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DAY PM EAST ASIA SUMMIT: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
stressed that a free, open, inclusive, prosperous and rules-based Indo-
Pacific is vital for the peace and progress of the entire region. He said,
peace, security and stability of the South China Sea is in the interest of the
entire Indo-Pacific region. The Prime Minister was speaking at the 19th
East Asia Summit in Vientiane, Lao PDR today. Highlighting concern over
the ongoing conflict in different regions of the world, Mr Modi said,
development should be the approach not expansionism. He said, the



ongoing conflicts in different regions are negatively impacting the countries
of the Global South. He said that everyone wants peace and stability to be
restored in Eurasia and the West Asia region. He reiterated that this is not
an age of war and solutions to problems cannot come from the battlefield.
The Prime Minister emphasized that it is necessary to respect sovereignty,
territorial integrity and international laws. He said, emphasis must be laid
on humanitarian approach, dialogue and diplomacy. He said, India will
continue to make every possible contribution in this direction. Terming
terrorism a serious challenge to global peace and security, the Prime
Minister stressed that humanity will have to work together to deal with the
challenges posed by the terrorism. He said, cooperation will also have to be
strengthened in the areas of cyber, maritime and space. He said, it is
necessary to ensure freedom of navigation and air space. During his
address, the Prime Minister also expressed his deepest condolences to the
people affected by Typhoon Yagi. He said, India has provided humanitarian
assistance by Operation Sadbhav.

Our correspondent reports that Prime Minister Narendra Modi was
the first leader to be invited to address the East Asia Summit after the host
and incoming chair. The East Asia Summit, a premier leaders-led forum
that contributes to building an environment of strategic trust in the region,
provides an opportunity for leaders of Participating Countries, including
India, to exchange views on issues of regional importance. The East Asia
Summit encompasses the 10 ASEAN countries and eight partners,
Australia, China, India, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand, Russia and the
United States. Timor-Leste will also be a partner as an observer.

India and ASEAN nations have reaffirmed the importance of maintaining
and promoting peace, stability, maritime safety and security to promote
peaceful resolutions of disputes, in accordance with universally recognised
principles of international law. In a Joint Statement on Strengthening
ASEAN-India Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, the leaders of India and
ASEAN countries supported the full and effective implementation of the
Declaration on the Conduct of the Parties in the South China Sea in its
entirety and look forward to the early conclusion of an effective and
substantive Code of Conduct in the South China Sea. They also agreed to
strengthen cooperation in maritime security, counter-terrorism,
cybersecurity, transnational crime, defence industry, humanitarian



assistance and disaster relief, peacekeeping and demining operations and
confidence building measures.

RAJINATH: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh is arriving in Sikkim this
morning on a two-day visit to attend Army Commanders' Conference in
state capital Gangtok. The first ever Army Commanders' conference in
Gangtok is aimed at addressing critical strategic matters, discuss defence
preparedness, and enhance operational readiness in a rapidly evolving
security environment. This gathering of high-ranking military officials
underscores Indian Army’s commitment to adapt upon contemporary
challenges while reinforcing its operational capabilities. During the visit, the
Defence Minister will also inaugurate road projects and the Prerna Sthal, a
memorial dedicated to the 22 soldiers who lost their lives during the Glacial
Lake Outburst Flood in the first week of October 2023.

T90 TANK-OVERHAUL

In a significant move towards self-reliance, the Indian Army has
rolled out its first overhauled T-90 Bhishma tank, further enhancing its
operational readiness. The T-90 Bhishma, the Army's main battle tank
since 2003, is known for its firepower, speed, and protection. With this
overhaul, the tank has become even more powerful and lethal. As part of
the ongoing Decade of Transformation in the Indian Army, Chief of the
Army Staff General, Upendra Dwivedi witnessed the rollout ceremony of
the overhauled T-90 Bhishma tank recently.

Our correspondent reports that the complex overhaul process
involves disassembling the tank and replacing any damaged parts. This
particular overhaul was carried out at the 505 Army Base Workshop of the
Army's Corps of Electronics and Mechanical Engineers in Delhi Cantonment.
This overhauling process showcases the indigenous maintenance and
technical skills developed in the country.

Weighing approximately 47 tons, the T-90 Bhishma is 9.6 meters
long and 2.8 meters wide. Its compact size enables it to manoeuvre quickly
through forests, mountains, and marshy terrain at a speed of up to 60
kilometres per hour. In terms of firepower, the T-90 Bhishma is equipped
with a 125 mm smoothbore gun, capable of firing various types of shells.
The tank is manned by a crew of three-commander, gunner, and driver
who work in close coordination to engage and destroy targets. An anti-



aircraft gun mounted on top can bring down targets within a two kilometre
range, and the tank can fire up to 800 shells per minute.

Durga Puja festivities have reached its peak in different parts of the
country, especially in east India. Today is Durga Ashtami, which marks the
eighth day of Navratri, a festival dedicated to worship nine forms of
Goddess Durga. Goddess Mahagauri is worshipped on the occasion of
Durga Ashtami, which is considered one of the most sacred and celebrated
days of Navratri. On the auspicious occasion of Durga Puja, President
Droupadi Murmu has greeted the people of the country and abroad. In her
message, the President said that Durga Puja is celebrated as a victory of
good over evil as goddess Durga is considered the symbol of Courage.
President Murmu said that this festival is an occasion to fully devote to
Goddess Durga and promote unity and understanding among all religions.
<><><>

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today paid tribute to Loknayak
Jaiprakash Narayan on his birth anniversary. In a social media post today,
the Prime Minister lauded the contributions of JP Narayan to the country
and society. He said, JP Narayan’s personality and ideals will remain a
source of inspiration for every generation. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
today paid tribute to Bharat Ratna Nanaji Deshmukh on his birth
anniversary. In a social media post, Mr. Modi remembered and lauded
Nanaji Deshmukh’s dedication and service towards the empowerment of
rural people of the country.

The International Day of the Girl Child is being observed across the
world today. This day highlights the importance of gender equality,
education, and opportunities for young girls. The theme for this year is
Girls’ Vision for the Future. The International Day of the Girl Child
highlights the urgent need to empower girls and secure their human rights.
The day acts as a reminder to create an environment where girls can
thrive, ensuring they are equipped with the tools to lead and shape their
future.

<><><>

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy
rainfall in Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Arunachal Pradesh, and
Gujarat during next 2 days. The IMD said, another fresh cyclonic circulation



is very likely to develop over central parts of the south Bay of Bengal
tomorrow. The weather department has also predicted light to moderate
rainfall over Northeast, West, and South Peninsular India during the next
two days.

<><><>

ICC WOMEN'S CRICKET WC: In the ICC Women’'s T20 World Cup
Cricket, Australia will take on Pakistan in the Group A match at the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium in Dubai this evening. The match will start at
7.30 PM, IST. Yesterday, in the Group 'B' match, West Indies defeated
Bangladesh by eight wickets at the Sharjah Cricket Stadium in the UAE.
This victory also brought the West Indies a step closer to qualifying for the
semi-finals. Meanwhile, the Indian women's team has one final game left
to play in the group stage as the team will seek to extend its winning
streak against Australia on October 13. Though India finds themselves in
the runners-up spot but they need to defeat Australia to seal their spot in
the final 4 teams.
<><><>



