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NEPAL- VULTURES CENSUS

Efforts to conserve Vultures in Nepal have fructified with the number of
vultures in Pokhara and surrounding areas surging by 22 per cent, according
to the latest vulture census of Nepal. In Sudurpaschim province, 147 nests of
rare vultures including white-rumped vultures and slender-billed vultures
were sighted. This indicates the recovery of the endangered Vulture
population in Nepal. The vulture conservation action plan, the opening of
various vulture restaurants and the combined effort at national and local
levels have helped the vulture population increase recently. Here's more from
our special correspondent from Kathmandu-
V/C - SWETA SINGH

The number of vultures across Nepal declined from 1.6 million

in the 1990s to less than 20 thousand today. There are 23 vulture
species globally, out of which eight species of vultures are found in
Nepal, of them, four are critically endangered. Long-billed,
White-rumped and Slender-billed vultures are critically
endangered species in Nepal. The opening of Jatayu vulture
restaurants in Nawalparasi played a key role in vulture
conservation in the region as vultures had easy access to safe
carcasses of dead cattle. Likewise, Bird Conservation Nepal has set
up seven more such feeding centres in the Rupandehi, Dang,
Kailai, Kaski and Sunsari districts. Diclofenac drug administered
to livestock was one of the major causes of the declining vulture
population in South Asian countries including Nepal. Nepal banned
the production and use of Diclofenac in 2006. Nepal has declared
76 districts _as Diclofenac-free _zones for animal treatment.

Meloxicam was prescribed as a safer alternative to Diclofenac.
Deforestation, industrial pollution and depletion of water bodies
are other factors endangering the vulture population.




US OPEN

In the US Open Tennis, Jannik Sinner clinched his second Grand Slam
victory of the year by defeating Taylor Fritz 6-3, 6-4, 7-5. The world number
one, who had previously triumphed at the Australian Open earlier this year,
made history by becoming the first Italian man to win the US Open title. The
victory marked Sinner's 55th match win and sixth title of the season, further
solidifying his position at the top of the rankings. Fritz, a home favourite,
expressed deep disappointment after falling short against the top seed. The
defeat marks the end of a breakthrough tournament for Fritz, who had yet to
advance past the quarterfinals at a major final.<>

J&K-TERRORISTS KILLED

In Jammu and Kashmir, two terrorists were killed as alert Army troops
foiled an infiltration bid along the Line of Control (LoC) in Rajouri district
today. Our Correspondent reports that the gunfight broke out late yesterday
night in the Laam sector of Nowshera in Rajouri district. A massive search
operation is underway as it is suspected that at least a couple of terrorists
were hit in the crossfire. Army troops guarding the LoC picked up the
movement of the terrorists trying to infiltrate under the cover of darkness and
challenged them, leading to the encounter. The area was illuminated and
kept under strict surveillance. The Army further revealed the recovery of
large quantity of weapons as search ‘Operation Kanchi’ continued.
MOROCCO RAIN

At least 11 people have been killed in the provinces of Tata, Tiznit and
Errachidia in south Morocco after torrential rains battered southern Morocco.



At least nine others were missing after floods swamped many villages in the
area, authorities added. The significant damage has occured with 40 homes
destroyed and 93 road affected, traffic has been restored on 53 of the
affected sections. The rains also disrupted electricity, drinking water supply
networks, and telephone networks.

Authorities have urged residents to remain cautious and heed safety
warning amid the ongoing weather instability

Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) has said that the depression over
the west-central and adjoining northwest Bay of Bengal is likely to cross the
odisha coast near Puri by noon today. Following this, it will move across parts
of Chhattisgarh and Odisha. IMD has issued a red alert of extremely heavy
rainfall warning for coastal Andhra Pradesh, Yanam and Odisha for today.
The weather agency has forecast very heavy rainfall over parts of Telangana,
Gangetic West Bengal, East Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Vidarbha.
Parts of Kerala, Mahe, Coastal Karnataka, Assam, Meghalaya, Sikkim,
Jharkhand and Rajasthan are also likely to witness heavy rainfall.

