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NEW EVE. ECI - POLL SCHEDULE

Maharashtra will go to polls in a single phase on 20th of next month while
assembly elections in Jharkhand will be conducted in two phases on 13th and 20th of
November this year. The counting of votes will take place on 23rd of next month in
the two states. The Election Commission today announced the schedule for the
Maharashtra and Jharkhand Assembly polls. Announcing the poll schedules in New
Delhi, Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar said that the notification for 288

member Maharashtra assembly election will be issued on 22nd of this month and



candidates can file their nominations till 29th of October. He added that over one lakh
polling booths will be set up for 9.63 crore voters in the state.

In Jharkhand, the notification for the first phase of voting will be issued on 18th
of this month and candidates can make their nominations till 25th of October. For the
second phase of polling in the state, the notification will be issued on 22nd of this
month and the nomination can be filed till 29th of October.

The Chief Election Commissioner informed that 2.6 crore voters will exercise their
franchise at over 26 thousand polling stations in Jharkhand. With the announcement of
poll schedule, Model Code of Conduct has come into force in both the states.

Chief Election Commissioner, Rajiv Kumar said that the Commission
is committed to free and fair as well as inducement free and violence free
elections. He said, directions have been issued to Enforcement Agencies to
crackdown on use of money power to ensure free and fair elections. He
added that Enforcement agencies are working in a coordinated manner to
nullify the role of inducements in elections and ensure Level Playing Field.
He said,assured minimum facilities will be made available to the voters at
the polling stations and PwDs and senior citizens above 85 years and avail
the facility of home voting. Mr Kumar said, every process of polling will be
fully videographed. The Chief Election Commissioner also appealed to the
voters of Maharashtra and Jharkhand to come out in large numbers to

participate in the festival of democracy.



The Commission also announced the schedule for bye election in several
assembly seats and two Lok Sabha seats. Bye polls for 47 assembly Constituencies in
different states and for Wayanad Parliamentary seat in Kerala will be held on 13th of
next month. The bye polls for one assembly seat in Uttarakhand and Nanded Lok
Sabha seat in Maharashtra will be conducted on 20th November.The counting of

votes will take place on 23rd of November.

<><>Anand/Diwaker/1751 hrs
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SITHARAMAN - US INDIA FORUM
Union Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman today emphasised the role of

US-India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF), saying it can play in providing impetus
to industry and investment growth in India. Ms Sitharaman today interacted with the
members of the US-India Strategic Partnership Forum, led by the Chairman John T
Chamber in New Delhi. During the meeting, Ms Sitharaman spoke about India’s rapid
economic growth, the pivotal role of youth, and growing investment prospects in
insurance, housing, Renewable Energy. She also highlighted the commitment of the
government to make India a favourable destination to do business.

US-India Strategic Partnership Forum acknowledged the key initiatives taken by
the Government of India and the emergence of India as an investment destination.

<><>DIPENDRA/1633
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FM RADIO E AUCTION

Government has issued a notice inviting applications from prospective bidders for
E-Auction of Third Batch of Private FM Radio Phase-III channels for the rollout of 730
private radio channels in 234 uncovered new cities in India. Information and
Broadcasting Ministry said in a statement that annual License Fee of FM channels in
these cities shall be charged as 4 percent of Gross Revenue excluding GST. The
reserve price for auction of channels in these cities is as per the TRAI recommended
prices of 2022. The last date for submitting applications is 18th of November.

The complete Notice and the FM Phase-III Policy Guidelines is available on the
website of Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.

Our correspondent reports that Cabinet had approved rolling out Private
FM Radio to 234 uncovered new cities and towns in August. It will lead to creation of
new employment opportunities, boost to local dialect and culture and ‘vocal for local’
initiatives .Many of the approved cities and towns are in Aspirational districts and LWE
affected areas. Setting up of Private FM Radio in these areas will further strengthen

Government outreach in these areas.

