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SHUKLA MP-II 26.08.2024
INDIA - SINGAPORE ROUNDTABLE

The 2nd India-Singapore Ministerial Roundtable (ISMR), aimed at
further strengthening trade and economic ties between the two countries,
will be held in Singapore today. Four union ministers - Nirmala Sitharaman,
Piyush Goyal, S Jaishankar and Ashwini Vaishnaw, will attend the meet.
During their visit, the ministers will interact with their Singaporean
counterparts and leadership. The ISMR is a unique mechanism established to
set a new agenda for India-Singapore bilateral relations. Its inaugural
meeting was held in New Delhi in September 2022. This second meeting will
enable both sides to review various aspects of their strategic partnership and
identify new avenues to further elevate and broaden it.

Singapore has been a major source of FDI (foreign direct investment)
for India. In 2023-24, Singapore was the largest source of these inflows with
11.77 billion dollar investments into Indian markets. The cumulative inflow of
FDI from Singapore from April 2000 to March 2024 was 159.94 billion dollars.

In bilateral trade, Singapore was the sixth largest global trade partner
of India in 2023-24 with a total trade of 35.61 billion dollars which accounts
approximately 29 per cent of India's total trade with ASEAN (Association for
Southeast Asian nations). India's exports stood at 14.41 billion dollars, while
imports were 21.2 billion dollars. The trade gap is in the favour of Singapore.

Various Sources/0412

SHUKLA MP-1 26.08.2024
BRAZIL FM-INDIA VISIT



Foreign Affairs Minister of Brazil, Mauro Vieira, has arrived in New Delhi
yesterday evening on a four-day visit to India. External Affairs Ministry (MEA)
said, Foreign Minister Vieira's visit will provide further impetus to the strategic
partnership between India and Brazil. External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
and Mr. Vieira will co-chair the 9th India-Brazil Joint Commission Meeting
tomorrow. The MEA said, with Brazil holding the G20 Presidency this year,
the ministers will also discuss how the two countries, as Troika, can advance
key G20 outcomes from the Indian Presidency last year. The Ministry added
that India and Brazil share a multifaceted relationship rooted in shared
values. It also said that the forthcoming visit of Foreign Minister Vieira will
provide an opportunity to further strengthen the strategic partnership
established in 2006 and explore new avenues of cooperation in bilateral,
regional, and multilateral arenas across diverse sectors.
CB/ANUPAM/0346
ANKIT DP-I 26.08.2024
SITHARAMAN - FATF

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman met former Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) President T. Raja Kumar in Singapore today. She
congratulated Mr. Kumar on the successful completion of his tenure as FATF
President. In the meeting, the Finance Minister also appreciated the former
FATF President for his fair conduct of the FATF proceedings, particularly
during the discussions and adoption of India’s Mutual Evaluation Report.

They also exchanged views on the future of FATF and India’s role
within the organization.

SAKLEN/0935
ANKIT DP-I 26.08.2024

RAJNATH-US VISIT

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh visited the National Civil Rights
Museum yesterday and interacted with the Indian community in Memphis,
Tennessee on the last day of his tour to the US. Interacting with the Indian
diaspora from Memphis, Atlanta, and Nashville, Mr. Singh lauded the
achievements of the Indian community and their contribution to society,
science and economy. He described them as a living bridge between India
and US, fostering close relations and goodwill. He also acknowledged the



efforts of the Indian community in establishing an exhibit of Mahatma Gandhi
and placing two honorary Gandhi Way street signals near the National Civil
Rights Museum on the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi in 2019.
The National Civil Rights Museum traces the history of the civil rights
movement in the US from the 17th century, and is built around the site of the
assassination of Martin Luther King Junior in 1968. It also has a bust of
Mahatma Gandhi, acknowledging his inspiration for non-violent struggle.

<><><> Bhupendra/1026
SHUKLA:AASHISH MP-II 26.08.2024
REV. INS MUMBAI

The Indian Navy’s warship, INS Mumbai, reached Colombo today for a
three-day visit with the Sri Lanka Navy ceremonially receiving the ship. This
visit marks INS Mumbai’s first visit to a Sri Lankan port and the eighth visit by
an Indian Navy ship to Sri Lanka in 2024.

During its stay, INS Mumbai will deliver essential spare parts for the
Dornier maritime patrol aircraft operated by the Sri Lanka Air Force.

The visit will include a familiarization tour of INS Mumbai for Sri Lanka
Navy personnel, aimed at sharing operational practices. Additionally, the
ship’s Commanding Officer will meet with Rear Admiral WDCU
Kumarasinghe, Commander of the Western Naval Area.

As part of the visit, INS Mumbai will conduct joint activities with the Sri
Lanka Navy, including sports events, yoga sessions, and a beach cleaning
initiative. The visit is categorized as an Operational Turn Around, during
which the ship will replenish fuel and provisions. The crew will also have the
opportunity to visit local sites in Colombo and Galle. The ship is scheduled to
depart Sri Lanka on 29th of August.