A young male patient, who recently travelled from a country currently
experiencing Mpox transmission, has been identified as a suspect case of
Mpox. Health Ministry informed that the patient has been isolated in a
designated hospital and samples from the patient are being tested to confirm
the presence of Mpox. It added that the patient is currently stable. The
Ministry further said that the case is being managed in line with established
protocols, and contact tracing is ongoing to identify potential sources and
assess the impact within the country.

The ministry assured that the country is fully prepared to deal with such
isolated travel related case and has robust measures in place to manage and
mitigate any potential risk.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold talks with Crown Prince of Abu



Dhabi, Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan in New Delhi today.
Both leaders are expected to hold discussions on a wide range of areas of
bilateral cooperation between India and UAE. Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan reached New Delhi last evening on his first visit to India
as the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi. He is accompanied by several Ministers
from the UAE government and a business delegation.

Tomorrow, the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi will visit Mumbai to
participate in a Business Forum, in which business leaders from both
countries will participate.
<><><>

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar will attend the first India-Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) Foreign Ministers' Meeting in Riyadh today. This
historic gathering aims to strengthen ties between India and the Gulf nations.
The meeting will focus on enhancing cooperation across various sectors,
including trade, investment, and energy. With the GCC region housing nearly
8.9 million Indian expatriates and serving as a major trading partner, this
diplomatic engagement holds significant importance for India's foreign
policy. During his visit, Dr. Jaishankar is also expected to hold bilateral talks
with his counterparts from GCC member countries, further solidifying India's
relationships in the region.
<><><>

The 54th GST Council meeting will be held in New Delhi today. Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will chair the meeting.

The last GST Council meeting was held in June this year in which the
council had recommended a uniform rate of 12 percent GST on all steel, iron,
and aluminum milk cans. The council had also recommended that services
provided by the Indian Railways to the common man, including the sale of
platform tickets, facility of retiring rooms and waiting rooms, and
battery-operated car services, will not attract any GST.

<><><>

A young male patient, who recently travelled from a country currently
experiencing Mpox transmission, has been identified as a suspect case of
Mpox. Health Ministry informed that the patient has been isolated in a
designated hospital and samples from the patient are being tested to confirm
the presence of Mpox. It added that the patient is currently stable. The
Ministry further said that the case is being managed in line with established
protocols, and contact tracing is ongoing to identify potential sources and



assess the impact within the country.

The ministry assured that the country is fully prepared to deal with such
isolated travel related case and has robust measures in place to manage and
mitigate any potential risk.
<><><>

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will share his thoughts with the people of
the country and abroad in the Mann Ki Baat programme on Akashwani on
29th of this month. It will be the 114th episode of the monthly radio
programme. People can submit their ideas and suggestions for the
programme through the toll free number 1800-11-7800. People can also give
a missed call on 1922 and follow the link received in SMS to directly give their
suggestions to the Prime Minister. People can also share their input online via
the Narendra Modi App or the MyGov Open Forum. Suggestions for the
upcoming episode will be accepted till 27th of this month.
<><><>

Around one crore and 79 lakh activities have been reported as part of
the ongoing seventh Rashtriya Poshan Maah so far. The Poshan Maah which
began on 1st of September will continue till 30th of this month. The one
month campaign which was launched from Gujarat focuses on key themes
including Anaemia, Growth Monitoring, Complementary Feeding, and Poshan
Bhi Padhai Bhi, along with Technology for better governance across the
nation.
<><><>

Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) has said that the depression
over the west-central and adjoining northwest Bay of Bengal is likely to cross
the odisha coast near Puri by noon today. Following this, it will move across
parts of Chhattisgarh and Odisha. IMD has issued a red alert of extremely
heavy rainfall warning for coastal Andhra Pradesh, Yanam and Odisha for
today. The weather agency has forecast very heavy rainfall over parts of
Telangana, Gangetic West Bengal, East Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
Vidarbha. Parts of Kerala, Mahe, Coastal Karnataka, Assam, Meghalaya,
Sikkim, Jharkhand and Rajasthan are also likely to witness heavy rainfall.
<><><>

Paris Paralympics 2024 concluded with a sparkling closing ceremony in
the French capital last night.



