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PREZ-BUDDHIST SUMMIT

President Droupadi Murmu will attend the First Asian Buddhist
Summit in New Delhi today. This two-day summit, beginning today, will
celebrate the rich heritage of Buddhism. It will feature esteemed Sangha
leaders, scholars, and practitioners from across the continent. The summit
aims to foster dialogue and understanding while addressing contemporary
challenges faced by the Buddhist community. The Ministry of Culture, in
collaboration with the International Buddhist Confederation (IBC), is
organizing this summit to honour Buddhism, an ancient tradition that not
only flourished within its borders but also spread to various countries. The
theme of the summit is "The Role of Buddha Dhamma in Strengthening
Asia."



PM-CANADA ATTACK

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has strongly condemned the deliberate
attack on a Hindu temple in Canada. In a social media post, the Prime
Minister said that cowardly attempts to intimidate country’s diplomats are
equally appalling. He asserted that such acts of violence will never weaken
the country’s resolve. Mr Modi called on Canadian government to ensure
justice and uphold the rule of law.
US PREZ POLLS

The United States will go to polls today to elect a new President.
Republican nominee and former President Donald Trump and Democratic
candidate and Vice President Kamala Harris are locked in a tough fight for
the top post. As the country has multiple time zones, polling in the US will
begin today between 5.30 pm and 7.30 pm India Standard Time. Most
polling stations in the country will close between 5.30 am and 9.30 am
Indian time tomorrow. Results of the elections are expected as polling
closes, but it will take days before it is known who will be the next US
president. Many people may have already cast their vote ahead of time
using the postal voting system. In the United States, the President is not
elected by popular vote but by an indirect election system called the
Electoral College. A candidate aspiring to become the next US president
needs an absolute majority of 270 or more votes out of 538 electoral
college votes. On 6th of January, next year, a joint session of Congress
counts the electoral votes. If a candidate reaches 270 votes, they are
declared the President-elect, even if they lose the national popular vote.
The inauguration occurs on 20th of January, marking the start of their
four-year term in office.

JHARKHAND - CAMPAIGNING

In Jharkhand, ruling and opposition parties are making allegations
and counter allegations to garner the support of the people. BJP's
Jharkhand election co-incharge and Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma alleged that Chief Minister Hemant Soren protects Bangladeshi
infiltrators for vote bank. On the other hand, Senior JMM leader and Chief
Minister Hemant Soren accused BJP of hatching conspiracy against his
government since he assumed power in 2019. Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh is scheduled to address election meetings in Ranchi and Lohardaga,
while UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath will campaign for NDA candidates
in Jamshedpur and Koderma. Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge will



seek vote in favour of I.N.D.I.A bloc candidates at rallies in Mandu and
Kanke.

ANDHRA PRADESH-SPORTS

The Government of Andhra Pradesh has introduced a new sports
policy to establish the state as a leading sports hub in India. Chief Minister
Nara Chandrababu Naidu today approved the new sports policy in
Amaravati Secretariat with the objectives of talent development, a robust
sports ecosystem, global visibility and job security for athletes. Under the
new policy, sports job reservation in government positions has increased
from 2 per cent to 3 per cent. Rewards for medalists have been
significantly boosted, with Olympic gold medalists now receiving 7 crore
rupees, silver medalists 5 crore rupees, and bronze medalists 3 crore
rupees. Participants in the Olympics and Asian Games will also receive
increased rewards, with each Olympic participant awarded 50 lakh rupees.

To enhance sports infrastructure, new sports complexes are planned
for Amaravati, Tirupati, and Visakhapatnam, while sports schools will be set
up in Vijayawada, Kadapa, and a special facility for tribal athletes in
Vizianagaram. The policy promotes both traditional village sports and
adventure sports, such as mountain biking and trekking, leveraging the
state’s natural landscape.



