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AYUSHMAN BHARAT-3 YEARS
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AYUSHMAN BHARAT-3 YEARS

Over 67 crore Ayushman Bharat Health Accounts-ABHA have been created in the past
three years under the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM). The digital healthcare
mission marked its three year anniversary yesterday. The Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare highlighted that under the mission, more than 42 crore health records have
been linked to ABHA and over 1.3 lakh facilities are ABDM enabled including 17
thousand facilities. It added that over 3 lakh facilities and 4.7 lakh healthcare
professionals have been successfully registered in the National Healthcare Providers
Registry. The Ministry said, the initiative marks its three years with an aim to
revolutionize the nation’s digital healthcare ecosystem to enhance healthcare

accessibility, efficiency and transparency. <><><>

JAISHANKAR-CELAC

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar co-chaired India-CELAC Foreign Ministers’
meeting alongside Honduras' Secretary of Foreign Affairs Enrique Reina in New York.
CELAC stands for Community of Latin American and Caribbean states. The agenda
included Digital Public Infrastructure, health, clean energy and capacity building. In a
social media post, Dr Jaishankar said he highlighted possibilities for greater
engagement in AI, e-mobility, space, smart agriculture and drones. He added that
India-CELAC political cooperation and deepening economic linkages advance South-
South cooperation. Dr Jaishankar noted that India and CELAC have a shared
commitment to reformed multilateralism. A meeting of the India-CARICOM Foreign
Ministers was also held on the sidelines of UNGA yesterday. The External Affairs
Minister co-chaired the meeting with his counterpart from Dominica, Vince Henderson.
The discussions were held around upgrading India-CARICOM partnership and
deepening cooperation in health, IT, FinTech, capacity building, renewables and food
security. Dr Jaishankar said India's bonds with CARICOM draw from past experiences,
address current needs and aspire towards a brighter future. Dr Jaishankar also held
bilateral talks with his North Macedonia counterpart, Timco Mucunski. Both Ministers
discussed investment, connectivity and cooperation with the region. <><><>

ISRAEL HEZBOLLAH

Israeli forces conducted airstrikes on several residential buildings in Lebanese capital of



Beirut yesterday. Israeli and American officials have revealed that the attack was
intended to target Hassan Nasrallah, the leader of the Iran-backed armed group,
Hezbollah. Our correspondent has filed this report:
V/C-VINOD KUMAR

Israeli military claims the strikes targeted Hezbollah's central
headquarters, which was located beneath the residential buildings. The
attack occurred shortly after Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
delivered a defiant _speech at the United Nations General Assembly.
Netanyahu defended his government's handling of conflicts in Gaza and
Lebanon, vowing to continue fighting despite international calls for a cease-
fire. It remains unclear whether Hassan Nasrallah was present in the
targeted buildings at the time of the strike. The airstrikes have raised
concerns about further escalation in the region. Netanyahu's speech at the
UN made no mention of ongoing international efforts to broker a cease-fire in
Gaza and Lebanon. Instead, he issued threats against Iran,after nearly a year
of conflict against Tehran-backed groups including Hamas in Gaza, Hezbollah
in_Lebanon, and the Houthis in Yemen. In response to the reports, Iran's
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, called an emergency meeting of
the Supreme National Security Council. This move underscores the potential

for wider regional implications of the Israeli strike. This is Vinod Kumar,
Akashvani News, Dubai,

VINOD KUMAR/DUBAI/MAIL 0502 HRS

UK-INDIA UNSC

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer has joined the leaders of the United States and
France in voicing support for India's bid for a permanent seat on the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC). Addressing the 79th session of the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) in New York, Mr. Starmer called for reforms to make the global
multilateral system more representative and responsive. He also advocated for
permanent seats on the Security Council for Africa, Brazil, Japan, and Germany, along
with more seats for elected members.

Bhutan’s Prime Minister, Tshering Tobgay, also voiced support for India's

inclusion as a permanent member of UNSC. During his address at UNGA, Prime Minister



Tobgay said, India, with its significant economic growth and leadership in the Global
South, deserves a permanent seat at the Security Council. He reiterated Bhutan'’s call
for reforms to make the Security Council more representative and efficient. He also
thanked India for being a development partner.

Earlier this week, French President Emmanuel Macron and the United States
President Joe Biden also backed India’s bid for a permanent seat on the Security
Council. The Council currently has five permanent members and 10 non-permanent

members, who are elected by the UN General Assembly for two-year terms. <><><>

INDIA-BANGLADESH-TEST

In Cricket, Bangladesh will resume their first innings at the overnight score of 107 for
three against India on Day Two of the second Test in Kanpur this morning. Mominul
Haque, with 40 runs, and Mushfiqur Rahim, with six runs, were at the crease when the
play on the first day was called off early last afternoon due to heavy rainfall. For the
hosts, Akash Deep claimed two wickets, while Ravichandran Ashwin took one. Earlier,
India won the toss and elected to field first after intermittent rain and a wet outfield
delayed the start of play. The hosts are aiming for a clean sweep of the two-match
series, having taken a 1-0 lead after defeating the visitors by a huge margin of 280 runs

in the first Test in Chennai.

INDIA HEALTH UNGA

India has reaffirmed its steadfast commitment to improving Social Determinants of
Health (SDH) during the G20 Joint Finance-Health Task Force High-Level Meeting held
at the 79th session of United Nations General Assembly in New York. The session
centered on prioritizing investments in the health sector. Minister of State for Health,
Anupriya Patel was a lead speaker at the event. She highlighted the role of Social
Determinants of Health in supporting health investments priorities. She also highlighted
the crucial intersection of health and finance in mitigating the impact of future health

emergencies and alleviating economic burdens.



During the event, the Minister emphasized the significance of addressing core SDH
factors such as housing, sanitation, water access, and income security. The Indian
delegation highlighted flagship programs such as Ayushman Bharat, Swatch Bharat
Mission, Jal Jeevan Mission, and Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, which have brought

transformative change across the country. <><><>

US MILITARY MISSION-IRAQ

The United States has announced an agreement with the Iragi government to end the
military mission in Iraq of an American-led coalition fighting the Islamic State group by
next year. US officials who briefed reporters today said the agreement will bring about
a two-phase transition in the troops assigned to Iraq that began this month. According
to Iragi government officials, American forces will start departing from Ain al-Asad
airbase in western Iraq and from Baghdad International Airport after the US Presidential
election in November this year. Those forces will be moved to Hareer base in Erbil, in
northern Iraq's Kurdistan region. The Iraqi officials also said that some American troops
may stay at Hareer base after 2026 because the Kurdistan regional government would
like them to stay. The announcement came at a particularly contentious time for the
Middle East, with escalating conflict between Israel and two Iranian-backed militant

groups - Hezbollah in Lebanon and Hamas in Gaza - threatening a broader regional war.



