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SHUKLA MP-1

17.10.2024
NITI AAYOG-SEMINAR

NITI Aayog will organise a two-day international methanol seminar
and expo 2024 in New Delhi from today. The event will be held in
collaboration with the methanol institute of the United States. This event
will highlight the progress of projects, products, and Research and
Development initiatives related to Methanol production, application, and
allied technological developments in the world. The key focus of the
seminar will be to highlight the role of Methanol in the world energy
transition and the rise of Methanol as a low-carbon fuel in green shipping.
In a curtain raiser press conference in New Delhi, a Member of NITI Aayog,
Dr VK Saraswat said that methanol is a versatile fuel that can be produced
from a wide range of domestic feedstocks, including biomass, coal, and
renewable sources. He said that it is one of the cleanest fuel and cheaper
than fossil fuel. He said it will play a crucial role in India’s clean energy
transition.

CB/SAKLEN/0452

SHUKLA MP-II

17.10.2024
CRICKET IND NZ TEST

In Cricket, Day 2 of the first Test between India and New Zealand
will begin after the opening day was washed out due to rain. The match is
being played at M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru, with an early toss
and start of play expected on Day 2.

India enter the series after a 2-0 victory over Bangladesh, while New
Zealand come off a 0-2 defeat against Sri Lanka. India currently tops the



World Test Championship standings, while New Zealand is in sixth place.
MANIK/NET/0426

SHUKLA MP-I
17.10.2024
PM - ABHIDHAMMA DIVAS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend the celebrations of
Abhidhamma Divas and recognition of Pali as a classical language in New
Delhi today. The International Buddhist Confederation in association with
the Culture Ministry is observing the International Abhidhamma Divas. The
Prime Minister will share his insights on the significance of Abhidhamma
Divas, the importance of the Pali language and the government’s ongoing
efforts to preserve and promote the rich heritage of Buddha Dhamma. A
special address will be delivered by Culture and Tourism Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat. Parliamentary Affairs and Minority Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijiju will also be present.

The recent recognition of Pali as a classical language, along with four
other languages, enhances the significance of this year's Abhidhamma
Divas celebrations as Buddha’s teachings on Abhidhamma are originally
available in Pali language. Abhidhamma Divas commemorates the descent
of Lord Buddha from the celestial realm of the thirty-three divine beings to
Sankassiya, known today as Sankisa Basantapur in the Farrukhabad district
of Uttar Pradesh. The significance of this location is underscored by the
presence of the Asokan Elephant Pillar, an enduring marker of this historic
event.

CB/Suparna/0422

SHUKLA :: ANJALI MP-11 17.10.2024
PRESIDENT VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu held bilateral meeting with her Mauritanian
counterpart Mohammed Ould Ghazouani yesterday. President Murmu also participated
in the delegation level talks. Four MoUs were signed between the two countries to
strengthen the bilateral ties. A report from our correspondent:

[V/C - MAYUSHA]

An agreement for consultation between the Ministry of External
Affairs, India and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mauritania was signed for
promoting bilateral relations in various fields of common interests for
strengthening international peace and security. The second MoU was

between training institutes of Foreign relations of both countries for




facilitating cooperation and the third MoU signed was on exemption of visa
requirements for diplomatic and official passport holders. The fourth MoU
was on the Cultural exchange programs between the two countries from
2024 to 2028.President Droupadi Murmu also attended a community event
where she _interacted with Indian diaspora in Mauritania. Later in the
evening President departed for Malawi for the final leq of the three nation
visit. Mayusha for Akashvani News from Nouakchott, Mauritania.

President Murmu will be on a 3-day visit to Malawi from today till 19th of this
month. She is scheduled to have bilateral meetings with the leadership of Malawi and
also to meet the Indian diaspora.

MAYUSHA/MAURITANIA/MAIL/0405

SHUKLA MP-I
17.10.2024
NDA CMs CONCLAVE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will chair a half-day conclave of Chief
Ministers of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) and their deputies in
Chandigarh today.

BJP President JP Nadda, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, and Home
Minister Amit Shah will also attend the meeting. According to a BIP
statement, the proceedings will begin immediately after the swearing-in
ceremony of Nayab Singh Saini as Chief Minister of Haryana.

The meeting will follow a structured agenda, focusing on national
development issues. It will also include discussions on the observance of
the Samvidhan Ka Amrut Mahotsav. The BJP currently has 13 Chief
Ministers and 16 Deputy Chief Ministers, while the Chief Ministers of
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Sikkim, Nagaland, and Meghalaya are
from its allies.

CB/Anand/0345

PKM::RZ EP-I 16.10.2024
VP- MEGHALAYA VISIT

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar laid the foundation stone of the Meghalaya
Skill and Innovation Hub in Shillong today. Mr. Dhankhar is on a two-day visit to Assam
and Meghalaya. On this occasion, the Vice President said that skills and innovation
are not discovered or invented but represent the best use of a person's talent in a
particular field, which significantly enhances human resources. He shared information
about the establishment of the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, as



well as the allocation of 60,000 crore Rupees for internships benefiting 5 lakh youths
over five years.

Mr. Dhankhar stressed that villages and semi-urban areas should become centers
for skill development. He acknowledged the Northeast's vital role in the nation's unity,
economic progress, and cultural advancement. Highlighting the region's importance, Mr.
Dhankhar praised the Look East and Act East policies, which have led to unprecedented
growth in communication, connectivity, and airport development in the region.

<>><><>
PARITOSH DIXIT/ SHILLONG/ MAIL/ 2040
PKM::RZ EP-1 16.10.2024

MAHA-EVM-VVPAT

EVM-VVPAT machines will be used for the assembly constituency
elections in Maharashtra. 2,26,624 Ballot Units (BUs), 1,26,911 Control
Units (CUs), and 1,37,118 VVPATs will be deployed across the state.
According to the Election Commission of India (ECI), the First Level
Checking (FLC) of all these machines has been completed.

The ECI also stated that control rooms have been set up at both the
state and district levels to monitor and manage election expenses
throughout the Model Code of Conduct period. Additionally, the ECI
clarified that if any campaign materials are purchased before nomination
and used after filing, those expenses will be included in the total election
expenditure. Each candidate in the Maharashtra Assembly election is
limited to an expenditure of Rs 40 lakh.

<><><><>
PRARTHANA C, SHAILAJA TIWALE/ MUMBAI/ MAIL/ 20250