INS Mumbai, commissioned into the Indian Navy on January 22, 2001,
is the third of the Delhi-class destroyers and was built at Mazagon Dock
Limited in Mumbai. The ship recently completed a mid-life upgrade and
rejoined the Eastern Naval Command in Visakhapatnam on December 8,
2023.

DR. AHMED MUYEEN FAROOQI/COLOMBO/MAIL/0747

ANKIT DP-I 26.08.2024

BIP-J&K LIST



The BJP today released a list of 44 candidates for the upcoming Jammu
and Kashmir assembly elections. Party has given ticket to Javed Ahmad Qadri
from Shopian, Arshid Bhat from Rajpora, Mohd Rafig Wani from Anantnag
West, Advocate Syed Wazahat from Anantnag, SushriShagun Parihar from
Kishtwar, and Gajay Singh Rana from Doda. Rakesh Thakurwill contest from
Ramban seat, Salim Bhat from Banihal, Kuldeep Raj Dubey fromReasi, and
Rohit Dubey from Shri Mata Vaishno Devi seat. Pawan Gupta has beengiven
a ticket from Udhampur West, Yudhvir Sethi from Jammu East, Arvind
Guptafrom Jammu West, and Sham Lal Sharma from Jammu North.

The assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir will be held in three
phases beginning from 18th of next month. The counting will take place on
the 4th of October for the 90-member Assembly constituencies of Jammu and
Kashmir.

<><><> Bhupendra/1040
ANKIT DP-II 26.08.2024

SOUTH KOREA-MPOX

In South Korea, eleven Mpox cases have been reported so far this year,
but all detected cases were the less deadly Clade II variant. The Korea
Disease Control and Prevention Agency said, the latest case was reported last
month, adding that health authorities have bolstered screening at borders to
cope with the deadly new variant. South Korea had reported 151 Mpox cases
last year.

The majority of patients were males in the greater Seoul area, with
close skin contact being the primary route of infection. The agency noted
that, unlike respiratory illnesses, Mpox is unlikely to be transmitted through
everyday activities and asked the public to maintain basic sanitary measures.
The agency added that the government will continue to monitor for the
possible influx of variants from overseas.

South Korea has made it mandatory for arrivals visiting eight African
nations, Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, Ethiopia, the Central African Republic,
Kenya, Congo, and the Republic of the Congo, to report to officials if they
exhibit symptoms related to Mpox, such as fever, muscle aches, and swollen
lymph nodes.

This comes as the World Health Organization recently declared Mpox a
global health emergency, with 14 countries in Africa seeing an outbreak.

The outbreak in Africa is majorly driven by Clade 1b, which is more
virulent and deadly. It is also causing more infections among children. So far,



outside of Africa, Clade 1b has spread only to Sweden in Europe and Thailand
in Asia.

SWATI/NET/1107

ANKIT DP-II 26.08.2024
PAK-GUNMEN

In Pakistan, at least 23 people were killed in Balochistan's Musakhel's
district, about 317 km from Quetta, as gunmen shot at trucks and bus
passengers after checking their identities. According to Assistant
Commissioner Musakhail Najeeb Kakar, armed men blocked the
inter-provincial highway in Musakhel and offloaded passengers from trucks
and buses and fired at them after checking their identities. The deceased
were identified as belonging to Pakistan's Punjab province.

Media reports said, the armed men also set fire to 10 vehicles. Police
officials have reached the spot.

SWATI/NET/1130
ANKIT::DIVYA DP-II 26.08.2024
BANGLADESH: INJURED PEOPLE

In Bangladesh, at least, 30 people were injured when clashes broke out
between students and protesting Ansar personnel near the Central
Secretariat in Dhaka on Sunday night. The clash started after 9 pm, following
reports that key figures from the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement
including Sarjis Alam and Hasnat Abdullah are under siege at the Secretariat.
As the news spread, students from several halls of Dhaka University gathered
and marched towards the Secretariat area, demanding the release of the
coordinators. Earlier on Sunday afternoon, a paramilitary auxiliary force,
'Bangladesh Ansar' personnel had blockaded the Secretariat complex,
preventing any entry or exit for indefinite time demanding the nationalization
of their jobs.

The situation quickly escalated as a confrontation broke out between
the students and Ansar men. Both sides engaged in back-and-forth chases,
leading to violent clashes. Police at the scene tried to control the situation,
reports United News of Bangladesh (UNB). According to the sources, around
10 pm, Bangladesh Army personnel went to the spot and brought the
situation under control.

Navalsang Parmar/ Dhaka/MAIL/1027 HRS.

KGS EP-1 25.08.2024
IMD - RAINFALL



India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast extremely heavy
rainfall in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Konkan, Goa, Gujarat Region,
Saurashtra, and Kutch for tomorrow. According to IMD, very heavy rainfall is
also likely over Odisha, Jharkhand, and Coastal Karnataka. The weather
agency predicted heavy rainfall for Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh Punjab, and Haryana. IMD forecasts the same for Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, and Andaman and Nicobar
Islands.
<><>ABHISHEK/2042



