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WOMEN'S CRICKET

India women's cricket team will take on New Zealand in the second One-Day
International of their three-match series in Ahmedabad today. The match will begin at
1:30 PM Indian Time. Earlier, India defeated recently crowned World T20 Champions
New Zealand by 59 runs in the series opener at Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad

on Thursday.

SAFF-INDIAN WOMEN

Indian senior women's football team will face home favourite Nepal in the SAFF
Women's Championship semi-final at the Dasharath Stadium in Kathmandu today.
Nepal has been a consistent performer in the tournament, having reached the final in
the last edition at India's expense. In the group stage, Captain Ashalata Devi led Indian
team, defeated Pakistan 5-2 but lost to Bangladesh 1-3. Nepal drew 0-0 with Bhutan,
triumphed 11-0 against Maldives, and beat Sri Lanka 6-0. India, the five-time
champions, were eliminated by Nepal in the semifinals of the 2022 SAFF Women's
Championship at the same venue, marking the first time they failed to win since the

tournament's inception in 2010.

JITENDRA SINGH

Union Minister of State for Science and Technology Dr Jitendra Singh has said that India

will have its own space station by 2035, which will be known as Bharatiya Antriksh



Station. He made the announcement at the signing ceremony of an MoU between
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and the Department of Biotechnology in
New Delhi yesterday. The MoU aims to integrate biotechnology with space technology,
heralding a new era of scientific innovation in the country. The MoU outlines several key
initiatives, including the establishment of a ‘Bharatiya Antriksh Station” and the unveiling
of the 'BioE3’ (biotechnology for economy, environment and employment) policy.
According to the government, the collaboration will focus on areas such as microgravity
research, space biotechnology, space biomanufacturing, bioastronautics, and space
biology. Dr Jitendra Singh said, the public-private participation has been instrumental in
the rapid growth of India’s space sector. He said that the number of space startups has
grown significantly, with nearly 300 startups now contributing to the space economy.
The minister said, this partnership is expected to benefit the national human space
programme and spur innovations in human health research, novel pharmaceuticals,
regenerative medicine, and bio-based technologies for efficient waste management and

recycling.

AMIT SHAH - LAND PORT

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will inaugurate the newly constructed passenger
terminal building and a cargo gate named 'Maitri Dwar' at the Land Port in Petrapole,
on the India-Bangladesh border in West Bengal today. The terminal aims to facilitate
international trade and crossings for citizens of both India and Bangladesh. The
Petrapole Land Port, situated in Uttar 24 Parganas district, is the largest land port in
South Asia and serves as a vital gateway for trade and commerce between the two
countries. The Petrapole-Benapole crossing is one of the most important land border
points, accounting for nearly 70 percent of land-based trade by value between India
and Bangladesh. It is also the eighth largest international immigration port in India,
facilitating the movement of over 2.35 million passengers annually. The new passenger
terminal will significantly enhance regional infrastructure, with a handling capacity of

20,000 passengers per day and housing immigration, customs, and security services



under one roof. The 'Maitri Dwar' cargo gate is a joint facility agreed upon by both
countries. Mr. Shah laid the foundation stone for this project on May 9 last year. In
response to daily cross-border traffic, which sees approximately 600-700 trucks, the
Land Port Authority of India established the new cargo gate along the India-Bangladesh
border. After the Petrapole event, Mr. Shah will attend a program hosted by the
Cooperative Department in Arambagh, Hooghly district, in the afternoon. In the
evening, he will participate in a party program at the Eastern Zonal Cultural Centre
(EZCC) in Salt Lake, Kolkata, before returning to New Delhi that night.

