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PM - RAKSHA BANDHAN : Prime Minister Narendra Modi has extended greetings to all citizens on
the occasion of Raksha Bandhan. In a social media post, the Prime Minister wished that this holy
festival would bring sweetness in relationships, happiness, prosperity and good fortune in people's
lives.

VP - RAKSHA BANDHAN : Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar has greeted people on the occasion of
Raksha Bandhan. In a social media post, Mr. Dhankhar said that this festival, a celebration of the
sacred bond between brothers and sisters, signifies the commitment to support and cherish one
another. On this auspicious occasion, the Vice President urged everyone to commit to upholding the
dignity and respect of women, fostering an environment where they can thrive and fully realize their
potential.

PADMA AWARDEE DOCTORS: Over 70 Padma-awardee doctors have written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi seeking his personal intervention in the case connected to the rape and murder of a
junior doctor at the RG Kar Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata last week. Doctors said, such acts
of brutality shake the very foundations of service by medical professionals and highlight the urgent
need to address violence, particularly against women, girls, and healthcare professionals. The doctors
also urged the Prime Minister to take strong measures to prevent such atrocities from re-occurring.
They called upon the law enforcement agencies, policymakers, and the society at large to take
immediate and decisive action.

MOS- REVIEW : Union Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting and Parliamentary Affairs
Dr. L. Murugan is reviewing the various units of the Ministry in Chennai today. Regional heads of the
units from Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana are participating in the



review meeting, which is being held at the respective offices of PIB, CBC, Akashvani, and
Doordarshan.

J&K - ASSEMBLY ELECTION : The notification for the first phase of the general elections to the
Legislative Assembly of Jammu and Kashmir will be issued tomorrow. Akashvani Jammu
Correspondent reports that 24 assembly constituencies in the Anantnag, Shopian, Kulgam, Ramban,
Kishtwar, and Doda districts will go to the polls in the first phase. The last date for submission of
nominations for this phase will be 27 August, followed by the scrutiny of nominations the next day.
The last date for withdrawal of candidatures is 30 August, and polling will be held on 18 September.
Meanwhile, the final electoral rolls for the upcoming assembly elections in the Union Territory are
likely to be issued tomorrow, with the humber of voters expected to be close to 90 lakhs. The lists,
detailing areas and electorates, will be of particular significance this time, as the boundaries of many
assembly constituencies have been changed following the delimitation exercise and the increase in
the number of assembly seats from 83 to 90. Over two million voters, around 21 lakh, are young
adults aged between 20 and 29. Out of 90 assembly constituencies in J&K, 74 are general, 7 are
reserved for SC candidates, and 9 are reserved for ST candidates. There will be a total of 87.09 lakh
voters in Jammu and Kashmir, of which 44.46 lakh are male, 42.62 lakh are female, 3.71 lakh are
first-time voters, and 20.7 lakh are young voters.

ASHWINI VAISHNAW - LATERAL ENTRY : Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw has termed the Congress criticism of lateral entry in bureaucracy as hypocrisy. Recently,
the Union Public Service Commission issued an advertisement to appoint 45 Joint Secretaries,
Directors and Deputy Secretaries in Central Ministries which has been questioned by the opposition
parties. In a social media post, Mr. Vaishnaw said that it was the Congress led UPA government
which developed the concept of lateral entry. He added that the second Administrative Reforms
Commission chaired by Congress leader Veerappa Moily in 2005 had recommended recruitment of
experts to fill the gaps in roles that require specialised knowledge.

DAY SITHARAMAN - REVIEW MEET : Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is chairing the
meeting to review performance of Public Sector Banks on various parameters in New Delhi.
Secretary, Department of Financial Services Dr. Vivek Joshi, Managing Directors and Chief Executive
Officer of Public Sector Banks and other senior officials are attending the meeting. During the
meeting, Ms Sitharaman along with other participants will review deposit growth, the credit-to-
deposit ratio, and asset quality, which are vital indicators of the banks’ health. The Finance Minister
will also evaluate the performance of Public Sector Banks under government initiatives such as PM
Awas Yojana, PM Surya Ghar and PM Vishwakarma schemes. This is Ms Sitharaman’s first review
meeting of such banks after assuming charge as Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister in the Modi
3.0 government. In the evening, Finance Minister Sitharaman will also review the performance of
Regional Rural Banks.

