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PM-DEPARTURE STATEMENT : Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that Poland is a key economic
partner in Central Europe. He said, India and Poland mutual commitment to democracy and pluralism



further reinforces relationship between the two nations. The Prime Minister departed to Poland this
morning. In his departure statement ahead of his official visit to Poland and Ukraine, the Prime Minister
said, his visit to Poland comes as both the countries mark 70 years of their diplomatic relations. The
Prime Minister said, he is looking forward to meeting his friend Prime Minister Donald Tusk and
President Andrzej Duda to further advance partnership. He said, he will also engage with the members
of the vibrant Indian community in Poland. The Prime Minister said, he will be visiting Ukraine at the
invitation of President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and this is the first-ever visit by an Indian Prime Minister to
Ukraine. He said he is look forward to the opportunity to build upon earlier conversations with
President Zelenskyy on strengthening bilateral cooperation and share perspectives on peaceful
resolution of the ongoing Ukraine conflict. He expressed hope for an early return of peace and stability
in the region. He said, he is confident that the visit will serve as a natural continuation of extensive
contacts with the two countries and help create the foundation for stronger and more vibrant relations
in the years ahead. DF DF

KERALA-RAIN : IMD has issued Orange alert in six districts of Kerala today, indicating isolated heavy
to very heavy rainfall. Orange alert has been issued in Pathanamthitta, Kottayam, Idukki, Malappuram,
Kozhikode and Wayanad districts. The Weather Department has asked fishemen not to venture into
the sea, as squally weather with windspeed reaching up to 55 kmph is likely to prevail along and off
the coast of Kerala and Lakshadweep. Meanwhile, the district authorities in Pathanamthitta said water
from Muzhiyar dam and Maniyar barrage is likely to be released to adjust the water level, following
heavy rain in the catchment areas. Those living along the banks of Kakkattar and Pampa have been
asked to remain alert.

SRILANKA-POLLS : In Sri Lanka, a special discussion regarding the creation of a new political party
for the parliamentarians representing the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna (SLPP), who have expressed
support to President Ranil Wickremesinghe at the upcoming Presidential poll was held in Colombo
yesterday. Over 100 SLPP MPs, who have expressed support to President Ranil Wickremesinghe at the
forthcoming Presidential Election, participated in this meeting chaired by Prime Minister Dinesh
Gunawardena and Chief Government Whip and Minister Prasanna Ranatunga. Several names have
been proposed for the new political party. Further, the Parliamentarians decided to act according to the
constitution for the new political party. Meanwhile, Presidential candidate of SLPP Namal Rajapaksa is
commencing his campaign with an inaugural rally in Anuradhapura later today afternoon

HARYANA-BHARAT BANDH: The Bharat Bandh called by Reservation Bachao Sangharsh Samiti to
protest the Supreme Court's recent ruling on Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST)
reservations failed to get response in Haryana and Chandigarh. As per reports, no impact of Bharat
Bandh was seen in Jind, Rewari, Ambala, Sirsa, Rohtak, Kathal, Panipat, Kurukshetra, Karnal and UT
Chandigarh. The markets are open and vehicles are plying on roads as usual. Educational institutions,
government offices, banks, and petrol pumps are working as usual. There is no impact on essential
services such as medical care, drinking water, public transport, rail services, etc. The State
government has made adequate security arrangements to maintain law and order in view of the Bharat
Bandh call.

IRAN - PILGRIMS DEATH : A bus carrying Shiite pilgrims from Pakistan to Iraq crashed in central
Iran, killing at least 28 people last night. The bus had 51 pilgrims for Arbaeen, a significant Shiite
observance commemorating the 40th day after the martyrdom of Imam Hussein. About two million
Shia Muslim pilgrims are currently taking part in the annual pilgrimage, which spans about 80km from
Najaf to Karbala in Irag. In a separate incident early today, a bus crash in Sistan and Baluchestan
province resulted in six fatalities and 18 injuries. Iran's road safety issues are well-documented, with
the country experiencing approximately 17,000 traffic fatalities annually due to poor adherence to



traffic laws, unsafe vehicles, and insufficient emergency response in rural areas.

INDIA-EU CONFERENCE : Ambassador of the European Union to India Hervé Delphin has called on
for a joint and regional effort to tackle the challenges posed by terrorism and exploration of internet
for extremist propaganda. Addressing the gathering at EU-India conference in New Delhi today, Mr
Delphin highlighted that EU has a longstanding commitment and substantial experience in addressing
the challenges posed by extremist and terrorist content online. He noted that the online network can
reflect both the bright and dark sides of human activities. The European Union, in collaboration with
Global Counter-Terrorism Council and Ministry of External Affairs has organized a two-day EU-India
Track 1.5 Conference on combating terrorist content online. This regional conference aims to address
the multifaceted challenges posed by violent extremism in the digital sphere. It seeks to enhance
counter-terrorism dialogues and partnerships in the region, consistent with the EU's Indo-Pacific
Strategy, which foresees a deeper and stronger engagement with partners that share common goals
and face common challenges. The meeting will delve into topics such as the current context regarding
processes of radicalization in online spaces, especially on smaller and decentralized platforms. It will
bring together experts, policymakers, academia and law enforcement officials from South Asia and
Europe, who are at the forefront of the fight against digital extremism.

GOVT - LATERAL ENTRY :Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) has cancelled the advertisement
related to lateral entry in the bureaucracy following the directions from the Department of Personnel
and Training. Earlier yesterday, the government asked the UPSC to cancel the advertisement related to
lateral entry in the bureaucracy. This comes a few days after UPSC issued an advertisement to appoint
45 Joint Secretaries, Directors, and Deputy Secretaries in Central Ministries, which was questioned by
the opposition parties. Union Minister for the Department of Personnel and Training, Dr. Jitendra
Singh, has written a letter to UPSC Chairman Preeti Sudan, saying that Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
of the firm belief that the process of lateral entry must be aligned with the principles of equity and
social justice enshrined in the Constitution, particularly concerning the provisions of reservation. The
Minister said that for the Prime Minister, reservation in public employment is a cornerstone of the
government's social justice framework, aimed at addressing historical injustices and promoting
inclusivity. Dr. Singh said it is important that the constitutional mandate towards social justice is upheld
so that deserving candidates from marginalized communities get their rightful representation in
government services. He added that since lateral entry positions have been treated as specialized and
designated as single-cadre posts, there has been no provision for reservation in these appointments,
and this aspect needs to be reviewed and reformed in the context of Mr. Modi's focus on ensuring
social justice. In his letter, Dr. Singh highlighted that lateral entry was endorsed by the Second
Administrative Reforms Commission chaired by Veerappa Moily in 2005. The recommendations of the
Sixth Pay Commission in 2013 were also in the same direction. The Minister, however, added that both
before and after that, there have been many high-profile cases of lateral entrants. He also said that
during previous governments, posts as important as that of Secretary in various ministries and
leadership of UIDAI were given to lateral entrants without following any process of reservations.
Responding on the issue, Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said that the
decision to align lateral entry with principles of reservation shows Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
commitment to social justice. Mr Vaishnaw said that the Prime Minister always believed in social justice
and his programmes have advanced the welfare of the weakest sections of the society. Minister also
said, during the UPA government principles of reservation were not taken into consideration.




