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PRESIDENT MALAWI VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu on the second day of her visit to Malawi
as part of her three African nations, is scheduled to hold bilateral meetings
with the President of the Republic of Malawi Lazarus Chakwera today.
President Murmu will also hold delegation level talks on various issues with
the leadership of Malawi. The president will also visit the National War
Memorial and Mausoleum. Meanwhile, the President had interacted with
the Indian diaspora in a community event last evening. President Murmu
urged the Indian community to continue to do good work and to be active
partners in the vision of Viksit Bharat.
<><><>
RAIJNATH-DRDO

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said that unconventional
warfare has posed new challenges in the defence sector. He said,
technology has given rise to this new form of unconventional warfare and
drones, cyber warfare, bio-weapons, and space defence have emerged as
key challenges. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said this while addressing
at the launch of Dare to Dream 5.0 Innovation Contest in New Delhi.

Highlighting the government's commitment towards innovation, Mr.
Singh stressed the increasing importance of research and development in
the defence sector. He said, as the world is witnessing changes, the
significance of technology, and research and development is growing at the
same pace. He said the government is dedicated to making the country's
defence sector more innovative and technology-oriented.

On the changing dynamics of conventional warfare, the Minister said,
the arms and equipment are witnessing major changes today due to
technology. He called for greater private sector participation in defence,
urging a focus on both continuous improvement and disruptive
technologies.

He congratulated the participants of the Dare to Dream initiative
saying that when youth dare to dream of something new then a new path
can be forged to achieve those dreams.



<><><>BHUPENDRA/1154

PM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has asserted that the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) is committed to advancing national progress
and empowering the poor and downtrodden. In a social media post after
chairing a meeting of NDA Chief Ministers and Deputy Chief Ministers in
Chandigarh, Mr. Modi stated that they had extensive discussions on good
governance and ways to improve people's lives. BJP President JP Nadda,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, and Home Minister Amit Shah also
attended the meeting, which focused on national development issues.
Discussions included the observance of the Samvidhan Ka Amrut Mahotsav.
Around 17 chief ministers and 18 deputy chief ministers of the NDA alliance
participated in the meeting.
<><><>

Indian Railways has reduced the advanced ticket booking period by
half. In a statement, Railways said that passengers will now be able to
book train tickets up to 60 days in advance, instead of the previous 120
days. This change will come into effect from November 1st. Until October
31st, passengers can continue to book tickets 120 days ahead of their
journey. However, cancellations of bookings made beyond the revised 60-
day Advance Reservation Period will still be permitted. Railways said that
there will be no change in the case of certain daytime express trains, such
as Taj Express and Gomti Express, which already have shorter advance
reservation periods in place. For foreign tourists, however, the time limit
for advance bookings will remain unchanged 365 days.
<><><>

The notification for the first phase of Assembly elections will be issued
today in Jharkhand. Forty-three constituencies will go to polls in this phase
on 13th of November. 25th October is the last date of filing of hominations.
Candidates can file their nominations from 11 AM to 3 PM. Scrutiny of
nominations will be done on 28th October. Last day for withdrawal of
candidature is 30th of this month. Assembly elections in Jharkhand are
being held in two phases. The second phase of polling will take place on
20th November. Counting of votes will be taken up on 23rd November.
<><><>

In Uttar Pradesh, notification for the by-polls to nine assembly seats



will be issued today. Nominations can be filed till 25th of this month. By-
elections are being held in state on 8 assembly seats except Milkipur, on
which, a petition is pending before Allahabad High Court. The assembly
seats where bye-elections will be held are Katehari, Karhal, Meerapur,
Kundarki, Phulpur, Sisamau, Ghaziabad, Majhawan and Khair. The
Samajwadi Party has already announced candidates on seven seats
including party chief Akhilesh Yadav’s cousin Tej Pratap Singh Yadav as its
candidate from Karhal. BJP has not announced the names but decided to
field its candidates on 8 out of these 9 seats except Meerapur where its ally
RLD will field the candidate.
<><><>

Hamas chief Yahya Sinwar has been killed in a chance encounter with
Israeli forces in Rafah in southern Gaza. A photo taken at the scene shows
Sinwar, dressed in combat gear, lying dead in the rubble of a building that
was hit by a tank shell.
<><><>

