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India has extended support of 400 million dollars and a bilateral
currency swap of 3,000 crore rupees to the Maldives. The support will be
instrumental in tackling the ongoing financial challenges faced by the
Maldives. The decision in this regard was taken during the delegation level
talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President of Maldives Dr
Mohamed Muizzu in New Delhi today. Besides, the currency swap
agreement, the two Countries signed two MoUs including on bilateral
cooperation on preventing and combating corruption. Two MoUs were also
renewed between the two countries on Capacity Building Programs for
Maldivian judicial officers and in the field of Sports and Youth Affairs.

In a press statement after the holding the talks with Dr Muizzu, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said that India and Maldives have adopted a vision
for Comprehensive Economic and Maritime Security Partnership to give
strategic direction to their cooperation. Mr Modi said, development
partnership is an important pillar of our relations and India has always
given priority to the priorities of the people of Maldives and this year State
Bank of India has rolled over 100 million dollars of “Treasury Bills” of
Maldives. He also informed that today, as per the requirement of Maldives,
a currency swap agreement of 400 million dollars and three thousand crore
rupees has also been inked.

The Prime Minister also highlighted that India has always played a
role of first responder to Maldives. He emphasised that, India has always
fulfilled its responsibility as a neighbour, be it fulfilling the need of essential
commodities for the people of Maldives, making drinking water available
during natural calamities, or providing vaccines to that country during
Covid times. He said, the relationship between India and Maldives are
centuries old and India is its closest neighbour and close friend. Mr Modi
said, Maldives also holds an important place in our “Neighbourhood First”
policy and “"SAGAR" Vision.

Mr Modi informed that RuPay card has been launched in Maldives
and in the coming time, work will be done to connect India and Maldives
with UPI as well.

In his statement, President of Maldives Dr Mohamed Muizzu said he
and Prime Minister Modi held extensive discussions taking stock of our
successful development journey together and charting the path of the



future collaborations between the two countries. He said both sides agreed
on a comprehensive vision document charting the course of the bilateral
relationship. Dr. Muizzu said that he is thankful to the Indian government’s
decision to provide support in the form of 3,000 crore rupees in addition to
400 million US dollars bilateral currency swap agreement.

Prime Minister Modi also virtually inaugurated the runway of
Hanimaadhoo International Airport in Maldives in presence of Dr Muizzu
and also handed over of 700 social housing units built under EXIM Bank's
Buyers’ Credit Facilities. RuPay card payments was introduced in Maldives
and the two leaders witnessed the first such transaction.
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SHUKLA MP-I 08.10.2024
PIYUSH GOYAL-SKILL DEVELPOMENT CENTRE

Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, Piyush Goyal inaugurated
the 'Skill Development Centre' in Mumbai’s Kandivali area yesterday. The
centre has been established through a unique collaboration between the
Confederation of Indian Industry, Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai
and the National Skill Development Corporation.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Goyal said, the centre will address the
growing demand for skilled labor. With the centre expected to create job
opportunities for over one lakh candidates over the coming year, Mr. Goyal
said, the centre will bridge the gap between education and real-world
employment skills by fostering partnerships between industry leaders and
training programs.

Also present on the occasion, Executive Vice President of NSDC, Ajay
Kumar Raina said, the day marks a pivotal milestone in India’s journey
toward becoming a global skills capital, as envisioned by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The newly established vocational training institute will initially offer
five specialized short-term courses in high-demand sectors, including
fashion technology, AC and refrigeration, gaming and animation, quick
service restaurants, and data and cyber security.

As a key highlight of this initiative, Confederation of Indian Industry
has equipped the facility with advanced labs and committed to ensuring at
least 75 percent employment for successful candidates post-training.

CB/C PRARTHNA/NISHA/MUMBAI/MAIL/0430
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REV. COUNTING

The counting of votes for assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir
and Haryana will be taken up today. The counting will commence at 8 in
the morning and results are expected to start coming around noon. Postal
ballots will be counted first. Elaborate arrangements have been made by
the Election Commission for smooth conduct of the counting process. The
Commission has set up robust, fool proof and secured infrastructure facility
for disseminating Trends and Results through its website www.eci.gov.in. A
three-tier security arrangement has been made at the counting centres.

In Jammu and Kashmir, the result will decide the fate of 873
candidates. 28 counting centres have been set up across the Union
Territory. In Kashmir, ten counting centres have been established, in
Srinagar, Budgam, Ganderbal, Bandipora, Baramulla, Kupwara, Shopian,
Kulgam Pulwama and Anantnag for the counting of votes.

Polling for 90 constituencies in Jammu and Kashmir was held in three
phases on 18th and 25th of September and 1st of this month.

In Haryana, 90 centres have been set up across 22 districts for
counting of votes. Voting for 90-member Haryana assembly took place on
5th of October. Today's result will decide the fate of 1031 candidates.

