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DRDO

Defence Research and Development Organisation, DRDO has conducted a
successful flight-trial of India’s first long-range hypersonic missile from Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam Island off the coast of Odisha yesterday. This hypersonic
missile is designed to carry various payloads for ranges greater than 1,500
kms for the Armed Forces. In a social media post, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh described the flight-trial as a historic achievement which has put
India in the group of select nations having capabilities of such critical and
advanced military technologies. He congratulated DRDO, Armed Forces and
the industry for the successful flight trial.

Our correspondent reports that the missile was tracked by various
range systems, deployed in multiple domains. The flight data obtained
from down range ship stations confirmed the successful terminal
maneuvers and impact with high degree of accuracy.
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US-ARTEFACTS RETURN
In a significant move to repatriate cultural heritage, the United States
announced the return of over 1,400 looted artefacts valued at 10 million



dollars to India. The items, part of an ongoing initiative to restore stolen
art to South and Southeast Asia, include pieces recently displayed at New
York's Metropolitan Museum of Art. Among the returned treasures is a
sandstone sculpture of a celestial dancer, illicitly transported from central
India to London before being sold to a Met patron and subsequently
donated to the museum.

Manhattan District Attorney's Office revealed the recovery was the
result of "several ongoing investigations" targeting looting networks,
including those run by convicted art traffickers Nancy Wiener and Subhash
Kapoor. Kapoor, a former antiquities dealer, was sentenced to 10 years in
prison for managing a multimillion-dollar looting operation through his New
York gallery. After his arrest in Germany in 2011, Kapoor was extradited to
India, where he awaits further legal proceedings and extradition to the US.

According to the several media sources, William Walker, a special
agent with Homeland Security Investigations in New York, described the
event as a milestone in the multiyear international effort to dismantle
Kapoor's vast network.

A formal handover ceremony took place at the Indian consulate in
New York, underscoring the strengthened cultural ties between the two
nations.

This development follows the US-India agreement signed in July to
combat illegal trading of cultural property and expedite the return of stolen
artefacts. Just two months earlier, the US had returned 297 artefacts to
India, spanning 4,000 years from 2000 BCE to 1900 CE. These items
originated from across India, with many terracotta pieces from Eastern
India, alongside stone, metal, wood, and ivory artefacts.

The Ministry of External Affairs noted that since 2016, the US has
repatriated 578 cultural items to India, the largest number returned by any
single country. Notable instances include the return of 10 antiquities during
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's US visit in 2016, 157 in 2021, and 105 in
2022. The restitution of these artefacts reflects a growing emphasis on
cultural cooperation between India and the US, marking a positive chapter
in the preservation of global heritage.
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Union Minister of State for Science & Technology Dr Jitendra Singh
yesterday inaugurated two day "CSIR HealthCare Theme Conclave" at
Sher-e- Kashmir International Convention Centre (SKICC), in Srinagar

The conclave is being organized under the "One Week One Theme
(OWOT)" Campaign of Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR),
with the prime focus on fostering innovation and startup ecosystem in the
HealthCare Sector.

During his inaugural address, Dr. Jitendra Singh mentioned how the
country has come a long way from only few hundred startups in 2014 to
several thousand now, with many success stories. He said that some of
these companies with humble beginnings now provide employment to
hundreds of people and sell their products and services not only in India
but abroad as well.

He mentioned India's rise in the Global Innovation Index from 81 to
40, recognizing the youth's potential, unlocked through policies introduced
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi's leadership since 2014.

Dr Singh said that there is a greater need for supporting deep-tech
startup in the HealthCare sector to become Atma Nirbhar and achieve the
target of Viksit Bharat 2047. He added that towards this end the Modi
Government 3.0 has brought the BioE3 policy and allocated Rs. 1,000
crores for startups and Rs. 2,600 cr for industrial hubs.

Dr. Jitendra Singh emphasized the rapid growth of the startup
ecosystem in Jammu & Kashmir, which has expanded from 30 to over 350
startups in the past five years.

On the occasion, J&K Science & Technology Minister Satish Sharma
said that his government is committed to provide all the support to youth
who wish to setup their own companies, as this will also provide much
needed employment opportunities in the UT.

