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In cricket, the start of play between India and Bangladesh has been delayed due to
rain on day two of the second Test match at the Green Park Stadium in Kanpur.
Bangladesh was to resume their first innings at the overnight score of 107 for three
against India. For Bangladesh, Mominul Haque, with 40 runs, and Mushfiqur Rahim,
with six runs, were at the crease when stumps were drawn yesterday. For the hosts,
Akash Deep claimed two wickets, while Ravichandran Ashwin took one. India had won
the toss and elected to field first.

The hosts are aiming for a clean sweep of the two-match series, having taken a
1-0 lead after defeating the visitors by a huge margin of 280 runs in the first Test in
Chennai.

PM, HM - BHAGAT SINGH: Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah have paid their tributes to freedom fighter Bhagat Singh on his birth anniversary
today. In a social media post, Mr Modi offered his salutations to Bhagat Singh and said
that he was an immortal martyr who sacrificed his life to protect the self-respect of the
motherland. The Home Minister Amit Shah said that Revolutionary Bhagat Singh Ji not
only challenged British rule with a loud voice, but also sacrificed his life for the
freedom and golden future of the country. Mr. Shah said that the spark of Bhagat
Singh’s sacrifice became such a great flame that the wave of freedom became more
intense in the entire country.

HURRICANE HELENE: In the United States, the death toll from Hurricane Helene has
risen to 43 in the southeastern part of the country as heavy flooding affected
communities and emergency responders began large-scale rescue operations. Helene
is now a tropical storm made landfall in Florida overnight on Thursday as a Category 4
hurricane. It is the most powerful storm on record to hit Florida's Big Bend and moved
north into Georgia, Tennessee and the Carolinas after making landfall. Emergencies
have been issued in the Southeast part of the country including Atlanta. Officials
continued daring rescues with boats, helicopters and large vehicles to help those
stranded in floodwaters including about 50 workers and patients who crowded on the
roof of a flooded Tennessee hospital.

BIHAR-HIGH ALERT: In Bihar, the Water Resource Department has issued a high
alert of flash flood as large volume of water discharge is likely through Kosi and
Gandak Barrages. It comes after extremely heavy rainfall in the catchment areas of
Kosi and Gandak rivers in Nepal. The Department has said more than six lakh cusecs
of water discharge is expected today in the downstream from Kosi and Gandak
Barrages. It is likely to affect West Champaran, East Champaran, Saran, Gopalganj,
Supaul, Saharsa and other districts in the state. Talking to Akashvani News, District



Magistrate of Supaul, Kaushal Kumar said officials of the department have been
alerted. He said district administration is alerting people in low-lying areas to shift to
higher grounds. Principal secretary of Water Resources Department Santosh Kumar
Mall held a review meeting last evening in view of the arising situation. Mr. Mall asked
officials to remain vigilant and follow Standard Operating Procedure in view of the
expected water discharge in Gandak and Kosi Basin. Leaves of engineering and other
staffs of Water Resources Department has been cancelled.

IMD-WEATHER: The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy to
heavy rainfall in Uttar Pradesh today. The IMD also predicted heavy rainfall at isolated
places over Maharashtra, Gujarat, Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, and Bihar
today, and over Assam and Meghalaya tomorrow. Heavy rainfall is also expected over
Madhya Maharashtra, Gujarat and Uttarakhand. In South India, these conditions will
also prevail Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala, Karaikal and Mahe tomorrow. Meanwhile,
the weather agency has predicted light to moderate rainfall over Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Rajasthan and West Uttar Pradesh during next 2-
3 days. <><><>

GUNNERS DAY: Indian Army is celebrating 198th Gunners Day today. The day is

celebrated to commemorate the raising of the first Indian Artillery Unit namely, 5
(Bombay) Mountain Battery on this day in 1827. In an exclusive interaction with
Akashvani News, Director General of Artillery Lieutenant General Adosh Kumar
emphasized that the Regiment of Artillery is on the modernisation drive based on the
vision of Aatmnirbhar Bharat, and the vision for a technologically advanced and
combat-ready force.  Mr Kumar highlighted that key modernisation efforts included
the standardisation of the 155mm artillery gun and the integration of advanced
systems such as Ultra-Light Howitzers, K9 Vajra, and Sharang guns. Artillery was first
used in India in the 14th Century by the Bahmani Kings during the Deccan War against
Vijaynagar Kingdom. A force multiplier throughout the Mughal Period, and later during
the reign of the Marathas, Hyder Ali, Tipu Sultan and the Sikhs under Maharaja Ranjit
Singh, artillery has eternally been an arm to reckon with. The Regiment of Artillery,
one of the largest Arms of the Indian Army, proved its mettle also during the
operations of 1947-48, 1962, 1965, 1971 and 1999. After the Kargil conflict, Artillery
has acquired further prominence and with its vast array of weapons, it is
acknowledged as an significant “Arm of Decision”. <><><>

MAGGIE SMITH DEATH: English actress Maggie Smith, considered one of the most
prominent figures in British cinema, has passed away at the age of 89 in London. In
the 21st century, she was widely recognised for her role as Professor Minerva
McGonagall in the "Harry Potter" movies. Throughout her extensive career, Smith
appeared in more than 50 films, showcasing her versatility in a wide range of roles.
She gained significant recognition in 1969 when she won the Oscar for her



performance in "The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie," and she won the award again in 1978
for her supporting role in "California Suite." Additionally, she won four Emmy Awards
and a Tony Award, making her one of the few performers to achieve the "Triple Crown

of Acting."



