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PM — CROP : Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the government is committed to
empowering farmers of the nation. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that today he released 109
high-yielding crop varieties at India Agricultural Research Institute in New Delhi. He further added
that the climate-friendly and high-yielding varieties of crops will boost the income of farmers. The
109 varieties of 61 crops include 34 field crops and 27 horticultural crops. Among the field crops,
seeds of various cereals including millets, forage crops, oilseeds, pulses, sugarcane, cotton, fiber, and
other potential crops were released. The horticultural crops will cover different varieties of fruits,
vegetables, plantation crops, tubers, spices, flowers, and medicinal plants. On the occasion, the
Prime Minister also interacted with the farmers and scientists. Discussing the importance of these
new crop varieties, Mr Modi stressed on the significance of value addition in agriculture. The farmers
said that these new varieties will be highly beneficial as they will help reduce their expenditure and
also have a positive impact on the environment. The Prime Minister also discussed the importance of
millets and underlined how people are moving towards nutritious food. He also talked about the
benefits of natural farming and the increasing faith of common people towards organic farming. The
farmers appreciated the efforts undertaken by the government for promoting natural farming. Prime
Minister suggested that Krishi Vigyan Kendras should proactively inform farmers about the benefits of



the new varieties being developed every month to enhance awareness about their benefits. Mr Modi
also lauded the scientists for the development of these new crop varieties. The scientists informed
that they have been working in line with the suggestion given by Prime Minister to bring unutilised
crops into the mainstream. Later addressing media, Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan said that today is a historic day for farmers as the 109 varieties of 61
crops which have been released will help increase farmers' income, enhance production and reduce
costs. Mr Chouhan said that the seeds of these crops are climate friendly and can yield good crop
even in adverse weather. He also informed that these varieties are rich in nutrition. Our
correspondent also spoke to some of the farmers who attended the programme. They expressed
condfidence that such crops will help increase their income.

JAISHANKAR — MALDIVES : External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has said that the cooperation
between Indian and Maldives has moved beyond the traditional role as Maldives is a key partner in
the Indian Ocean region. Inaugurating the Addu Reclamation Project and Addu Shore Protection
Project in Maldives, Dr Jaishankar said, our development cooperation is aimed at touching all facets
of people's lives in Maldives and to find ways of bringing tangible benefits to them. He said, India has
partnered with the Government of Maldives on the Addu Reclamation and Shore Protection Project to
find a sustainable way to develop Addu as a regional hub. Dr Jaishankar said, this ambitious program
of 80 million US dollar involves reclamation for tourism development purposes as well as for the
overall economic development of Addu. The Minister said, this will translate in overall growth for the
region, bringing in better opportunities for employment, entrepreneurship and trade. Dr Jaishankar
added that in the last few years, India has invested around 220 million US dollar in Addu, which will
provide a fair idea of the importance that India attaches to regional development in Maldives.

IFS MISRI NEPAL VISIT : Foreign Secretary of India Vikram Misri, who is on a two-day Nepal visit,
met President Ramchandra Paudel and Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli today. Foreign Secretary Misri
called on President Ramchandra Paudel at Sheetal Niwas, Kathmandu, the Office of the President,
this afternoon. While conveying greetings of the Indian leadership, Misri discussed ways to
strengthen further India-Nepal ties across all sectors. Kiran Pokharel, the press adviser to the
President said, Paudel stressed on the need for the two countries working in collaboration on issues
like climate change and global warming. Later in the day, he met the Prime Minister of Nepal, K.P.
Sharma Oli at the Prime Minister’s Office at Singha Durbar. the Embassy of India in Kathmandu said,
Misri reaffirmed India and Nepal’s civilizational, close and multifaceted relationship and discussed
ways to provide an impetus to various sectors of bilateral cooperation. In keeping with Prime Minister
of India Narendra Modi's call of Ek Ped Ma ke Naam, Foreign Secretary Misri planted a sapling of Nili
Gulmohar on the premises of the Embassy of India in Kathmandu today. Foreign Secretary Misri
arrived in Kathmandu today on a two-day Nepal visit at the invitation of his Nepali counterpart Sewa
Lamsal. During his visit, he is scheduled to hold discussions with the finance minister, urban
development minister, and foreign minister of Nepal. In a statement, Indian Embassy in Kathmandu
said, this visit underscores India’s commitment to its relationship with Nepal, a key element of its
Neighborhood First policy.

