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DAY PREZ- GOVERNORS CONFERENCE : The two-day Conference of Governors began at

Rashtrapati Bhavan today. President Droupadi Murmu is presiding over the conference. This is the
first Conference of Governors being presided over by President Droupadi Murmu. Governors of all



States are attending the Conference. Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and several Union Ministers including Amit Shah, Dharmendra Pradhan, Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
Ashwini Vaishnaw and Dr Mansukh Mandaviya will also attend the conference. The Vice Chairman
and CEO of NITI Aayog and other senior officials from the PMO, and Cabinet Secretariat in the Home
Affairs Ministry will also participate. The agenda of the Conference includes the implementation of
three criminal laws, reforms in higher education and accreditation of universities, and the
development of focus areas development like tribal areas, aspirational districts and blocks and border
areas, role of Governors in campaigns like MYBharat, Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat and Ek Vriksha Maa
ke Naam and natural farming. Enhancing public connect and role of Governors in better coordination
between various central agencies in the state is also part of agenda. Governors will deliberate these
agenda items in various breakaway groups. In the concluding session, these groups will make
presentation before the President, Vice President, Prime Minister and other participants.

OLYMPICS - DAY 7 SCHEDULE : From shooting, archery and badminton to judo, hockey and
athletics, the day 7 promises to be action-packed for Indian contingent at Paris Olympics,
2024.India's star shuttler Lakshya Sen will eye for semi-finals spot as he will be facing 12 seeded
Chinese Taipei Chou Tien Chen in the quarter-finals of Men's Singles Badminton today at 06:30 PM
IST. Sen is currently the only surviving Indian badminton player at the Olympics. On the other hand,
two-time Bronze medalist at this Olympics, Manu Bhaker, will begin her campaign in the women’s
25m pistol shooting event qualification round at 12:30 PM. In Men's Hockey, the Team India, who
have already qualified for the quarterfinals, will take on Australia in pool match at the Yves-du-
Manoir Stadium this evening at 04:45 PM. In Judo, India's Tulika Maan will take on Cuba’s Idalys
Ortiz in the women’s +78 kilograms round of 32 match at 2:12 PM. All matches in the women’s +78
kilograms category, including the final, will be held today. In Archery Mixed Team event, Indian duo
of Dhiraj Bommadevara and Ankita Bhakat will be in action against Indonesia’s Diananda Choirunisa
and Arif Pangestu in the round of 16 at 01:00 PM. In Athletics, Parul Chaudhary will take on stacked
fields in the women's 5000 meters qualification rounds at 09:40 PM while Tajinderpal Singh Toor will
be competing in men’s shot put qualifying round at 11:40 PM. Indian golfers Gaganjeet Bhullar and
Shubhankar Sharma and sailors Nethra Kumanan and Vishnu Saravanan will also be in action in their
respective competitions.

EC — JHARKHAND : Ahead of the 2024 assembly elections, the Election Commission has instructed
Jharkhand government to transfer out officers posted in their home states as well as those who have
served in a particular place for three years. No officer connected directly with the elections will be
allowed to continue in the present district of posting if she or he is posted in her or his home district.
In a letter addressed to Chief Secretary, the Election Commission said the state government has to
submit its report in this regard by 20th of August. The state government has also to ensure that
officials with political leanings do not interfere with the electoral process and do not disturb the level-
playing field.

KERALA-WAYANAD : In Kerala, with the launch of the 190 ft long Bailey bridge across the rivulet
at Chooralmala last evening, more men and machinery are being moved to the landslide hit areas of
Wayanad district this morning. The death toll in the calamity has risen to 281. over 180 people
injured in the landslide are undergoing treatment in various hospitals. 107 persons are still missing.
Over 7000 persons have been shifted to 70 relief camps in the district. More from out Kochi " The
landslide hit area is experiencing heavy rain this morning, which has caused some delay in launch of
the search operations. The affected area has been divided into six zones, where 40 teams will be
engaged to look out for more bodies among the debris. The first zone comprises Attamala and



Aranmala areas, while the second zone is Mundakkai, and the third zone, Punchirimattom. Search
operations will also take place at Vellarmala Village Road, which has been designated as the fourth
zone. The fifth zone is the Vellarmala Government HIgher Secondary School area and the sixth, the
downstream areas of the small river. Besides the armed forces and the NDRF and other agencies,
each team will have three local people and a forest official. Dog squads are also being utilised for the
search operations. Meanwhile, the authorities are also on the lookout on a 40 km stretch along
Chaliyar river for more bodies. With Arun Vincent in Wayanad, Raj Mohan, Akashvani News, Kochi

BIDEN KERALA CONDOLENCES : US President Joe Biden has expressed his deepest condolences
on the deadly landslides in Wayanad, Kerala. In a statement released yesterday, Mr Biden extended
his and his wife's deepest condolences to all those affected by the deadly landslides. He said, their
prayers are with the victims of this tragic event, and they mourn with the families who have lost their
loved ones.

