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PM- BRUNEI SINGAPORE VISIT: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold talks with Brunei's Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah today. The discussions are likely to touch upon on all aspects of bilateral relations and also
explore new areas of cooperation. Several MoUs are expected to be exchanged following the talks. Mr Modi
reached Bandar Seri Begawan yesterday on the first leg of his two-nation tour to Brunei and Singapore. Upon
arrival, Prime Minister was accorded a ceremonial welcome and received by Crown Prince and Senior Minister
in the Prime Minister’s Office of Brunei, Haji Al-Muhtadee Billah. This is the first-ever bilateral visit by an Indian
Prime Minister to Brunei. The visit coincides with the 40th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties
between India and Brunei. Yesterday, Prime Minister Modi inaugurated the new Chancery of the High
Commission of India, in Bandar Seri Begawan. He also visited the Omar Ali Saifuddien Mosque in Brunei. India
shares a very warm and friendly relationship with Brunei. The bilateral engagements cover multiple areas such
as Defence, Trade and Investment, Energy, Space technology, Health, Capacity Building, Culture and vibrant
people to people exchanges. India has received valuable support from Brunei in its space program, with three
MoUs with Brunei in this area. Defence is another important pillar in the bilateral cooperation. Both nations are
also working towards establishing a joint working group for cooperation in the area of defence. India has been
importing hydrocarbons from Brunei. In the long run, New Delhi would like to have more predictable supplies
with longer term contracts from Brunei, especially in the area of natural gas. Prime Minister Modi will head for
Singapore later today for the second leg of his two nation visit at the invitation of his counterpart, Lawrence
Wong. The leaders will review the progress of the India-Singapore Strategic Partnership and exchange views
on regional and global issues of mutual interest. He will be visiting Singapore after nearly six years. India has



robust defense cooperation with Singapore, and trade and investment flows have shown steady growth.
Singapore is India’s largest trade partner in ASEAN and a leading source of foreign direct investment.

PRESIDENT - MAHA VISIT: President Droupadi Murmu will inaugurate the Vishwashanti Buddha Vihara at
Udgir in Latur district of Maharashtra today. Governor CP Radhakrishnan, Chief Minister Eknath Shinde, Union
Minister Ramdas Athawale, and Deputy Chief Ministers Devendra Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar will be present on
the occasion. President will also meet the beneficiaries of the ‘Shasan Aplya Dari” and ‘Mukhyamantri Majhi
Ladki Bahin Yojna’ at the Udayagiri College grounds. President Murmu will also visit Takht Sachkhand Sri Huzur
Sahib Gurdwara in Nanded. She is on a three-day visit to Maharashtra beginning Monday.

DAC-DEFENCE : The government has given approval to proposals worth one lakh 45 thousand crore rupees
to enhance the country's defence preparedness. The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) under the
chairmanship of Defence Minister Rajnath Singh approved 10 capital acquisition proposals. The Council gave
nod to procurement of Future Ready Combat Vehicles, Air Defence Fire Control Radars, Dornier-228 aircraft,
Next Generation Fast Patrol and Offshore Patrol Vessels. Future Ready Combat Vehicles will modernise the
tank fleet of the Indian Army to effectively deal with the emerging threats in varied terrain. It is designed to
be in service for the next 35 to 45 years equipped with next-generation operational capabilities and
automation. Air Defence Fire Control Radars is able to detect and track aerial targets and provide firing
solutions. The procurement of Dornier-228 aircraft, Next Generation Fast Patrol Vessels and Next Generation
Offshore Patrol Vessels will enhance the capability of the Indian Coast Guard to carry out surveillance,
patrolling, search, rescue, and disaster relief operations.

PACS CONSULTATION: A comprehensive stakeholder consultation on the theme "Development of
Cooperative Sector: Empowering Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) for Self-Sufficiency" was held in
New Delhi yesterday. Speaking on the occasion, Secretary, Ministry of Cooperation, Dr Ashish Kumar Bhutani
said that in accordance with vision of ‘Sahkar Se Samriddhi’, the Ministry will complete the digitization process
of all PACS in the country by the end of this year or by January next year. He added that the focus on creating
two Lakh new multi-purpose PACS is with the vision to cover more and more uncovered and under covered
areas of the country. Ministry of Cooperation envisages to establish viable cooperatives in every Panchayat
with a focus to develop two lakh new PACS as dairy, and fishery cooperatives within next five years. Dr.
Bhutani said that the Ministry is geared up to procure maize at Minimum Support Price (MSP) as promised by
Union Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah. He urged all maize farmers to register themselves on Farmers’ portal
for procurement by National Cooperative Consumer Federation (NCCF) and National Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India (NAFED) under Ethanol Blending Program. He added that this will be beneficial
for both farmers and Ethanol Blending Program. The consultation concluded with a consensus on the need for
continued collaboration among stakeholders to ensure the successful implementation of the discussed
strategies.