PARIS OLYMPICS CLOSING : Paris Olympics 2024 comes to an end with the glittering closing
ceremony at Stade de France. India, with a total of 6 medals, including one silver and five bronze
medals, finished at the 71st spot in the overall medal tally, which is significantly lower than their 48th
overall finish at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, where they won a total of 7 medals, including one gold,
two silver, and four bronze medals. Last day at the quadrennial extravaganza, Netherlands' Sifan
Hassan won gold in the women's marathon in a sprint finish to claim her third medal The 31-year-old
accelerated in the final 200 metres to cross the line in an Olympic record two hours 22 minutes 55



seconds, three seconds ahead of Ethiopian Tigst Assefa who won silver medal. Hassan's victory
came only two days after she won bronze in the 10,000m and six days after 5,000m bronze. Kenya's
Hellen Obiri finished third. Where as Ethiopia’s Tamirat Tola claimed men’s marathon gold. The
United States came out on top in the Olympic medal count with a stunning total of 126 medals,
including forty gold. China also with forty gold came in second in the total medal tally with 91. Japan
came third with 45 medals including 20 gold and Australia came 4th with 18 gold and overall tally of
53.

TN-ACCIDENT : In Tamilnadu, five students of a private engineering college near Chennai were
killed and two students were injured in an accident today evening at Tiruvallur . The accident
occurred when the car in which they were travelling was hit by a Rajasthan bound lorry at the
Chennai - Tirupati National Highway. All the students belonging to Ongole in Andhra Pradesh had
gone to spend the weekend at their native place and were on their way back to Chennai . Police have
registered a case and an inquiry is being conducted.

TELANGANA - HAR GHAR TIRANGA : Union Coal, Mines Minister G Kishan Reddy has launched
the Tiranga Rally in Hyderabad. Speaking to the media on the occasion, he announced the
commencement of the Independence Day celebrations. Mr Reddy said Independence Day festival has
been organised on a grand scale with the support of the central government for the last three years.
He urged people, especially students and voluntary organisations to protect the country’s integrity
and national unity while educating the youth about the history of India’s independence celebrations.
Noting the Prime Minister’s call for every household to hoist the national flag under the “Har Ghar
Tiranga” initiative, he noted that around 23 crore people hoisted the national flag at their residence
during the 75th anniversary of independence. He also urged the public to continue the same spirit for
this year’s Independence Day also. The festival, including the Tiranga Yatra, will continue till August
15. Reddy also appealed to the Telugu people to actively participate in the national Independence
Day festivities and urged everyone to hoist the national flag at their homes.

PM - MANN KI BAAT : Prime Minister Narendra Modi will share his thoughts with the people of the
country and abroad in the Mann Ki Baat programme on Akashwani on 25th of this month. It will be
the 113" episode of the monthly radio programme. People can submit their ideas and suggestions for
the upcoming programme through the toll free number 1800-11-7800. People can also share their
input online via the Narendra Modi App or the MyGov Open Forum. All suggestion for the upcoming
episode will be accepted till 23rd of this month. The Mann Ki Baat programme will be broadcast on
the entire network of Akashwani and Doordarshan, AIR News website and newsonair mobile app. It
will also be live streamed on the YouTube channels of the AIR News, DD News, PMO and Information
and Broadcasting Ministry. Akashwani will broadcast the programme in regional languages
immediately after the Hindi broadcast.

IMD — FORECAST : The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy rainfall over
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, East Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya and Bihar during next seven days. It has also predicted light to moderate rainfall over
West and Central India. The weather office has also forecast heavy rainfall over Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
North Interior Karnataka during next five days. Meanwhile, the National Capital Delhi also received
light to moderate rainfall, making the weather pleasant. Delhihites have also received respite from
humid weather.