PREZ - SHANKER DAYAL: President Droupadi Murmu today paid floral tributes to former President
Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma on his birth anniversary at Rashtrapati Bhavan. The President and officials
of Rashtrapati Bhavan paid floral tributes in front of the portrait of Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma.

AMARNATH YATRA : The annual Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra ended this morning in Jammu and
Kashmir. More than 5 lakh pilgrims drawn from various parts of the country paid their obeisance at
the holy cave shrine this year. The holy Mace of Lord Shiva called "Chhari Mubarak" reached Shri
Amarnath Ji Cave Shrine in sounth Kashmir Himalayas early this morning making the formal end of
the 43-day-long Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra. The Yatra had commenced on June 29, this year.A group of
sadhus led by Custodian of the holy Mace Mahant Deependra Giri carrying Chhari Mubarak reached
Shri Amarnath Ji cave early this morning after spending a night at Panchtarni.This year, the overall



flow of Yatris was remarkable after several years as more than 5 lakh Yatris visited the holy cave
shrine this year and paid obeisance to Lord Shiva. The Yatris visited the Holy Cave from both the
longest Pahalgam track in Anantnag and the shortest but steep Baltal track in Ganderbal district. on
the occasion of Shravan-Punima coinciding Raksha Bhandan today, the Chhari Mubarak was taken to
the holy cave of Shri Amarnath ji before sunrise, and the pooja began with the rising sun and with
its culmination, this Yatra has ended peacefully this morning.This is Sunil Koul for Akashvani News
from Srinagar.

NEPAL FM-VISIT : External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar will hold talks with his Nepalese
counterpart Arzu Rana Deuba in New Delhi today. Dr Deuba arrived in New Delhi yesterday on a five-
day visit to India. In a statement, the External Affairs Ministry said, this visit aligns with the tradition
of regular high-level exchanges between India and Nepal. The Ministry said that Nepal is a priority
partner of India in its Neighbourhood First policy. It said, this visit will provide both sides an
opportunity to discuss and review the progress in bilateral cooperation and help in advancing ties
further.

MALAYSIA PM — INDIA : Prime Minister of Malaysia, Dato’ Seri Anwar bin Ibrahim will be on a
three day visit to India beginning today. This will be the first visit of Anwar Ibrahim as the Prime
Minister of Malaysia. The External Affairs Ministry said, Prime Minister of Malaysia will hold bilateral
discussions with Prime Minister Narendra Modi tomorrow. During his visit, he will also meet President
Droupadi Murmu and External Affairs Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar. India and Malaysia have strong
historical and socio-cultural linkages. The Ministry said, the bilateral relationship between the two
nations was elevated to the status of Enhanced Strategic Partnership in 2015 during the visit of Prime
Minister Modi. The visit of Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim will pave the way for further strengthening
of India-Malaysia bilateral ties by charting out a multi-sectoral cooperation agenda for the future.

SC-KOLKATA DOC CASE : The Supreme Court has taken suo motu cognisance of the Kolkata rape
and murder case. A bench comprising Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud, Justices JB Pardiwala
and Manoj Misra will hear the matter on Tuesday. A post-graduate trainee doctor was allegedly raped
and murdered inside a seminar hall at RG Kar Medical College and Hospital in Kolkata on 9th of this
month. A day after the incident, the Kolkata Police arrested a civic volunteer in connection with the
case. The incident has triggered nationwide protests, with doctors from across the country
demanding action against people involved in the case. On 13th of August, the Calcutta High Court
directed the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to take over the investigation. The High Court
passed the order acting on petitions filed by parents of the victim and certain other individuals.
Recently, the High Court pulled up the West Bengal authorities for the acts of vandalism at the RG
Kar hospital during protests on 14th of August.