MUMBAI-RBI: Dr. Michael D. Patra, Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), stated that a
robust finance sector is crucial for underwriting India's inclusive and sustainable future due to its role in
facilitating capital accumulation, lowering transaction costs, and managing risks. While addressing the
'Financing 3.0 Summit' organized by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) in Mumbai today, Dr. Patra
highlighted India's remarkable growth story. Dr. Patra emphasized that the role of finance in shaping and
reshaping India's future is indisputable, given the deep nexus between finance and growth. Dr. Patra outlined
five specific sectors, including infrastructure financing, micro small, and medium enterprises, skilling, climate
change, and digitization, where finance will be pivotal in supporting India's rise as a major power.Addressing
the infrastructure gap, Dr. Patra called for increased private-sector participation. The Deputy Governor noted
the ongoing under-service of the MSME sector and stressed the role of banks, fintechs, and NBFCs in meeting
its needs. Dr. Patra advocated for financing sustainability initiatives, such as the green hydrogen mission and
net-zero goals, including the use of sovereign green bonds. Dr Patra mentioned government and RBI
measures like disclosure norms for climate financing and 100% FDI for renewable energy under the automatic
route.



TELANAGANA-EDUCATION COMMISSION: The Telangana government has constituted the Telangana
Education Commission and issued a Government Order yesterday. This move comes as part of the
government's commitment to improve the quality of education in the state, particularly in the context of
declining student performance and inadequate preparation for current market demands. The newly established
Telangana Education Commission will prepare a comprehensive education policy from pre-primary classes to
the university, including technical education. The commission will focus on evolving pedagogical practices,
assessing learning outcomes and adapting to dynamic changes in the education sector to ensure that the
state's education system meets the needs of future generations. The objectives of the commission include
advising the government on policy-making, functioning as a think tank to address the changing educational
landscape, and adding value through brainstorming, pilot studies and consultations. The key areas of focus are
the universalisation of early childhood education, ensuring quality education that fosters holistic development,
enhancing employability skills through higher education and promoting egalitarian values among students to
prepare them as responsible global citizens. The commission will have a chairperson, three members
specialised in the field of education and a member-secretary of the rank of the Head of Department to
coordinate its activities. The commission will engage in extensive consultations with stakeholders, including
experts and professionals, to formulate its recommendations.

UP — WOLVES: Uttar Pradesh government has given orders to kill the wolves that are attacking people
particularly children in the districts of the tarai belt in state. Talking to media persons after conducting a
review meeting in Pilibhit district, the forest and environment minister Arun Saxena said that the government
has issued orders to kill the wolves if the forest teams are unable to catch them. The teams of forest
department have managed to catch four out of the six wolves that were captured in Drone cameras. More
than 20 teams are searching the rest of the two wolves in the jungles of Bahraich Lakhimpur and other
affected areas.

AWARDS RETURN - WEST BENGAL: Many prominent literary, theatre and film personalities of West Bengal
have announced to return the honours conferred on them by the state government over the RG Kar Hospital
issue. They include actor Sudipta Chakraborty, theatre personality Biplab Bandyopadhyay and thespian
Chandan Sen. Sudipta Chakraborty decided to return the Special Film Award conferred on her by the Mamata
Banerjee government in July 2013. In a letter to Information and Cultural Affairs department Secretary, Ms
Chakraborty said, she will keep standing on the road, demanding justice for the Kolkata rape and murder
victim. Bengali theatre personality Biplab Bandyopadhyay said that he is returning the award conferred on him
earlier this year by the Paschimbanga Natya Akademi. He alleged that the state government and police force
want to hide facts following the rape and murder of a woman doctor in RG Kar Hospital on August 9. Thespian
Chandan Sen also declared that he is returning the ‘Dinabandhu Mitra Purashkar’, an award instituted by the
Natya Akademi. One week back, a well-known theatre group in Malda district ‘Samabeta Prayas’ said it will
return 50,000 rupees state grant to protest the government’s handling of the RG Kar issue. Recently Parimal
Dey, a teacher from Alipurduar district, had returned an award given to him by West Bengal government over
RG Kar incident.

PARALYMPICS: In Paris Paralympics, India bagged 5 medals, yesterday, that took their medals tally to 20 -
the best ever in a single edition of Paralympics. Prime Minister Narendra Modi called India's Paralympic
champions to congratulate them. In a social media post, Mr Modi said India is proud of its athletes. Before the
Paris Paralympics, India's best performance was 19 medals in Tokyo 2020. Earlier, yesterday, Deepthi Jeevaniji
won Bronze in women's 400m T20 race, Sharad Kumar bagged Silver and Mariyappan Thangavelu got Bronze
in the Men's High Jump - T63. In men's javelin F46, India claimed two medals with Ajeet Singh's Silver and
Sundar Gurjar's Bronze. Moreover, India have won a total of 20 medals, that includes 3 gold, 8 silver and 9
bronze.



