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SHUKLA MP-I

18.11.2024
DELHI-POLLUTION

The air quality in the Delhi-NCR region has deteriorated further,
breaching the severe-plus level with an average Air Quality Index (AQI) of



483 as of 7 AM today. According to the Central Pollution Control Board, the
AQI at Delhi's Bawana station was recorded at 495, while IGI Airport and
Punjabi Bagh both recorded 494, Anand Vihar at 487, Wazirpur at 485, and
Shadipur at 475.

Shallow to moderate fog was observed during the early morning
hours today in different parts of the national capital. The India
Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast that Delhi and NCR are
likely to experience smog and shallow fog during the night and morning
hours over the next two days.
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SHUKLA MP-I 18.11.2024
DD DG PASSED AWAY

Senior Indian Information Service officer and former Press Secretary
to late President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, S M Khan has passed away. He was
67. He breathed his last at a private hospital in New Delhi after a brief
illness. A 1982 batch IIS officer, S M Khan had also served as Director
General of DD (News). He also had a long and distinguished career in Press
Information Bureau, RNI and other media wings of Information and
Broadcasting Ministry as well as in the Central Bureau of Investigation.

CB/DIWAKER/MAIL/0647
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AYUSHMAN HEALTH CARD

The newly launched Ayushman Vay Vandana Card has achieved a
significant milestone by enrolling more than 10 lakh senior citizens aged 70
and above. This card enables elderly citizens to access free healthcare
benefits under the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(AB PM-JAY). The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare said that this
milestone was achieved within three weeks of its launch by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on 29" of October.

Nearly 4 lakh of the enrolments under the Ayushman Vay Vandana
Card have been made by women. Since the launch, treatments worth over
9 crore rupees have been authorized, benefiting more than 4,800 senior
citizens aged 70 and above, including over 1,400 women. These
treatments cover a range of conditions, including coronary angioplasty, hip
fractures and replacement, gallbladder removal, cataract surgery, prostate
resection, and stroke, among others.

A significant expansion of PM-JAY was approved by the Union
Cabinet in September of this year, which promises transformative health
insurance coverage for senior citizens aged 70 and above. This move aims
to extend benefits to approximately 6 crore senior citizens across 4.5 crore
families. Under this expansion, it was announced that all senior citizens in
this age group will receive a new, distinct card under AB PM-JAY to access
the scheme's benefits.

The Vay Vandana Card will grant eligible seniors exclusive access to
free health treatment in hospitals. This card is universal, with no income
limit-whether poor, middle class, or upper class. This card will also ensure
that the out-of-pocket expenditure for the elderly at home be reduced to a
great extent.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India has stepped out of
its comfort zone, embracing innovation and creating new pathways for
progress, which have become hallmarks of its identity. Addressing the
Indian diaspora in the Nigerian capital Abuja, Mr Modi said that India has
embarked on a new journey, and the goal is - to build a 'Viksit Bharat'.
Highlighting the achievements of his government, Prime Minister said that
India has more than 1.5 lakh registered Startups. He said, in the last
decade, more than 100 Unicorns have been built which is proof of the
success of India's startup culture. Mr Modi said India has added 2 trillion
US Dollars to its GDP in the last decade. He said the world is praising India
for its progress in the Space industry. Prime Minister said, India has
decided that soon Indians will be sent to space through our own
Gaganyaan. He said India is also going to build its space station in the
space. Prime Minister said that India’s defence exports have increased
almost 30 times. Mr Modi praised the Indian community in Nigeria and said
that many Indian companies are strengthening the African country's
economy. The Prime Minister said that India has emerged as a new hope
for the world, embodying growth, peace, prosperity, and democracy. He
said that whenever a challenge arises anywhere in the world, India rises as
the first responder to extend its support, acting as a Vishwa Bandhu, or a
global friend. Mr Modi said during the chaos of the COVID-19 pandemic,
when countries around the world were in desperate need of vaccines, India
took the initiative to provide vaccines to as many nations as possible. He
said, in the past years, India has made every possible effort to raise the
voice of Africa on global platforms. Mr Modi also thanked Nigerian
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu for conferring him the National Award,
saying he accepted the honour with great humility. He added that this is an
honour which is not only for him but also for all Indians.

Various Sources/0722

SHUKLA :: HK MP-I 18.11.2024
MAHARASHTRA CAMPAIGNING

Today is the last day of campaigning for the Maharashtra Assembly
elections. Leaders of various parties are making all out efforts to gain
support of the voters. Polling in the state is scheduled on 20 November and
the counting of votes will be held on 23rd November. More from our
correspondent:



(V/C-PRARTHNA)

"Union Minister and Bharatiya Janata Party leader Amit Shah
is expected to address a rally in Navi Mumbai today. Union

Minister Nitin Gadkari will be campaigning in Gondia and Nagpur.
BJP President J P Nadda will be addressing public meetings in
Thane, Solapur and Ahmednagqgar.

