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SHUKLA :: HK MP-II 10.09.2024
JAISHANKAR-GERMANY VISIT

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar will be on a two-day visit to
Germany beginning today. During his visit to Berlin, Dr Jaishankar will meet
German Federal Foreign Minister and other key leaders with an objective to
review the entire gamut of bilateral relations and explore further
opportunities for collaboration. The External Affairs Minister's visit to Berlin
is set to prepare grounds for German Chancellor Olaf Scholz's proposed trip
to India next month. Germany stands as one of India’s significant trading
partners and a leading source of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).

Earlier yesterday, Dr Jaishankar reiterated India's principled and
consistent stand on the Palestinian issue while calling for a ceasefire in the
region, as soon as possible. He said, the current situation in Gaza is now
understandably India's foremost concern. Dr Jaishankar said, while we

condemn acts of terrorism and hostage taking, we are deeply pained by



the continuing death of innocent civilians. The External Affairs Minister was
co-chairing the inaugural India-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Joint
Ministerial Meeting for Strategic Dialogue in Riyadh yesterday. He said, on
the larger issue, India has consistently stood for a resolution of the
Palestinian issue through a two-State solution. In his opening remarks, Dr
Jaishankar offered the framework of 3Ps - people, prosperity and progress
- as the driving force behind the partnership. He said, India is one of the
world's largest and fastest-growing markets - where much of the future
demand is going to come from. External Affairs Minister called on the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) to invest in each other's future and support
each other's continued prosperity.

Describing GCC a cornerstone of global energy supply, Dr Jaishankar called
for deeper collaboration to stabilize markets, drive innovation and enhance
energy security. External Affairs Minister also held a series of bilateral
meetings with the Foreign Ministers from GCC member countries. They
include Foreign Ministers of Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Kuwait.

On the third and final leg of his 3-nation trip, Dr Jaishankar will visit
Geneva from September 12 to 13. In Geneva, External Affairs Minister will
meet heads and representatives of international organisations with whom
India is actively engaged. Geneva is home to a large number of UN bodies
and international organizations. He will also meet the Swiss Foreign
Minister to review the close partnership between the two countries.

Various Sources/0520
9.9.24



HOME MINISTER - OFFICIAL LANGUAGE

Home Minister Amit Shah has been unanimously re-elected as the
Chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee on Official Language. Mr.
Shah said the government is moving forward with the goal that, by 2047,
all government systems in the country will operate in Indian languages. He
said that the Department of Official Language is developing software that
will automatically translate all the languages of the Eighth Schedule on a
technical basis. A meeting of the committee was held today in New Delhi to
reconstitute the Parliamentary Committee on Official Language after the
formation of the new government. Mr. Shah also served as the Chairperson

of the committee from 2019 to 2024.
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10.09.2024
GST COUNCIL - MEETING
The GST council has decided to slash Goods and Service Tax (GST) on cancer

drugs by reducing the rate from 12 percent to five percent. The decision was taken in
the 54th GST Council meeting which was held in New Delhi yesterday. Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman chaired the meeting. During the meeting, Minister of State
for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary and Finance Ministers of States were also present.

Briefing the media in New Delhi, Ms. Sitharaman said, the decision to reduce the
GST rate on cancer drugs has been taken to bring down the cost of cancer treatment.

She said, the GST on selected snacks has also been reduced from 18 percent to 12



percent. The Minister said, funds given for research to universities established by the
law of Centre, state governments, and those who have obtained income tax exemption
are exempted from GST.

The Finance Minister said, GST Council today decided to set up a Group of
Ministers, GoM on reducing tax rate on life and health insurance. She said, the Group of
Ministers on GST rate reduction on medical health insurance will submit its report by
the end of October this year and a meeting to be held in November will decide on the
issue of rate reduction.

The GST Council has also agreed to form a Group of Ministers on compensation cess.
Ms. Sitharaman said, the Group of Ministers on rate rationalisation and real estate
submitted the status reports today. She said, status report on online gaming and
casinos was also submitted. She said, revenue from online gaming has increased by
412 percent amounting to six thousand 909 crore rupees in 6 months. GST rate on car
seats have been increased from 18 percent to 28 percent. Roof Mounted Package Unit,
RMPU Air Conditioning Machines for Railways would attract a GST rate of 28 percent.
The approved flying training courses conducted by DGCA approved Flying Training
Organizations will be exempt from GST.

CB/Suparna/ph/Bhupendra/0356
PARAS NP-11 09.09.2024

GERMANY-BORDER CONTROLS

Germany's government has announced plans to impose tighter
controls at all of the country's land borders to tackle irregular migration
and protect the public from threats such as Islamist extremism. In a
statement, the interior ministry said today that the controls will start on
16th September and initially last for six months. It said, these controls are

part of a series of measures Germany has taken to toughen its stance on



irregular migration in recent years following a surge in arrivals, in particular
people fleeing war and poverty in the Middle East. Interior Minister Nancy
Faeser said, they are strengthening internal security and continuing their
hard line against irregular migration. Recent deadly knife attacks in which
the suspects were asylum seekers have stoked concerns over immigration.
The Islamic State group claimed responsibility for a knife attack in the
western city of Solingen that killed three people in August.
<><><>NET/0137 HRS

PARAS NP-II 09.09.2024
MOROCCO-FLOODS

Floods from torrential rains killed at least 18 people in the southern
Morocco provinces of Tata, Tiznit, Errachidia, Tinghir and Taroudant.
Authorities said today that at least four others were missing after floods
swamped many villages in the area on Saturday. They said, the dead
include three foreign nationals from Spain, Canada and Peru. The floods
destroyed 56 homes and damaged 110 roads, as well as damaging
electricity, water supply and phone networks.

<><><>NET/0303 HRS
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10.09.2024
COAL MINISTRY REVIEW MEET

The Ministry of Coal has conducted the Mid-Year Review Meeting of
the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activities of Coal Public Sector
Undertakings in New Delhi. The review meeting focused on assessing the
progress of ongoing CSR initiatives, evaluating their impact on the
communities, and aligning them with the guidelines of the government.
The discussions centered on the execution of CSR projects across sectors
such as healthcare, education, environment, skill development and
livelihood.
The Ministry stressed the need for accelerated implementation of these
initiatives to ensure measurable outcomes, and way forward with a focus
on improving the overall quality of life for local communities, particularly in
coal mining regions. Additional Secretary of the Coal Ministry Rupinder Brar
chaired the meeting.

CB/BHANU/RAHISUDDIEN/0400

SHUKLA MP-I

10.09.2024
COAL MINISTRY REVIEW MEET

The Ministry of Coal has conducted the Mid-Year Review Meeting of
the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activities of Coal Public Sector
Undertakings in New Delhi. The review meeting focused on assessing the
progress of ongoing CSR initiatives, evaluating their impact on the
communities, and aligning them with the guidelines of the government.

The discussions centered on the execution of CSR projects across sectors



such as healthcare, education, environment, skill development and
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initiatives to ensure measurable outcomes, and way forward with a focus
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09.09.2024

PM SEMICON
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate SEMICON India 2024 at India

Expo Mart in Greater Noida, on 11th September. He will also address the
gathering on the occasion. The SEMICON India 2024 is being organised
from 11th to 13th September with the theme “Shaping the Semiconductor
Future”. The three day conference will showcase India’s semiconductor
strategy and policy which envisions making India a global hub for
semiconductor. It will witness participation of top leadership of global
semiconductor giants. SEMICON will bring together global leaders,
companies, and experts of the semiconductor industry. The conference will

witness participation of more than 250 exhibitors and 150 speakers.
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