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NEWS ON AIR -

PM VARANASI:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit his parliamentary constituency
Varanasi today and launch projects worth around 6,100 crore rupees. He
will reach Kashi at around 2 PM and will inaugurate RJ Sankara Eye
Hospital. Thereafter, at around 4:15 PM, he will inaugurate and lay the
foundation stone of multiple development projects at Sigra Stadium in
Varanasi. Prime Minister will inaugurate the RJ Sankara Eye Hospital. The
hospital will offer comprehensive consultations and treatments for various
eye conditions. Prime Minister will also address the gathering on the



occasion. In line with his commitment to boost connectivity, Prime Minister
will lay the foundation stone for expansion of airport runway and
construction of a new terminal building and allied works of Lal Bahadur
Shastri International Airport, Varanasi worth around Rs 2870 crore. He will
also lay the foundation stone of New Civil Enclave at Agra, Darbhanga and
Bagdogra airport. and will inaugurate new terminal buildings of Rewa
Airport, Maa Mahamaya Airport, Ambikapur and Sarsawa Airport virtually.
Prime Minister will inaugurate Phases 2 and 3 of redevelopment of Varanasi
Sports Complex worth over Rs 210 crore under Khelo India scheme and the
Smart City Mission.

The project at sigra Stadium which will be inaugurated by Mr. Modi today
aims to create a state-of-the-art sports complex featuring a National Centre
of Excellence, players’ hostels, sports science centre, practice fields for
various sports, indoor shooting ranges, combat sports arenas among
others. Talking to Aaakashwani News, Lalit Upadhyay, the star hockey
player and member of India’s medal winning squad at Paris olympics, said
that the efforts of state and central governments are going to boost sports
in the Poorvanchal region.

PRESIDENT

President Droupadi Murmu has reached New Delhi after the completion of
her three-nation visit to Algeria, Mauritania and Malawi. The visit has
added a new chapter to the historic relation of India with Algeria,
Mauritania and Malawi. The visit came a year after the African Union was
made a permanent member of G20 during India’s Presidency. During the
week-long visit, President Droupadi Murmu held bilateral meetings with the
leadership of all the three countries and interacted with Indian diaspora.
This visit has reaffirmed India’s strong commitment to further strengthen
its existing cordial relations with the countries in Africa.

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN

Union Minister for Education Dharmendra Pradhan will be on a seven day
visit to Singapore and Australia beginning today. The visit is expected to
foster collaboration, participation, and synergy in critical areas of mutual
interest in education. In the first leg of his two-day visit to Singapore, Mr
Pradhan will address the members of Indian diaspora today. Mr Pradhan



will meet the Prime Minister of Singapore Lawrence Wong and Deputy
Prime Minister Gan Kim Yong and other senior leaders tomorrow.

During his three day visit to Australia, the Education Minister will meet
Minister for Education, Jason Clare MP in Melbourne on 23rd of this month.
He will also deliver the Plenary address at the Australian International
Education Conference.

On 24th of October, Mr Pradhan will visit Auburn Long Day Child Care
Centre in Sydney to explore opportunities for partnerships in educating
early childhood education workforces. He will also interact with the
representatives of the Innovative Research Universities and attend the 2nd
Australia India Education and Skills Council. On 25th of this month, he will
visit the Granville South Creative and Performing Arts High School and the
site of the Macquarie Park Innovation District.

SHIVRAJ SINGH

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan has said that the
government will establish a committee to address the stark disparity
between farm-gate prices and retail costs of horticulture produce.
Addressing an agricultural conference in New Delhi, he said, while farmers
sell vegetables at 5 rupees a kilo, consumers end up paying 50 rupees and
this gulf needs to narrow. Mr Chouhan also unveiled plans to launch *Krishi
Chaupal’ next month, an initiative aimed at bridging the lab-to-land gap in
agricultural research. He emphasised upon the need to optimise the
functioning of over 730 Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) across India,
highlighting concerns about their fragmented management under various
authorities, including ICAR, universities, and state governments. The
minister called upon states to develop model farms spanning 2 to 2.5 acres
to demonstrate best practices in agriculture. Mr Chouhan said, agriculture
is India’s economic backbone and no progress is possible without
strengthening this sector.

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES MH

Political activities are gaining momentum in Maharashtra ahead of the
upcoming assembly elections. The Maha Vikas Aghadi leaders held an
important meeting in Mumbai. Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay Raut,
Maharashtra Congress President Nana Patole, Leader of the Opposition in



the Maharashtra Assembly Vijay Wadettiwar, NCP leader Jitendra Awhad,
NCP President Jayant Patil, and other leaders attended the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) alliance meeting. The notification for the Maharashtra
Assembly polls will be issued on 22nd October. Single-phase polling for all
288 assembly seats in Maharashtra will be held on 20th November 2024,
while the counting of votes will take place on 23rd November. The by-poll
for the Nanded Lok Sabha seat is also scheduled for 20th November. The
Congress today named Ravindra Chavan, the son of the late Vasantrao
Chavan, as its candidate for the seat. Congress MP Vasantrao Chavan, who
represented Nanded, passed away in August.

WOMEN’'S T20

In the Women’s T20 Cricket World Cup, New Zealand will face South Africa
in the summit clash at the Dubai International Stadium this evening. The
match will start at 7.30 PM, IST. With both teams reaching the summit
clash, the tournament is guaranteed a fresh champion for the first time
since 2016. South Africa entered the final after defeating Australia in the
first semifinal, ending Australia’s hopes of winning their fourth T20 World
Cup in a row. It was only the second time in the tournament’s history that
Australia’s winning streak has been broken. While New Zealand, in the
second semifinal won a thrilling match against the West Indies, finally
overcoming the heartbreak of their loss to the same team in the 2016
semifinal.



