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EVE. PM EAST ASIA SUMMIT

India and Lao PDR today signed six MoUs and agreements in
the fields including defence cooperation, customs, audio-visual, and
preservation of heritage. India has also decided to provide one million US



dollar financial assistance to a project to improve nutrition security in Laos
with food fortification through the India-UN Development Partnership Fund.
The MoUs were exchanged in the presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his Lao PDR counterpart Sonexay Siphandone in Vientiane, Lao PDR.

On the second day of his visit to Laos, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met President of Lao PDR Thongloun Sisoulith in Vientiane today. The
Prime Minister congratulated President Sisoulith for successfully hosting the
ASEAN Summit and the East Asia Summit. During the meeting, the two
leaders discussed bilateral ties and reaffirmed their commitment to further
strengthen the close partnership. President Sisoulith thanked Mr. Modi for
India’s humanitarian assistance to Lao PDR in the wake of floods caused by
Typhoon Yagi.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi also held bilateral talks with Prime
Minister of Lao PDR Sonexay Siphandone in Vientiane. The two leaders
discussed various areas of bilateral cooperation such as development
partnership, capacity building, disaster management, renewable energy,
heritage restoration, economic ties, defence collaboration, and
people-to-people ties. Lao PDR Prime Minister Siphandone thanked Mr. Modi
for India’s flood relief assistance provided to Lao PDR in the aftermath of
Typhoon Yagi.

After the meetings, the Prime Minister left for India.

Earlier, speaking at the 19th East Asia Summit in Vientiane, Lao PDR,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has stressed that a free, open, inclusive,
prosperous and rules-based Indo-Pacific is vital for the peace and progress of
the entire region. He said, peace, security and stability of the South China
Sea is in the interest of the entire Indo-Pacific region.

Highlighting concern over the on-going conflict in different
regions of the world, Mr Modi said, development should be the approach not
expansionism. He said, the on-going conflicts in different regions are
negatively impacting the countries of the Global South. He said that everyone
wants peace and stability to be restored in Eurasia and the West Asia region.
He reiterated that this is not an age of war and solutions to problems cannot
come from the battlefield.

The Prime Minister emphasized that it is necessary to respect



sovereignty, territorial integrity and international laws. He said, emphasis
must be laid on humanitarian approach, dialogue and diplomacy. He said,
India will continue to make every possible contribution in this direction.

Terming terrorism a serious challenge to global peace and
security, the Prime Minister stressed that humanity will have to work together
to deal with the challenges posed by the terrorism. He said, cooperation will
also have to be strengthened in the areas of cyber, maritime and space. He
said, it is necessary to ensure freedom of navigation and air space.

During his address, the Prime Minister also expressed his
deepest condolences to the people affected by Typhoon Yagi. He said, India
has provided humanitarian assistance by Operation Sadbhav.

Our correspondent reports that Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was the first leader to be invited to address the East Asia Summit after the
host and incoming chair. The East Asia Summit, a premier leaders-led forum
that contributes to building an environment of strategic trust in the region,
provides an opportunity for leaders of Participating Countries, including
India, to exchange views on issues of regional importance. The East Asia
Summit encompasses the 10 ASEAN countries and eight partners, Australia,
China, India, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand, Russia and the United
States. Timor-Leste will also be a partner as an observer.

Briefing media, Secretary (East) in Ministry of External Affairs
Joydeep Mazumdar said, the Prime Minister attended the 21st ASEAN-India
Summit and the 19th East Asia Summit and these were especially significant
this year because it marked the 10th year of the Prime Minister's Act East
Policy. He said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi emphasised that Myanmar
should be engaged and should not be isolated. He said, Mr. Modi also
stressed that it is important to restore democracy in Myanmar and all
countries should work together to achieve this.