SHAH-HINDI SAMITI

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah has highlighted that
India is the only country in the world where 11 languages are recognized
as classical languages. He said this while chairing the 32nd meeting of the
Kendriya Hindi Samiti in New Delhi today. The ‘Kendriya Hindi Samiti’ is the
highest body that provides guidelines for the development and promotion
of Hindi language. Mr Shah emphasized the need to undertake two major
initiatives to strengthen Hindi. The first is to develop a long-term policy for
the enhancement, preservation, and longevity of Hindi literature and its
various grammatical forms. The Home Minister stated that, alongside this,
it is also necessary to translate all modern education curricula into Hindi
and all other Indian languages. He also stressed on making Hindi
universally accepted and flexible. Highlighting that five more Indian
languages were recently granted classical language status, Mr. Shah said
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has undertaken several initiatives for the
preservation, promotion, and extensive use of Indian languages. He stated
that these efforts have made the period from 2014 to 2024 an era
dedicated to the protection and promotion of Indian languages. The
meeting was attended by Union Health Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda,
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, Minister of State for Law and
Justice Arjun Ram Meghwal and Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs
Dr. L. Murugan among others.

MAHA DGP

Mumbai police commissioner Vivek Phansalkar has been given the
additional charge of Maharashtra Director General of Police by the state
government. The move comes after incumbent DGP Rashmi Shukla was
transferred on Election Commission orders. Ahead of the November 20
Assembly polls, the Election Commission yesterday directed the state
government to transfer Ms Shukla, the first woman DGP of Maharashtra,
with immediate effect following complaints from political parties. The poll
body directed the Maharashtra chief secretary to hand over Shukla's charge
to the next senior-most IPS officer in the state.
BHAVANA GOKHALE/MUMBAI/MAIL/0528

IT ACT- SUGGESTIONS



The income tax department has received 6,500 suggestions from
stakeholders over the past month on review of the Income Tax Act.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chaired a meeting on the
Budget announcement of a comprehensive review of the Income Tax Act,
1961. The meeting was attended by Revenue Secretary Sanjay Malhotra,
Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) chairman Ravi Agarwal, and senior
CBDT officials. In a post on X, the finance ministry said that Mr Malhotra
informed the Finance Minister that 22 specialised sub-committees have
been established to review the various aspects of the Income Tax Act.

CB/SJA/NET/0347

PM-VISHWAKARMA

The Government today said that over 25 million applications have
been submitted under the PM Vishwakarma Scheme since its launch. Out
of these, more than 2 million applicants have successfully registered,
following a thorough three-step verification process. The Ministry of Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises said that the scheme, which was launched
last year in September with the aim of empowering artisans and
craftspeople across India, has garnered remarkable interest. Nearly 1
million registered artisans have benefited from toolkit incentives of up to
15,000 rupees through these e-vouchers, enabling them to acquire modern
tools that enhance their craftsmanship. The Ministry said that the PM
Vishwakarma Scheme stands as a testament to the government's
dedication to revitalizing traditional crafts and supporting the artisans who
embody the nation's cultural diversity and heritage.
<><>PALLAVI/1915 HRS

ISREAL-STRIKES

An Israeli airstrike has killed senior Hezbollah commander Abu Al
Rida in Lebanon. The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) said, Rida was targeted
in the airstrikes near Baraachit in southern part of the Lebanon today. The
IDF said, Rida was a key operative coordinating rocket and anti-tank
missile attacks on Israeli forces and overseeing armed group Hezbollah's
activities in the region. Quoting Lebanese military sources, media reports
said, 13 people, including the senior Hezbollah commander were killed in
Israeli airstrikes. The IDF said, Hezbollah retaliated by firing around 60
projectiles into northern Israel. The military said its defence systems
intercepted several rockets, while others landed in open areas without



causing injuries. In a separate incident, the IDF reported that two explosive
drones, one from the east and another from Lebanon, aimed to strike
Israeli targets early this morning. Both were intercepted, with one shot
down over the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights and the other near Upper
Galilee in northern Israel. Hezbollah also confirmed the launch of surface-
to-surface missiles by the armed group, targeting several locations in
northern Israel.

SWATI/IANS/2016