The One Week One Theme (OWOT) Campaign i the brainchild of Dr
Jitendra Singh, aimed at creating awareness about the scientific and
technological progress made by CSIR Labs, for improving engagement
among stakeholders such as MSMEs, Startups, scientists and researchers to
foster collaboration and provide new avenues employment. Many startups
participated in the event.
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In Maharashtra, campaigning for assembly elections has reached its
peak as only two days have been left for canvassing to end. Leaders of
various political parties are criss-crossing the state to woo the voters. More
from our correspondent:

VC- PRARTHNA

Union Minister and senior Bharatiya Janata Party leader Amit
Shah is going to address rallies in Gadchiroli, Wardha and Nagpur.
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari will address public meetings in
Nashik, Ahilyanagar and Mumbai. NCP President Ajit Pawar will be
canvassing in Ahilyanagar. Pune, Satara and Kolhapur.

On the other hand, Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge
will be campaigning in Nagpur, Kolhapur and Sangli. Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi will be addressing a public meeting in
Gadchiroli and will hold a road show in Nagpur. NCP(SP)
President Sharad Pawar will be campaiqning in different
constituencies in Pune and Raigad. Shiv Sena (UBT) President

Uddhav Thackeray will be canvassing in Palghar and Satara.
Prarthna, Akashvani News, Mumbai.

In order to encourage the voters' to exercise their franchise on 20th
of November, the election commission is making efforts through SVEEP to
create awareness about importance of voting. We have more from our
correspondent:

V/C- KUNAL SHINDE

From welcoming the polling party by drawing rangoli to bride and
groom holding flex appealing voters to exercise their right to
franchise and felicitating the villages, firms and housing societies
for recording 75 per cent voting. These are some of the
forthcoming initiatives being witnessed this election season. It
was a pleasant surprise for the polling party to see a rangoli
drawn outside the residence of Vasundhara Krishnarao Dange in




Ghulewadi in Sangamner taluka of Ahilyanagar district. The
polling party had reached the residence of this 88 year old woman
for the home voting facility. The ingenious method devised by the
district magistrate of Ahilyanagar is also becoming a talk of the
town as villagers, firms and housing societies will be feted if they
set a record of ensuring more than 75 per cent voting. With this
the villages, housing societies and firms will be called the
architect of democracy. Holding a flex while tying knot and
appealing electorates to exercise their right to franchise is
another highlight of the creating awareness among voters, and
the couple who took the initiative is Gauri Kamble and Manoj
Jagtap from Pimpri Chinchwad in Pune district. An interesting
aspect about their wedding is that around 3000 guests took the
voting pledge. With Ankita Apte this is Kunal Shinde, Akashvani
News, Mumbai.

Prarthna/CB/Ankita Apte, Kunal Shinde, Mumbai mail, 0743
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In Hockey, India will square off against Japan in their final group-stage match of the
Women's Asian Champions Trophy 2024, at the Rajgir Hockey Stadium in Bihar today.
The match will start at 4.45 pm IST.
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PM NIGERIA VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold talks with Nigerian President
Bola Ahmed Tinubu at Abuja today. Mr Modi reached Abuja last night on a
two day visit to Nigeria. This is the first visit by a Prime Minister of India to
Nigeria in 17 years. Prime Minister Modi and President Tinubu will review
the strategic partnership between the two countries and discuss further
avenues to enhance the bilateral relationship. Several agreements are
expected to be signed following the talks. Prime Minister Modi will also
address a gathering of Indian community in Nigeria. Our correspondent has
filed this report:

(VC ENG/HIN SUPARNA)



India and Nigeria have been strategic partners since 2007
with growing economic_enerqy and defence collaboration. More
than 200 Indian companies have invested over 27 billion dollars in
important sectors in Nigeria. The two countries also share a
strong development cooperation partnership. The Nigerian
President visited India last year for the G20 Summit. Nigeria is a
very large economy within Africa. Both India and Nigeria are
multi-religious, multi-ethnic and multi-linquistic countries.
Nigeria has also become a partner country of BRICS. The Indian

diaspora is very strong in the country at around 60 thousand and
is the largest diaspora in West Africa. Suparna Saikia, Akashvani

News, Delhi.

From Nigeria, Prime Minister Modi will travel to Brazilian city of Rio
De Janeiro tomorrow on a two-day trip to attend the G20 Summit hosted
by President Luis Inacio Lula Da Silva. India is part of the G20 Troika along
with Brazil and South Africa and has been actively contributing to the
ongoing G20 Summit discussions. During the event, Prime Minister Modi
will present India’s positions on various global issues and build on the
outcomes of the G20 New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration, as well as the Voice
of the Global South Summits hosted by India in recent years. Mr Modi is
also expected to meet several leaders on the sidelines of the G20 Summit.

On the third and final leg, Prime Minister Modi will undertake a state
visit to Guyana from 19th to 21st of November.
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