupees in
Congress government’s five-year term,” he warned. He also dismissed Congress’s
claim that 6.71 lakh crore rupees was borrowed during the BRS regime. The Congress
presented a white paper to mislead the public. Despite obtaining record loans and
enjoying robust revenue, pending bills remain unpaid, and no new schemes have been
launched,” he said. Harish Rao condemned the attempts to inflate the debts obtained
under the previous BRS regime to blame it for the Congress government's
shortcomings. He demanded for a short discussion on the fiscal condition of Telangana
and its debts. However, the Deputy Chief Minister denied the claim and blamed the
BRS over fiscal mismanagement. He claimed that Harish Rao was misleading the
House and making an issue out of nothing. A heated argument ensued between Bhatti
Vikramarka and the BRS legislators including Harish Rao and Vemula Prashanth
Reddy, with the latter pointing out that despite the mammoth loan and increased State
revenue, numerous bill payments were pending and no new scheme was launched by
the Congress government. BJP MLA Maheshwar Reddy also questioned the State’s
fiscal prudence, noting that loans had exceeded the FRBM limit for the current fiscal.
29 T & U:29 MID-DAY

SEETHAKKA :
State Panchayat Raj, Rural Development Minister Dansari Anasuya Seethakka

announced in the Council today that the Congress government has provided 3.21 lakh tap
connections since assuming office. Responding to questions raised during the session, Minister
Seethakka stated that 53.98 lakh households in the State were receiving 100 per cent drinking
water coverage until 2021. However, a survey conducted in rural areas in June and July revealed
that 4.49 lakh households lacked tap water connections and added efforts are ongoing to address
this gap,” the minister assured. She also pointed out significant shortcomings in the Mission
Bhagiratha scheme and said many remote villages and hamlets do not receive water under the
program leading to a lack of faith in Mission Bhagiratha water. She said government is
conducting a special drive to rebuild this trust. Replying to another question on fee
reimbursement arrears, Minister Seethakka said pending fee arrears accumulated significantly
over the years and the government owed a total of 5,197 crore rupees to college managements
and added efforts are underway to clear the dues. 14 DESK
PRESIDENT:




President Droupadi Murmu arrived in Hyderabad on a five-day southern sojourn.
Telangana Governor Jishnu Dev Varma, Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, his Cabinet colleague
Minister Dansari Anasuya Seethakka and senior officials received her at Hakimpet Air Force
Station this evening. She will reach the Rashtrapati Nilayam at Bolarum in Secunderabad by
road and will stay there till December 21. The President participated in the convocation
ceremony of AIIMS, Mangalagiri in Andhra Pradesh earlier in the day. The President will
inaugurate/lay the foundation stone of various initiatives at Rashtrapati Nilayam, Bolarum
tomorrow. On December 20, the President will present the President’s Colours to the College of
Defence Management in Secunderabad. On the same evening, she will host an ‘At Home
Reception’ at Rashtrapati Nilayam for the dignitaries of the State, leading citizens and
academics. The state government has made elaborate arrangements for the President’s visit to
Telangana. 12 T&U:55 SDP

WEATHER :

The minimum temperature of 6.2 degrees Celsius was recorded at Adilabad in
Telangana yesterday night, the Meteorological Centre said today. In a daily weather report the
MET office said that mist or hazy conditions are very likely to prevail in isolated districts of the
State in the morning hours during the next seven days. Minimum temperatures are very likely to
be below normal by 2-4 degrees Celsius at isolated places in the State during the next 2 days.
Cold wave conditions prevailed at isolated places in Adilabad, Medak, and Sangareddy districts
of the State during the last 24 hours, the report added. 08 PN
ONE NATION ONE ELECTION :

The bills related to One Nation One Election have been introduced in the Lok Sabha today.

Opposition sought division of votes as Union Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal moved the
motion to introduce the Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty Ninth Amendment) Bill 2024
and The Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill 2024 in the House. 269 members have voted
in favour of the introduction of the bill and 198 against it. Opposition parties including
Congress, TMC, Samajwadi Party, DMK, Shiv Sena (UBT), CPI (M) and others opposed the
introduction of the Bills terming it an attack on basic structure of the constitution. They
demanded to send the Bills to the Joint Parliamentary Committee for further scrutiny. Meghwal
rejected the opposition parties' allegations saying that these bills are not against basic structure of
the Constitution. He proposed to send these Bills to the Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC).
12 NSD

PONGULETI:
State Revenue Minister Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy has announced that the

government has decided to rectify the lapses in the reorganization of the districts by

previous BRS government as it is resulting in severe inconvenience to the



administration. The Minister refuted the charge that Congress government was
contemplating to take up re-organisation of the districts afresh. Replying to a query
during the Question Hour in Assembly today, the minister clarified that there won'’t be
any change in 33 districts. Responding to requests by the members, Srinivas Reddy
said the Government proposed to create 11 new revenue divisions of which preliminary
notification was issued in respect of four. Proposals for new revenue divisions were
asked from the collectors of six districts while one proposal that was already received
was under examination. 11 T &U:86 MID-DAY

HYDRAA :
Hydraa Commissioner AV Ranganath today said the constructions that came up from its

inception from July 2024 within the FTL limits at Kamunicheruvu in Moosapet in Hyderabad
would be demolished completely. Following complaints from locals that the lake is being
encroached, Hydraa and HMDA officials inspected it. He asked encroachers not to dump debris
and construction material in the lake as part of their efforts to encroach it or else stern action
would be taken against them. He said buildings constructed after Hydraa was formed in July and

the structures that came up in the limits of FTL and those without permission from departments

concerned would be demolished. 08 94 DESK
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