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PM — LAOS : Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be on a two-day visit to Vientiane in Laos beginning
today. Addressing a press conference in New Delhi, Secretary East in the Ministry of External Affairs,
Jaideep Mazumdar said, during the visit, Mr. Modi will attend the 21st ASEAN-India Summit and the
19th East Asia Summit. Mr Mazumdar informed that this will be the Prime Minister's tenth attendance
at the ASEAN-India Summit. He said, Prime Minister Modi is travelling to Vientiane at the invitation of
Prime Minister of Laos, Sonexay Siphandone. Prime Minister Modi along with other heads of States of
ASEAN countries will review the progress of the relations between India and ASEAN and also chart
the future direction of the relationship.

ARMY COMMANDERS CONFERENCE: The first phase of Second Army Commanders' Conference
for the year 2024 will be organised in a hybrid mode at Gangtok in Sikkim from today. The two-day
conference will serve as a forum for Senior Commanders to review current operational preparedness,
deliberate on critical strategies and outline future directives. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will
address the senior leadership and will be briefed on the emerging security challenges and the
response of the Army in the security domain. The second phase of Army Commanders' Conference
will be held in Delhi on 28th and 29th October.



TATA — CONDOLENCES: Renowned industrialist and philanthropist Ratan Tata passed away last
night in Mumbai at the age of 86. He had been undergoing treatment at a private hospital and was in
critical condition. The Maharashtra government has announced that Ratan Tata's final rites will be
performed with full state honours. President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have expressed grief over the demise of Ratan Tata. In a social media
post, the President said that with the demise of Ratan Tata, India has lost an icon who blended
corporate growth with nation building, and excellence with ethics. In his condolence message, Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar said that Tata was a towering figure of Indian industry, whose
contributions towards building a self-reliant Bharat will forever be an inspiration to entrepreneurs in
India and beyond. In a social media post, the Prime Minister said that he is in deeply pained by Ratan
Tata's passing away. Mr Modi said, Tata had passion towards dreaming big and giving back to the
society. Prime Minister said Tata was at the forefront of championing causes like education,
healthcare, sanitation and animal welfare in the country. Mr Modi said, Ratan Tata was a visionary
business leader with compassionate soul and an extraordinary human being. Prime Minister said,
Tata provided stable leadership to one of India’s oldest and most prestigious business houses. In a
social media post, Home Minister Amit Shah said Ratan Tata selflessly dedicated his life to the
development of the nation. The Home Minister said, whenever he met Tata, his zeal and commitment
to the betterment of Bharat and its people amazed him.

PREZ — VISIT : President Droupadi Murmu will be on a seven day state visit to Algeria, Mauritania
and Malawi from this Sunday. Briefing reporters in New Delhi, Secretary (Economic Relations)
Dammu Ravi said, India is looking at a stronger partnership with Africa. He said, the visit is coming at
a time when the African Union has become a prominent member of the G20 during India's presidency
last year. Mr Ravi said, Africa constitutes 54 countries and this is the core of the global South. He
said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has taken a lot of interest in driving the global south agenda. Mr
Ravi said, the partnership with Africa is very important and critical for our own growth and for the
growth of the global south. He informed that the economic partnership between India and Africa is
growing and the bilateral trade is almost 100 billion dollars annually.

CABINET-BRIEFING: The government today approved the supply of fortified rice to reduce anemia
and micro-nutrient deficiency. Addressing a press briefing on Cabinet decisions in New Delhi today,
Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said, this is a step towards inclusive
development ensuring nutrition security. He said, the total financial implication over the scheme will
be over 17 thousand crore rupees. Speaking on the Vikas Bhi Virasat Bhi initiative, the Minister said,
India has a rich maritime heritage and this rich maritime heritage needs to be preserved and
developed. He said that the government has approved the National Maritime Heritage Complex in
Lothal, Gujarat. He said, this will showcase country’s rich and maritime heritage. Mr. Vaishnaw said,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has emphasized the development of infrastructure in the border areas.
He said, the government has approved the construction of two thousand 280 kilometers of roads
which will be built in border areas of Rajasthan and Punjab. He said the projects will cost more than
four thousand 400 crore rupees. He said, this will improve rural livelihood, and ensure easier access
and connectivity.