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has said that the well marked
low pressure area over Rayalaseema and the neighborhood region has
further weakened into a low pressure area. The weather agency predicted
heavy rainfall at isolated places over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal,
South Interior Karnataka, and Gujarat during the next 2-3 days. According
to the IMD, scattered to fairly widespread light to moderate rainfall is very
likely over Konkan, Goa, Madhya Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Coastal Andhra
Pradesh, Yanam, Rayalaseema, and Telangana during the next 5 days.
<><><>
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DAY JHARKHAND- NOTIFICATION

The Election Commission has today issued notification for the first
phase of Assembly elections in Jharkhand. Forty-three constituencies will
go to polls in this phase on 13th of November. More from our
Correspondent
VC- KK LAL

25th October is the last date of filing of nominations.
Candidates can file their nominations from 11 AM to 3 PM.
Scrutiny of nominations will be done on 28th October. Last day for
withdrawal of candidature is 30th of this month. Assembly




elections in Jharkhand are being held in two phases. The first
phase of polling will be on 30th of this month while second phase
of polling will take place on 20th November. Counting of votes
will be taken up on 23rd November.

Meanwhile NDA and India alliance are engaged in hectic parleys
with their allies to decide seat sharing formula. This time BIP will

contest elections with AJSU, Janata Dal (United) and Chirag
Paswan-led LJP. On the other hand Jharkhand Mukti Morcha will

contest elections with Congress, Rashtriva Janata Dal and CPI-
ML. K. K. Lal, AIR News

<><><>KK LAL/ JHARKHAND/MAIL/1039 HRS
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J&K: MINISTERS PORTFOLIOS

In Jammu and Kashmir, the UT Government today announced the
allocation of portfolios to the newly appointed ministers. Our
Correspondent reports that as per the communiqué issued by Raj Bhawan,
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, outlines the departmental
responsibilities of various ministers in the Jammu and Kashmir
administration.

Deputy Chief Minister, Surinder Kumar Choudhary will be in-charge of
Public Works (R&B), Industries and Commerce, Mining, Labour and
Employment, Development, and Skill Development. Sakeena Masood (Itoo)
will take charge of Health and Medical Education, School Education, Higher
Education, and Social Welfare.

Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology and Environment, and Tribal Affairs
allocated to Javed Ahmed Rana. Javid Ahmad Dar has been assigned
Agriculture  Production, Rural Development and Panchayati Raj,
Cooperative, and Election. Satish Sharma will be in-charge of Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer Affairs, Transport, Science and Technology,
Information Technology, Youth Services and Sports, and ARI and Training.
The order also specifies that any departments or subjects not assigned to
the ministers will remain under the purview of the Chief Minister.
<><><<>
N. GULSHAN RAINA/JAMMU/MAIL/1141 HRS



SMOG-DELHI
Delhi-NCR has been engulfed with the layer of smog ahead of the winter
season. According to the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) the Air
Quality of the city deteriorated to the poor category as the Air Quality
Index (AQI) hit 292 this morning. As per the CPCB, poor AQI can cause
breathing discomfort to most people on prolonged exposure. In view of
poor air quality, Delhi’s environment department has called an emergency
meeting of all concerned officials at Delhi Secretariat today. According to
the Delhi's Environment Department, a special campaign will also be
launched to monitor all 13 pollution hotspots through the Green War
Room. The Public Works Department is sprinkling water on roads in several
areas of the national capital to reduce dust in compliance with Graded
Action Response Plan (GRAP) one.
SAKLEN/1049
SHUKLA :: AARTI MP-1 18.10.2024
MUMBAI POLICE- LOC
Mumbai Police probing the murder of NCP leader Baba Siddique has

issued a look-out circular (LOC) against three accused, including main
shooter Shivkumar Gautam, to prevent them from fleeing the country. The
other two accused named in the LOC are the co-conspirator Shubham
Lonkar and suspected handler Mohammed Zeeshan Akhtar. Crime branch
teams of Mumbai police have been sent to various parts of the country to
nab the accused.
BHAVANA GOKHALE/MUMBAI/MAIL/0729
SINDHU-DENMARK OPEN

In Denmark Open Badminton, two-time Olympic medalist PV Sindhu will
face Indonesia’s world No. 8 Gregoria Mariska Tunjung in the Quarter-finals
of the women's singles, this afternoon. The match is scheduled to start at
4:10 PM IST in Odense. Sindhu defeated China's Han Yue 18-21, 21-12,
21-16 in the round of 16 yesterday. She is the only Indian left in
contention, with all other Indian shuttlers facing defeats in their first
rounds. The last time Sindhu and Tunjung faced off was at the 2023
French Open, where the Indian star emerged victorious.

SANYUKTA/NET/1051