<><>Suparna/1755 hrs
PKM EP1I
15.10.24



EVE JAISHANKAR SCO

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar reached Islamabad this afternoon on a
two day visit to Pakistan to attend the 23rd Meeting of SCO Council of Heads of
Government. The SCO meeting will be held tomorrow under the chairmanship of
Pakistan. The SCO CHG meeting is held annually and focuses on the trade and
economic agenda of the Organisation. Dr. Jaishankar will represent India at the
meeting. India remains actively engaged in the SCO format, including various
mechanisms and initiatives within the SCO framework.

The External Affairs Minister had earlier remarked that his Pakistan visit is
for a multilateral event and he had ruled out bilateral talks. This is the first high-level

visit of an Indian Foreign Minister to the neighbouring nation in nine years.

<><>Suparna/1634 hrs
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EVE. UP-BEHRAICH

In Uttar Pradesh, situation in the violence hit Mahsi area of Bahraich district is
gradually returning to normalcy. Internet services are still discontinued in the district
and will remains so till tomorrow.

Heavy Police force is deployed at the affected areas. Family members of the



youth, who died in the clashes day before yesterday, met the Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath at his residence in Lucknow today. Chief Minister assured the family all kind
of support including 10 lakh rupees ex-gratia, job to one member of the family and
benefit of other government schemes. He also assured strict action against those, who
were involved in the killing of the youth.

Meanwhile, police teams have been formed to nab the perpetrators of the
violence. Teams of special task force are moving in the whole violence affected area to
maintain law and order. Police teams are also using video footage to nab those people
who were indulged in the incident of torching and arson yesterday.

<><><><>
SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI/ LUCKNOW/ MAIL/ 1744
GAURAV
DP-I 15.10.2024
APJ KALAM BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

Today is the birth anniversary of former President Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam. It was
on this day in 1931 that the former President was born in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu.
Known as the Missile Man of India, Dr. Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam
specialized in Aeronautical Engineering and made significant contributions as Project
Director to develop India's first indigenous Satellite Launch Vehicle. He was also
responsible for the evolution of ISRO's launch vehicle program, particularly the PSLV

configuration. After working for two decades at ISRO, Dr. Kalam took on the



responsibility of developing indigenous guided missiles and was instrumental in the
development and operationalization of the AGNI and PRITHVI missiles. Mr Kalam is
also credited with the weaponization of strategic missile systems and the Pokhran-II
nuclear tests, which made India a nuclear weapons state. He was one of the most
distinguished scientists in India, holding the unique honor of receiving honorary
doctorates from 30 universities and institutions. He was awarded the Padma Bhushan,
Padma Vibhushan, and the highest civilian award, Bharat Ratna. In 2002, he became
the 11th President of India.

<><><>
DIWAKER/1347 HRS

PM — TELECOM:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi called for ethical use of Artificial Intelligence,
emphasizing that security, dignity, and equity should be at the center of all discussions. Prime
Minister reiterated the importance of establishing a global framework for digital technology. He
emphasized that this topic was raised by India during its G-20 Presidency and urged global
institutions to recognize its significance for global governance. Inaugurating the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) - World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly
(WTSA) 2024 at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi this morning, he said the WTSA aims to
work towards global standards, while the India Mobile Congress plays a significant role in
services. The Prime Minister said India is one of the most dynamic countries in the world in
terms of telecom and related technology and added more than 40 percent of the world's
real-time digital transactions take place in the country.

12 NSD

KALAM :
Today is the birth anniversary of former President Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam. It was on

this day in 1931 that the former President was born in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu. Known as the



Missile Man of India, Dr. Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam specialized in Aeronautical
Engineering and made significant contributions as Project Director to develop India's first
indigenous Satellite Launch Vehicle. He was also responsible for the evolution of ISRO's
launch vehicle program, particularly the PSLV configuration. He was awarded the Padma
Bhushan, Padma Vibhushan and the highest civilian award, Bharat Ratna. In 2002, he became
the 11th President of India. Chief Minister Revanth Reddy paid floral tributes to Abdul Kalam
on the occasion at his residence in Jubilee Hills in Hyderabad. Revanth Reddy highlighted Dr.
Kalam’s role as an inspiration to the youth of India, motivating them to pursue their dreams and
contribute to country's progress.
12 NSD