<><><>Bhupendra/Dipendra/1629
REV INDIA - LEBANON
India has expressed concern over the situation in Lebanon. In a

statement, the External Affairs Ministry said, New Delhi is continuing to
monitor the situation closely and is concerned at the deteriorating security



situation along the Blue Line. The Ministry added that inviolability of UN
premises must be respected by all, and appropriate measures taken to
ensure the safety of UN peace keepers, and the sanctity of their mandate.
Two UN peace keepers were injured when an Israeli tank fired on a
watchtower at a UN base yesterday. The UN has issued a warning regarding
this violation, highlighting the increasing complications in the regional
conflict. =~ Meanwhile, Israel’s military announced today that it killed
Mohammad Abdullah, the top commander of the Palestinian militant group
Islamic Jihad in the Nur Shams refugee camp, located in the occupied West
Bank. The IDF held Abdullah responsible for organizing attacks in the area
and being involved in numerous attacks in recent months.
EVE NIELIT- MOU

A Memorandum of understanding (MoU) was today signed between
National Institute of Electronics and Information Technology (NIELIT) and
Government of Maharashtra in New Delhi. The MoU aims to establish center
of Excellence in Artificial Intelligence, Robotics, Internet of Things, Industry
4.0, 3D Printing and Allied Technologies for capacity training and Research &
Development centers at Government polytechnic and Government
Engineering Colleges in Maharashtra. It also aims to seek funding from
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology and other Government
organisations through joint project proposals.

It was signed in the presence of Union Electronics and IT Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw and Minister of Higher and Technical Education of
Maharashtra, Chandrakant Patil. Speaking on the occasion, the Minister said
that this collaboration between NIELIT and the Government of Maharashtra
will ensure that students receive practical education, tailored to the current
needs of the industry. He also added that this effort, beginning in
Maharashtra, will be extended to other states, focusing particularly on
Polytechnic institutions, ITIs, and the newly established university in the
state.

<><><>SUMIT/DIWAKER/1730HRS
MAHA- TATA TRUST CHAIRPERSON

Noel Tata has been unanimously appointed Chairperson of Tata Trust,
the philanthropic arm of the Tata Group, today. This decision was made
during a board meeting following the passing of Ratan Tata on Wednesday at



the age of 86. Noel Tata, Ratan Tata's half-brother, serves on the boards of
several listed companies, including Tata Steel and Voltas. The decision to
appoint Noel Tata as chairperson was made with Ratan Tata's philosophy of
'moving on' in mind.

<><><>ANKITA APTE/MUMBAI/MAIL/1532 HRS

INDIAN NAVY - SWAVLAMBAN

The 3rd edition of the Indian Navy's Naval Innovation and
Indigenisation Seminar, Swavlamban - 2024 will be held in New Delhi on the
28th and 29th of this month. Defence Ministry said, the seminar is expected
to provide new and substantial impetus to the innovation and indigenisation
endeavour. The event will showcase products of niche technologies such as
air and surface surveillance, autonomous systems in surface, aerial and
underwater domains, Al and quantum technologies.

The Ministry said, over the last two editions of Swavlamban, the Indian
Navy has received more than two thousand proposals from the Indian
industry that have been converted into 155 challenges to facilitate
development of prototypes. This initiative has enabled collaboration with
more than 200 MSMEs and Startups under the Innovations for Defence
Excellence (iDEX) Scheme.

<><>DIPENDRA/1656

INDIAN NAVY — SWAVLAMBAN: The 3rd edition of the Indian Navy's

Naval Innovation and Indigenisation Seminar, Swavlamban - 2024 will be
held in New Delhi on the 28th and 29th of this month. Defence Ministry said,
the seminar is expected to provide new and substantial impetus to the
innovation and indigenisation endeavour. The event will showcase products
of niche technologies such as air and surface surveillance, autonomous
systems in surface, aerial and underwater domains, Al and quantum
technologies. The Ministry said, over the last two editions of Swavlamban,
the Indian Navy has received more than two thousand proposals from the
Indian industry that have been converted into 155 challenges to facilitate
development of prototypes. This initiative has enabled collaboration with
more than 200 MSMEs and Startups under the Innovations for Defence
Excellence (iDEX) Scheme.