MANHOR LAL-TN POWER PROJECT

Union Minister for Power, Housing, and Urban Development Manohar Lal reviewed the
progress of power projects in Chennai on Saturday. State Minister for Electricity,
Prohibition, and Excise V. Senthil Balaji and departmental officials also attended the
meeting. The ministers discussed advancements in four ongoing thermal power projects
in Tamil Nadu, as well as the Improved Power Distribution Scheme, which aims to
reduce losses at a cost of 8,932 crore rupees. After the review meeting, Mr.Manohar Lal
addressed the media, stating that there is no power shortage in Tamil Nadu and that
the state is effectively implementing power projects. He urged the state government to
increase the number of beneficiaries under the PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana and
ensure they receive free electricity. He also highlighted that the Union Government is
pursuing various schemes to boost the use of renewable energy sources and reduce

reliance on fossil fuels.

ESI- ENROLLMENT

Around 20 lakh new workers enrolled in the Employees' State Insurance (ESI) Scheme
in August, according to a statement from the Ministry of Labour and Employment.
Among those added, 9.89 lakh employees are in the age group of 25 years. The

statement also highlighted that female membership saw a net increase of 4.14 lakh



during the same month. Besides that 28 thousand 917 new establishments have been

brought under the social security ambit of the ESI Scheme.

FINAL NEW ISRO - SOMANATH AKASHVANI

President Droupadi Murmu today lauded the Indian Space Research Organisation -
ISRQO’s contributions in taking forward India’s space program to greater heights. In a
video message on the occasion of Sardar Patel Memorial Lecture 2024 in Akashvani's
Rang Bhawan, New Delhi, President Murmu paid her tributes to Sardar Patel in her
message. The President highlighted that Sardar Patel is the architect of modern India
through the political integration of various princely states into the nation after
independence. The President also mentioned that the Statue of Unity is a befitting

tribute to Sardar Patel’s rich legacy.

Delivering the Sardar Patel Memorial Lecture on “Indian Space Odyssey in Search of
New Frontiers”, ISRO Chairman, Dr S Somanath said that India aspires to expand its
contribution to the global space economy to 10 percent in the next 10 years. He said
that currently India’s contribution to the global space economy is just 2 percent and the
country wants to expand it. The ISRO chief emphasized on the need for increased
collaboration from more stakeholders engaged in the space sector. More from our

correspondent:
(CAPSULE - SUPARNA)

The ISRO Chief said that government has taken several steps to bring reforms in the

Space sector. He informed that the Government has launched the Indian Space Policy

2023 and liberalized FDI for the space sector. He said at present, there are over 200

startups in the space sector whereas it was only one startup in 2014.

[SB - Dr Somanath 1 ]

Talking about the progress of indigenization of the space sector, Dr Somnath said that

India is working towards reducing its import dependency. Speaking about India’s

upcoming space _missions, Dr Somanath said that ISRO is planning to launch its first




uncrewed mission,Gaganyan, in _the coming years. He said India will test its home

grown_é€lectric_thrusters to steer satellites to its desired orbit. Speaking on the

occasion, Prasar Bharati Chairman Navneet Sehgal said that achievements like

Chandrayaan give the nation confidence and make the countrymen proud.

(S/B NAVNEET SEHGAL)

Prasar Bharati CEO, Gaurav Dwivedi and Director General of Akashvani, Dr Pragya

Paliwal Gaur were also present at the event. Suparna Saikia, Akashvani News, Delhi.

The Sardar Patel Memorial Lecture is organized by Akashvani in memory of Sardar
Vallabh Bhai Patel, a great visionarywho had National cohesion uppermost in his mind.
It has been an honoredtradition since 1955 and eminent personalities like C.
Rajgopalachari, Dr.Zakir Hussain, Morarji Desai, Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam, Jayant Narlikar,
M.S.Swaminathan, Arun Jaitley, Ajit Doval and S. Jaishankar are among those whohave
delivered this prestigious memorial lecture in the past on wide-rangingsubjects on India
and its socio-economic strides. The recording of the lecture is broadcast across the
entire network of Akashvani at the end of thismonth, on the occasion of the birth

anniversary of Sardar Patel, now known as National Unity Day.