CB/SWATI/DIWAKER/SUHSIL/SRINAGAR/0417

SHUKLA MP-1 08.10.2024
NATIONAL FILM AWARDS

President Droupadi Murmu will confer the 70th National Film Awards
for the year 2022 in New Delhi today. On the occasion, legendary Actor
Mithun Chakraborty will be honoured with Dadasaheb Phalke Award, the
highest recognition in the field of Cinema. More from our correspondent:

[V/C PALLAVI-ENG/HIN (IN MAIL)]

70th National Film Awards for the year 2022 will be
conferred in various categories to celebrate the excellence in
filmmaking, storytelling and acting. Rishab Shetty will receive the
best actor award for his stupendous performance in the Kannada

film Kantara. The Best Actress award will be given to Nithya
Menen for the Tamil film Thiruchitrambalam and Manasi Parekh




for the Gujarati film Kutch Express. The award for Best Book on
Cinema will be conferred to Kishore Kumar: The Ultimate

Biography authored by Anirudha Bhattacharjee and Parthiv Dhar.
Several notable films including KGF 2, Brahmastra and Aparajito
will also be recognized for their contributions. The Best Feature
Film will be given to the Malayalam film Aattam, while Ayena will
be recognized as the Best Non-Feature Film. In the music

category, Arijit Singh will be given the Best Male Playback Singer

award, and Bombay Jayashri will receive the Best Female
Playback Singer award. PALLAVI PARMAR, AKASHVANI NEWS,

DELHLI.

<><>PALLAVI/0313 HRS

PARAS:MS NP-II 07.10.2024
KENYA-FOOD INSECURITY

Kenya's National Drought Management Authority (NDMA) has said,
at least a million people in the country are struggling with food insecurity
and in need of humanitarian assistance. NDMA noted in a report released
in the Kenyan capital Nairobi that the affected people are in the country's
23 out of the 47 counties, which are classified as arid and semi-arid.bIn
July, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the
Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) said in a report that
the number of food-insecure people in the Horn of Africa stands at 66.7
million. Among them, 39.1 million were from six of eight IGAD member
states -Djibouti, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan and Uganda.

<><><>IANS/0231 HRS
PARAS:MS NP-I 07.10.2024
RATAN TATA-HEALTH (MUMBAI METRO)

Refuting rumours of his ill-health, veteran industrialist and Tata Sons
Chairman Emeritus Ratan Tata has said that there is no cause for concern.
In a tweet, Mr. Tata said, he was undergoing routine check-ups due to age
and related medical conditions. Stating that the reports of his critical health
condition are unfounded, the 86 year old said, he remains in good spirits.
He further requested the public and media to refrain from spreading
misinformation. Earlier on Monday, rumours emerged that Mr. Tata had
been rushed to Mumbai’s Breach Candy Hospital following a significant



drop in blood pressure.
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PARAS:MS NP-I 07.10.2024
INDIA-UAE BHARAT MART PROJECT (MUMBAI METRO)

India and UAE have expressed satisfaction over the progress made
by Bharat Mart as work on the ground has commenced and designing of
retail spaces and warehousing is making rapid progress. It may be recalled
that the foundation stone of Bharat Mart at Jebel Ali Free Trade Zone in
Dubai was laid during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the country in
February this year. The project came up for review during the 12th
Meeting of the India-UAE High Level Joint Task Force on Investment held
in Mumbai on Monday. The meeting was co-chaired by Union Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal and Managing Director of Abu Dhabi Investment
Authority, Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. Bharat Mart, which is being
built by UAE’s major logistics company DP World, is expected to further
propel India-UAE bilateral trade by leveraging Jebel Ali Port’s strategic
location and strength in logistics and boosting India’s exports to the world.
The project is expected to be completed in 2026. Till now, over nine
thousand Expression of Interest - Eols have been received by DP World for
the 1400 units that will be spread across an area of one lakh square meters.

<><><>C PRARTHNA/NISHA/MUMBAI/MAIL/0132 HRS

SHUKLA MP-II 08-10-2024
ICC WOMEN CRICKET

In the ICC Womens T20 World Cup, Australia will face New Zealand
in the Group A match at Sharjah Cricket Stadium in United Arab Emirates
this evening. The match will start at 7:30 PM IST. Both the teams had won
their opening matches at the tournament and so they will try to continue
their winning streak.

Earlier, England defeated South Africa by 7 wickets in the match
played yesterday at Sharjah. In a one-sided encounter, South Africa
managed to score only 124 runs in stipulated twenty overs. Skipper Laura
Wolvaardt scored highest 42 runs. In response to this, England crossed the
required run with four balls remaining and with seven wickets in-hand.
Sophie Ecclestone of England got Player of the Match award for her
economic bowling figures.
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CRUDE OIL

Oil prices extended gains today, fueled by concerns over potential
disruption to exports from the major oil-producing region amid escalating
conflict in West Asia.

In the global crude market, Brent crude was trading more than one
and half percent up at 79 dollars and 44 cents per barrel and the U.S. West
Texas Intermediate (WTI) was trading nearly two percent up at 75 dollars

and 84 cents per barrel, when reports last came in.
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