KARNATAKA - MALDIVES PRESIDENT : The President off Maldives Mohamed Muizzu and first
lady Sajidha Mohamad arrived in Bengaluru on a two-day trip. The dignitaries were received by the
Karnataka Higher Education Minister, Dr M C Sudhakar. The Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot has
hosted lunch for the visiting guests at Raj Bhavan. The Maldives President is scheduled to interact
with Industry leaders. Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, while speaking at the meeting in Raj
Bhavan expressed pleasure at knowing that the first lady Sajidha Mohamad studied in Bengaluru. He



also welcomed the interest shown by Maldives to partner with the leading IT industries of Bengaluru.
The Chief Minister also proposed to have trade ties with Maldives to promote Karnataka handicrafts
and handlooms. The Maldives President and the First Lady have scheduled departure to Maldives
today

HARYANA -BJP : After the victory of the Bharatiya Janata Party in Haryana, activities have
intensified to form the government for the third time in the state. In this election, acting Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini was the face of the Bharatiya Janata Party for the Chief Minister. Even
during the election campaign, Home Minister Amit Shah had announced from the stage that if the
Bharatiya Janata Party forms the government, Nayab Singh Saini will be the Chief Minister. In
response to a question asked by the media to the acting Chief Minister about making him the Chief
Minister of the state again, Mr. Naib Singh said that this decision will be taken by the Parliamentary
Board and the Legislature Party. On the other hand, after gaining a majority, today the State
President of the Bharatiya Janata Party Mohan Lal Baroli and acting Chief Minister Nayab Singh met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi. According to sources, during the meeting, there was a
discussion on formation of a new government in Haryana and swearing-in during the meeting. It is
noteworthy that the Bharatiya Janata Party is going to form the government in the state for the third
time. This is the first time that the people of Haryana have given a party a chance to form the
government for the third time in a row. The Bharatiya Janata Party has got 48 seats out of 90 seats.

BIDEN-NETANYAHU DISCUSSION : US President Joe Biden held conversation over phone with
his Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu last night. White House spokeswoman Karine Jean-
Pierre described the 30-minute phone call as direct and productive. The spokeswoman said,
conversation covered a range of issues, with a particular focus on the ongoing West Asia conflict
involving Iran. This call marked the first publicly announced discussion between the two leaders since
August. One key topic of the conversation was Mr Biden urging Mr Netanyahu to minimize harm to
civilians in Lebanon, especially in the densely populated areas of Beirut. White House officials said,
Biden administration has expressed concerns over the growing civilian toll amid the conflict. The
discussion took place against the backdrop of escalating tensions in the region. Israeli Defense
Minister Yoav Gallant issued a stern warning in a video broadcast on Israeli media last night, vowing
retaliation for a failed Iranian missile attack on Israel earlier this month. Mr Gallant declared that
Israel’'s response would be deadly, precise, and surprising. The conflict has had devastating
consequences in Lebanon, where Israeli airstrikes have forced over 6 lakh people to flee their homes,
with an additional 3 lakh reportedly leaving the country, according to the United Nations. The
humanitarian crisis continues to worsen as tensions between Israel and Hezbollah intensify.

NT. CRICKET WOMEN : In ICC Women's T20 World Cup, India registered their biggest-ever margin
of victory in Women's T20 World Cup history, beating Sri Lanka by 82 runs in the Group 'A' match at
the Dubai International Cricket Stadium, Dubai last night. Earlier, Indian team won the toss and
opted to bat. Batting first, India put up a score of 172 runs. Chasing a target of 173 runs, Sri Lanka
were all out for 90 runs in the 19.5 overs.

REV. NT. CRICKET : In Men's Cricket, India stormed to a resounding 86-run victory over
Bangladesh in the Second T20 International, sealing the three match series 2-0 with a game to spare
at Arun Jaitley Stadium in New Delhi tonight. This victory marks the biggest margin of win by runs for
India against Bangladesh in T20I history, surpassing their previous record of a 50-run victory in North
Sound during the recent T20 World Cup. Chasing a target of 222 runs, Bangladesh made 135 for 9
wickets in the stipulated twenty overs.