TN-ACCIDENT : Three pilgrims were Kkilled in an accident at the Sattur-Kovilpatti National Highway
early this morning. Fifty pilgrims from Sankarankovil were on a pilgrimage to Irukkankudi temple by
road at the National Highway when a lorry from Tirunelveli to Madurai ran berserk and hit them.
Three pilgrims were killed on the spot and the lorry driver was arrested. Further inquiry is being
conducted by the police.

NIGERIA-EXPLOSION : In Nigeria, at least 16 people were killed and 20 others were injured after
a deadly explosion at a local night market in the northeastern state of Borno on late Wednesday.
Police officials in Borno said, the deadly explosion took place following the detonation of an
improvised explosive device, allegedly by the Boko Haram terror group, at a marketplace in Kawuri, a
town in the Kondauga local government area of the state. The police said a team of security
personnel was immediately deployed to the scene to cordon off the area from further explosions
while restoring normalcy. The police have imposed a 24-hour curfew across the state. It said, the
curfew was a measure to prevent further loss of lives and property and to allow security agencies to
maintain control and ensure public safety and that the residents were expected to stay indoors and
avoid any unnecessary movements during the curfew period.

REV. KEDARNATH YATRA SUSPENDED : In Uttarakhand, the Kedarnath Yatra has been
temporarily halted due to landslides on the trekking path. Meanwhile, a coordinated effort by SDRF,
NDRF, DDRF, Police and District Administration has successfully evacuated over 2000 people
stranded along the Yatra route. Approximately 425 people from Bhimbali, Rambada and Lincholi were
airlifted, while 1,100 others between Sonprayag and Bhimbali were safely rerouted yesterday. Chief
Minister Puskar Singh Dhami conducted an aerial inspection of the affected area. He also held a
ground inspection and took an overview of the various arrangements at the rescue camps. Heavy
rains on Wednesday night caused heavy damage to roads, footbridges, power and water lines, and
agricultural land in the state.

PM-UTTARAKHAND-DISASTER : Prime Minister Narendra Modi is closely monitoring the situation
arising from heavy rains and the ensuing disaster. The Prime Minister's Office has been informed of
the entire situation. The Air Force has deployed Chinook and MI-17 helicopters for rescue operations,
and three ATF tankers have been sent. The Prime Minister’s Office has assured full support following

US ISRAEL TALKS : US President Joe Biden discussed new American military deployments to
counter Iranian threats of direct attack against Israel during a call with Israeli Prime Minister



Benjamin Netanyahu last night. The White House said in a statement after the call that President
Biden reaffirmed his commitment to Israel's security against all threats from Iran, including its proxy
terrorist groups Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Houthis. Together with this commitment to Israel's
defence, the US President also stressed the importance of ongoing efforts to de-escalate broader
tensions in the region. US Vice President Kamala Harris also joined the call. Meanwhile, the Israeli
army has geared up for any Iranian assault against Israel after the assassination of Hamas political
leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran on Wednesday. Sources in the Israeli Defence Minister's office said
after Iranian supreme leader Ali Khamenei's remarks about a retaliatory attack on Israel to avenge
the killing of Haniyeh, the Israel Defense Forces has prepared itself for any eventuality.

SWAPNIL KUSALE-PROMOTION : Indian shooter Swapnil Kusale, who bagged a bronze medal in
the Paris Olympics, has been given a promotion by the Central Railway on account of his outstanding
achievement. The General Manager approved the first out-of-turn promotion to Swapnil Kusale
yesterday, who currently works in Group C. After the promotion, he will be working on a Group B
Gazetted cadre. Currently Swapnil Kusale is working as a Ticket Checker in Pune division of the
Central Railway.

CRICKET : In Cricket, first One Day International of the three-match series between India and Sri
Lanka will be played in Colombo today. The match will begin at 02:30 PM at R. Premadasa Stadium.
Star Indian batters Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli will be seen again in the action in blue jersey. Rohit
Sharma led squad will aim for another cleansweep, as the young team India defeated the hosts 3-nil
in the recently held T20 series.

BIHAR CBI CHARGESHEET : The CBI has filed its first chargesheet against 13 accused in NEET-UG
entrance examination paper leak case in Bihar. The agency said, it has filed cases against
mastermind of the paper leak scam Manish Prakash, Sikander Yadvendu and 11 others under
sections 120-B, 201, 409, 380, 411, 420 and 109 of the IPC. In the NEET-UG paper leak case the
Economic Offence Unit (EOU) of Bihar police had busted an organized inter-state gang.