On the other hand, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi will be
addressing media persons in Mumbai today. NCP(SP) chief
Sharad Pawar will be campaigning in favour of MVA candidates in

Pune and Ahmednagar. NCP(SP) leader Supriya Sule will be
campaigning in Solapur and Pune. PRARTHNA, AKASHVANI NEWS,

MUMBAL "

PRARTHNA/MUMBAI/MAIL/0739

REV. PM - G20: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend the G20 Summit in
Brazilian city of Rio De Janeiro today. Mr Modi is also expected to hold separate
meetings with world leaders on the sidelines of the summit. Mr Modi, US
President Joe Biden and Chinese President Xi Jinping will be among the leaders
who will attend the G20 summit in Rio de Janeiro today and tomorrow. Prime
Minister Modi arrived in Brazil this morning on the second leg of his 3-nation
visit. India is part of the G20 Troika along with Brazil and South Africa and has
been actively contributing to the ongoing G20 Summit discussions. During the
event, Prime Minister Modi will present India’s positions on various global issues
and build on the outcomes of the G20 New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration, as well as
the Voice of the Global South Summits hosted by India in recent years. The
theme for this year's G20 Summit is ‘Building a Just World and a Sustainable
Planet’ where Brazil would prioritise the issues of social inclusion, poverty,
sustainable development and reform of global governance institutions. This
summit is significant as it would carry on from the priorities laid out by India last
year. In September last year, India hosted the successful G20 Summit in New
Delhi, where it scored a major diplomatic victory by convincing world leaders on
a common ground to include the Russia-Ukraine war in the New Delhi
Declaration. As the chair, India also brought the African Union into the G20 bloc
in @ major push towards voicing the priorities of the Global South on a global
stage.

JHARKHAND-CAMPAIGNING: The election campaign has reached its final
stage in Jharkhand as the state is fully geared for the second and final phase of
polling on the 20th of this month. Today, on the last day of campaigning,



political heavyweight from various political parties will make a final push to woo
the voters. More from our correspondent:

"The high-pitched election campaign will come to an end in Jharkhand today. In
the second and final phase of the State assembly election, political parties will
make their last ditch to attract the voters in 38 constituencies of Santhal and
Koyalanchal regions. In this phase, several high profile seats will go to polls,
including Dumka, Shikaripada, Deoghar, and Litipara. On the last day of the
election campaign, Senior JMM leader and Chief Minister Hemant Soren will
address election rallies in Sahebganj, Godda, Dumka, Deoghar and Ranchi.
While, BIP leader and Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh Yogi Adityanath will try to
woo the voters in Sahebganj, Jamtara, Deoghar. State BJP President Babulal
Marandi will address election rallies in Borio constituency. Union Minister Shivraj
Singh Chauhan will do road show and address election rallies in Barhait,
Dhanbad, and Bokaro. Senior RID leader Tejaswi Yadav will campaign in favor of
INDIA bloc and AJSU President Sudesh Kumar Mahto in favor of the NDA
alliance. With KK Lal, Bhupendra Singh for Akashwani News, Ranchi."

Union Home Minister Amit: Shah reviewed the security situation in Manipur in
a meeting with senior officials in New Delhi today. According to the sources, he
will also hold a detailed meeting over the issue tomorrow. Yesterday, the Home
Ministry said that the security forces have been directed to take necessary steps
to restore order and peace in Manipur. The security situation in the state has
remained fragile for the past few days. The Ministry stated in a statement that
armed miscreants from both communities in conflict have been indulging in
violence, leading to loss of life and disruption of public order. It said strict action
will be taken against anyone attempting to indulge in violent or disruptive
activities. Important cases have been handed over to the NIA for effective
investigation. The public has been urged to maintain peace, refrain from
believing rumours, and cooperate with security forces to maintain law and order
in the state.

BADRINATH DHAM CLOSED: The doors of Shri Badrinath Dham located in
Uttarakhand's Chamoli district have been closed for winter today at 9:07 PM. On
the occasion of closing of the doors of Badrinath Dham, Badrinath temple was
decorated with 15 quintals of marigold flowers. The entir999e Badrinath Dham
reverberated with the devotional tunes of the Garhwal Scout band in the Singh
Dwar complex of the Dham. Earlier in the day, the Chamoli District Magistrate
Sandeep Tiwari visited the Badrinath Dham to review the arrangements for the
closure of the temple. The DM visited Badrinath like other devotees. Along with



this, he praised the 'environmental' friends, police force, ITBP, and temple
committee officers and employees in the premises of Badrinath temple who
remained engaged in the security arrangements of the devotees during the
entire journey. The doors were closed with Vedic rituals and religious traditions
amidst the chanting of Om Namah Shivay, Jai Baba Kedar, and the devotional
tunes of the Indian Army band.



